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Lesson 1-A 

LIVING IN A SKEPTICAL WORLD 

What is wrong with these statements? 

1. “If there is such a ‘thing’ as God, why don’t intelligent people believe in Him?” 

2. “Only women and children actually believe in God.” 

3. “Believing in God is just a crutch for weaker people who don’t really have in 

themselves all they need to get through life.”  

4. “Christianity might have some social value, but mostly it gets in the way of 

true freedom.”  

It is not intellectually honest to dismiss the whole notion of God without a fair 

examination of the evidence. 

Ronald Nash, Christian professor of philosophy said,  

Human beings are never neutral with regard to God. Either we worship God

as Creator and Lord, or we turn away from God. Because the heart is 

directed either toward God or against Him, theoretical thinking is never so  

pure or autonomous as many would like to think.1

Dr. Terry Miethe observes, “There are good reasons for believing in God and 

Christianity as the revelation of His will for our lives. Intellectual honesty demands 

that all of these reasons be examined closely and fairly.”2

We are facing a crisis in our times over the basis of what is reality. Our 

entertainment world promotes “reality television”, but there is hardly anything real 

about it. In fact, in this video driven culture, we are faced with a real test between 

generations about what is really real. And this confusion about what is real and 

“believable” is being contested challenged and debated in many circles of modern 

life… economics and the job market, academics and the education systems, politics 

and government arena, and not the least, faith and the place of the church in the 

world.  

Whenever a person, of any age or generation, intentionally distorts reality or even 

falls into the sway or under the influence of a distorted reality, outcomes can first of 

all be questionable, also maybe not valuable, and can even be dangerous, both to 

the individual as well as to the world around them where their influence is present.  

1 Ronald H. Nash, Worldviews in Conflict: Choosing Christianity in World of Ideas (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1992) p.24.  
2 Miethe and Habermas, Why Believe God Exists! (Joplin: College Press, 1993) p. 11.  
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Malcolm Muggeridge said that modern man has “educated himself into imbecility” 

and therefore “keels over… and becomes extinct.” If modern man refuses to look to 

the right conclusions, he will abolish himself. The philosophical assumptions of 

Darwinian evolution have left humans without value, ethics, or purpose. It is far from 

natural and scientific: it is a deliberate corruption of his own mind. No less than the 

extinction of our civilization is at stake.”3

In case you have been wondering, “what is going on with our world?”, this study may 

help you to see some of the core and key issues largely affecting our culture, our 

world and our times. 

According to God’s Word, one of the most basic sins of man throughout history has 

been the matter of mishandling truth. “Sins” (even though society abhors that word) 

against the truth are listed in Romans 1: 

 Men who suppress the truth…(Romans 1:18) 

 Those who exchange the truth for a lie…(Romans 1:25) 

A careful examination of the outcomes listed for any man or society which turns 

away from real truth is defined in this chapter. When one slowly and contemplatively 

reads Romans 1:18-32, one might think he is reading the headlines of the evening 

paper or listening to the evening news. It describes what is going on in homes, 

families, schools, courts, governments, businesses and churches. It explains the 

reason for this proliferation of such perverted sexuality “coming out of its closet” to 

the mainstream of public policy and entertainment. It describes what is happening to 

and in society and why it is getting worse. And it all comes back to those two sins 

against the truth.  

Ravi Zacharias teaches that: 

You see truth, by definition is exclusive. If truth were all inclusive, nothing 

would be false. And if nothing were false, what would be the meaning of 

true? … It quickly become evident that nonsense would follow… Truth, very

simply stated, boils down to two tests: Statements made must correspond to

reality, and the system of thought that is developed as a result must be  

coherent… Many individuals who take their emotions as a starting point for

determining truth, in grabbing the finger of feeling, think they have grabbed 

the fist of truth. By thinking exclusively at this level, they are driven   

systematically further inward, until their whole world revolves around their 

personal passion, with a dangerous self-absorption.4

3 Dale Fincher, A Slice of Infinity, “Extinction”  (Accessed 9/10/03).  
4 Ravi Zacharias. Living an Apologetic Life. Just Thinking, Fall—2003. 
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The Roman Governor Pilate asked Jesus once, “What is truth?” (John 18:38). 

Pilate was necessarily wondering what the truthful judgment should be in Jesus’ trial. 

What was weighing on his mind was the piercing statement of Jesus regarding the 

reason for His coming from heaven to earth—(i.e. to testify to the truth) and Jesus’ 

authoritative statement: “Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

(Jn.18:27). (As a note, this sealed the verdict about Jesus… Pilate said he found no 

guilt in Him. That was a judge’s ruling of innocence.) Nevertheless, he conceded to 

the chief priests and ordered Jesus’ execution.  

The issues being raised in this class and in our honest discussions with doubters 

and skeptics today must get to the level of TRUTH. Opinions, traditions, feelings, 

popular trends will not do. Too much is on the line to leave questions about God, 

Jesus, the Bible, the faith, and the church to popular views and assumptions and 

leave the positions of the doubters or scoffers unchallenged and unanswered. 

Another glaring problem in interacting with doubters and skeptics is the present 

pressure brought on by “political correctness”. This is a “bully technique” being 

forced on the culture which basically says that any view which is not accepting of the 

popular view and the “norms” established by the liberals of the day, is bigoted and 

will not be tolerated. (This by the way is the most intolerant view of all—“anyone who 

does not accept a certain platform’s or party’s liberal view is to be rejected, cut off, 

suppressed, and penalized as perpetrating a hate crime.”) Talk about intolerance!  

So every member of society is expected to march in a straight line and question 

nothing of the powers that be and accept all behavior and conclusions as equally 

valid and true. And of course, that line is constantly in flux. It is like the concluding 

remark in Romans 1… “they not only do the same, but give hearty approval to 

those who practice them.”

In a game of football or soccer, how does one determine the outcome if the field 

lines are removed, the goal posts taken down and the net parked under the 

bleachers? Lines are painted on the field to determine boundaries. A certified rule 

book governs all participants in the game. Goal posts of an exact height and width 

and nets of specific measurements are placed at both ends of the fields to determine 

what constitutes a legitimate score. Without them, there is only a blur of expended 

energy and mass chaos and everyone goes home thinking their team won. Really 

everybody loses.   
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Lesson 1-B 

THE MAKEUP OF FAITH 
Key Verses: Hebrews 11:6 

Jude 3 

It is no longer enough to know WHAT we believe; it is now essential to know WHY
we believe it. 

The principle appeal of the Christian faith is not that it will make life pleasant, or 
solve every human problem or dilemma, but that it is TRUE! 

(Ref. 2nd Thess. 2:11-12) 
(Note: Truth is to be OBEYED!  Cf. Romans 2:8) 

There are two erroneous and extreme views regarding the faith today: 
1. ANTI-INTELLECTUAL approach.  This approach uses verses like Colossians 

2:8 to give the impression that Christianity is non-rational or irrational, thus 
running counter to true science and philosophy. 

a. A reasoned presentation of the gospel is important, not as a 
SUBSTITUTE for faith, but as a GROUNDS for faith. 

2. Being a Christian is totally RATIONAL.
a. True conversion is based on a comprehension of rational body of 

TRUTH, and is ACTIVATED as a act of the WILL. 
i. See John 7:17 
ii. The problem given the absence of faith in many is not that man 

CANNOT believe, rather that he WILL NOT believe. 
“Let us remember this fact: Human reason cannot [alone, mine] PROVE the 
Christian religion to be true. It can only show that it is more reasonable than 
unbelief.” 5

A Christian is a BELIEVER!  (Note 1st Peter 3:15a) 
 Acts 10:45- _________________________________________________ 
 1st Thess.1:7- _______________________________________________ 
 1st Thess. 2:10- _____________________________________________ 
 2nd Cor.6:15- _______________________________________________ 
 1st Pet.1:21- ________________________________________________ 

The significance of the term “CHRISTIAN FAITH” as we shall use it: 
 The fundamental doctrines of Christianity  PLUS 
 The system and worldview that describes man’s intended existence— past, 

present and future hinges upon a personal relationship to the God of the Bible 
which is made accessible exclusively by Jesus Christ. 

o Cf. John 14:6 & Acts 4:12 

5 A System of Christian Evidence. 10th ed.rev. Leander Keyser. Burlington, Iowa: The Lutheran Literary 
Board. 1953. p.31-2.  
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Whenever someone says “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God”, it is best to 
understand that as an affirmation of certainty about the identity of Jesus.  
The word “BELIEF” is used in variation of ways: 

1. CREDULOUS BELIEF- That which has little or no basis to commend it to 
people of average intelligence, information and common sense… having no 
rational basis or substantiation. 

a. “I believe the earth is flat” 
b. That doesn’t mean no one holds to that position. 

2. MERE BELIEF—Resting on flimsy evidence which is usually a projection of 
fantasy, or influenced by personal desires or wishes. 

a. “I believe the Bengals will win the Superbowl in 2020.” 
3. SUBSTANTIVE BELIEF—A conviction with good enough justification that it 

would take very strong evidence to cause a person to abandon it.  
a. “I believe F.D. R. was president during WWII.” 

4. MISTAKEN BELIEF—Held beliefs that are not justifiable according to known 
and established facts. 

a. “I believe the Clintons are life-long conservative Republicans.” 
5. TRUE & JUSTIFIED BELIEF—A faith statement that earns the name… 

KNOWLEDGE, because of its acceptance as an established FACT in view of 
all evidence.  

a. True philosophy defines knowledge with 3 specific elements: 
i. TRUTH-a basic proposition positively stated
ii. BELIEF- a conviction about that stated truth, held inwardly

iii. JUSTIFICATION-all evidence available supports and confirms 
that particular proposition.

b. “George Washington was the first president elected in the United 
States of America.” 

6. PERSONAL TRUST BELIEF—Moves from the basis of cold, hard facts to a 
warm, personal relationship, not in opposition to the established facts. 

a. “I believe in Debbie!”  
b. A clear relationship exists between FACTS and TRUST, resulting in 

absolute confidence. 

“Christian evidences is the scientific proof of the divine authority of the Christian 
religion.” 6

The secular critics of the world assault the Christian with the accusation that faith 
(personal trust) is not established on a true and justifiable belief system. 

George Smith, an atheist wrote that the purpose of his book (Atheism: The Case 
Against God) was, “… to demonstrate that the belief in god is irrational to the point of 
absurdity; and that this irrationality, when manifested in specific religions such as 
Christianity, is extremely harmful…. If a person wishes to continue believing in a 

6 Ibid. p.21 
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god, that is his prerogative, but he can no longer excuse his belief in the name of 
reason and moral necessity.” 7 (Italics mine) 

The typical view of skeptics is that Christians are uninformed or misinformed as to 
the facts, and possess an emotional and psychological weakness and so “create” or 
imagine a god who is in actuality just the magnified image of man which man himself 
has projected on to the universe. They insist that God is “a psychological fantasy 
invented by insecure creatures who need a cosmic father figure to hold them on his 
lap and reassure them, that a person’s god is just a psychological projection or a 
primitive myth. 

The Wall Street Journal reported, “Systems of belief and tenets of faith are powerful 
in men’s minds, but, by their very nature, do not lend themselves to proof.” 8

Time magazine featured an article that said, “Faith is belief without reason. 
Fundamentally, religions oppose rational processes, perhaps on the theory that a 
God who could be approached by mere rational thought would not be worth 
reaching.” 9

So, to be more accommodating to the skeptical and the “informed” view point of the 
world, acquiescing Christians have supplied a new definition of faith… “The 
acceptance of things for which there is no PROOF.”  This compromise definition is 
both irrational and unchristian.  It is a concession that there is no valid proof or 
defense for the Christian faith. 

Christianity finds its meaning in its TRUTHFULNESS!  The Christian faith always 
appeals to (in this order) 

1. First to the MIND 
2. In order to engage the WILL
3. Seeks an enlightened response to WILL of GOD 
4. Resulting in a personal RESTORED RELATIONSHIP with God and a 

positive, healthful emotional state in man, thus a cleanse conscience.  

Christian belief statements are actually TRUTH CLAIMS that take a consistent form.  

The goal of apologetics (defending the faith) is to move from the more basic levels of 
belief (mistaken, mere, or even substantive to TRUE & JUSTIFIED belief and on to 
PERSONAL TRUST for the individual’s personal and spiritual benefit. Then the 
believer will be able to articulate that belief into a DEFENSE for other 
UNBELIEVERS or SKEPTICS.    We want to reach the level expressed by Peter, 
“We BELIEVE and KNOW that You are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:69)   

7 Atheism: The Case Against God. George H. Smith. L.A. Nash Publishing, 1974. xi. 
8 “Creationism in Court”, Wall Street Journal. Jan.7,1982, p.16. 
9 “Defenders of The Faith”, Time, Nov.12,1984, p.112. 
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Everybody believes in persons, events and things that he has not and cannot see! 
This is a crucial discussion point when speaking to a skeptic, in order to demonstrate 
that they too accept elements of the unseen as factual.   

The Christian religion does NOT ask people to believe things that are irrational or 
non-evidential. We are going exploring for the evidence.  Finding it will provide us 
reasons to believe and facts to share in our defense of the Christian faith.  
Homer Hailey points out the acceptance of evidence depends on FIVE things: 

1. The WEIGHT of the evidence. 
2. The CLARITY with which the evidence is presented. 
3. The HONESTY of the examiner of the evidence. 
4. The LOGICAL ability of the hearer to evaluate the evidence. 
5. The background PREJUDICES of the hearer. 10

We will discover that Christianity is built on SUBSTANTIATED FACTS.  The 
Christian faith is NOT irrational nor without absolute supportive evidence. It MAKES 
SENSE to believe!  It makes no sense to NOT BELIEVE!  

Norman Geisler and Frank Turek co-authored a book called, I Don’t Have Enough 
Faith to be An Atheist.  The skeptical/scoffer view is in itself a system of faith, but it 
requires a huge amount of “faith” to believe the assumptions it puts forth.  

Bernard Ramm wrote, “… that of demonstrating that Christianity is the religion which 
pertains to reality by reason of its factuality… the focus is upon the factuality… By 
fact we mean either some objective thing (as an archaeological dig or artifact), or 
some event (as a historical battle), or some phenomenon which may be personal (as 
in the case of Paul’s conversion), or social (as in the spread of the Christian 
Church). These facts may be classified three ways…. First there is MATERIAL fact. 
By material fact we refer to anything of a very concrete, specific nature, e.g., things, 
historical events, meteorological phenomena, documents, or monuments. Secondly, 
there is SUPERNATURAL fact, which involves events or phenomena which can 
only be satisfactorily accounted for by the invoking the category of the supernatural. 
Thirdly, there is EXPERIENTIAL fact which refers to the experiences of people, and 
social phenomena which are traceable back to the impact of the Christian religion.”11

Just because man may be limited in his observation or reasoning powers does NOT
mean that a certain consideration is UNTRUE. The fault may lie within our own 
abilities or even desires. 

Faith is a personal ESSENTIAL, but it is not a blind leap of faith, but a reasonable 
and sensible belief which can be shown to be in the realm of KNOWLEDGE. 

Faith, true Bible faith is: 

10 Evidences Quarterly, IV, 1, 1964, p.4.  
11 Protestant Christian Evidences. Bernard Ramm. Chicago: Moody. 1933. pp.16-17.  
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1. ASSENT and CONVICTION  based upon established facts or an honest 
evaluation of the evidence. 

2. TRUST or a personal commitment to the object of belief. 
3. RESPONSE to God’s terms or commands regarding the object. Faith acts 

consistently and submissively to the expectations of one’s life-authority, which 
in the Christian’s case is Jesus Christ. The Hebrews 11 formula for active, 
saving faith is: “By faith, _________, obeyed…” (the specific instruction given 
by God.) This is the faith response.    
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Lesson 2 

WHY BELIEVE IN A GOD WHO IS INVISIBLE?  
(Reasons to Believe In God from the Perspective of General Knowledge)  

At times, the Christian today faces a real challenge in witnessing to the truth about the 
reality of God. One would like to begin  a discussion regarding faith and God with 
statements that begin with… “Well the Bible says….”. For all of us who believe, that is more 
than sufficient. In fact it is totally satisfying and completely coherent. That type of approach 
makes total sense to us. However, that is about the extent of the reasonableness of that 
approach to the skeptical, non-Christian worldview of many today.  

We live in a world and in a time when “What the Bible Says” view is not widely respected, 
believed or even appreciated. There is very little real awareness of what the Bible teaches, 
much less why it should even have a voice in the circle of discussion with so many modern 
advances in scientific knowledge which are assumed to be totally factual. The Christian view 
of the Bible is quite suspect in our post-Christian world.  So if our side of a discussion begins 
with a Scripture quoting, Bible-defending view, many skeptics will simply laugh us off, make 
some sort of a snide remark, or dismiss us and our view as being totally antiquated and 
uninformed.  

Victor Frankl stated “More people today have the means to live, but no meaning to live 
for.”1 Eric Fromm, a specialist in human behavior describes many people as suffering from 
an “inner deadness. They live in the midst of plenty and are joyless.”2

We should first consider the multi-faceted areas or categories of sources for the knowledge 
of God and His existence: 
The inherent knowledge which man has intuitively by the Creator’s design in the 

creation of man himself. (See John 1:4, 9; Acts 17:28) 
o We should keep in mind that every man has a measure of intuitive 

knowledge just by being  a member of the human race.  
  The general revelation of God through observable truths from God’s creation. (See 

Romans 1:18-20; Psalm 19:1-6)  
o We must keep in mind that all human beings have this knowledge at their 

disposal as divine evidence for the existence of God. 
Common knowledge or General knowledge—This is the knowledge which man can 

acquire and understand by the innate rational God-given abilities from the fields of 
philosophy, logic, psychology, and the senses.  

 Specific or Special revelation is the divinely REVEALED information about God through 
the various means of God’s self-disclosure (See Hebrews 1:1-2) and recorded in 
Scripture.  

1 Victor Frankl. The Unheard Cry for Meaning. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1978), 20-21. 
2 Eric Fromm. Zen Buddhism and Psychoanalysis. (New York: Harper & Row, 1960), 85-86.  
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So the unbelieving skeptic quickly dismisses the last of those sources of knowledge about 
God. He simply does not believe the Bible to be anymore than a book of ancient spiritual 
mythology, written by men and passed off to society as some sort of a collaged holy book, 
but in reality no different than the holy books of other religions. It just happens to the 
Judeo-Christian version of it all. 

Given that, the unbelieving skeptic will not admit to the first or second category of 
knowledge about God, for he begins with the presupposition that there is NO creator, nor 
any creation, so anything about the nature of man (#1) or the testimony of a special 
creation (#2) is quickly dismissed and disregarded.  

That leaves the category of General Knowledge or Common knowledge from the fields of 
philosophy, logic, psychology, the sciences and the testimony of the senses.  While this is 
less familiar territory to the typical Christian, it may serve as an effective starting point in 
the discussions or dialogues to gain a hearing for the Bible and faith.   

Another initial consideration in the beginning of this phase of the discussion may be to 
consider why don’t more people believe or at least give a fair place to the whole faith 
perspective? Why is there such closure to the position of faith when it comes to the reality 
of God?  Here are just some of the possible explanations: 

1. The devil’s aim and influence is to distort the reality about God to promote total 
disbelief and fuel the whole “anti-God” perspective. (See Genesis 3:1-5) He 
promotes and delights in the push for warped thinking. (See Romans 1:21) (NOTICE 
IN THIS TEXT—Man’s original and initial position is that of “knowing God”)  

2. Man is tempted and led to sin against the truth.  
a. The truth is suppressed (Romans 1:18) 
b. The truth is exchanged for a lie (Romans 1:25) 

3. Man is pressured by an unbelieving culture to disbelieve. This is the popular view 
which is gaining more and more momentum.  

4. Man gives himself over to the pursuit of earthly and worldly pleasure. This is 
sometimes referred to as licentiousness, or feeling such independence and 
autonomy as being free from all restraints to do as he pleases.  There is this 
“throwing-off” of restraints of morality for the option of living to satisfy pleasurable 
desires. 

5. There is a significant misunderstanding about the nature of faith. The skeptic 
assumes faith is unfounded, unsupported by fact, and a completely subjective 
system of forming convictions, rather than objective, fact-based convictions.   

6. Modern man is educated through the public education systems toward the 
acceptance of naturalism and humanism. (These are stated agendas among the 
secular educators and movers and shakers of society through the Humanist 
Manifesto I and II.)  Those statements secular “creeds” begin with the assumption 
that there is no higher power than the processes of nature and natural existence.   

7. And then there is the issue of the poor exhibition of true Christianity in so many 
circles. Not every Christian is a hypocrite.  But when professing  Christians live out 
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their lives in an undistinguishable manner from the worldling, when divorce rates 
are really no different between the secular and the church, when cohabitation is 
just as respectable in the church crowd and outside, when drinking alcohol is 
viewed as socially acceptable for believers, when morality is compromised by 
Christians in the business, professional and political world, when Christianity is 
reduced to being an enamored spectator at a religious stage-show, and when the 
witness for Jesus and His gospel functions in only stealth mode, little evidence is 
visible for the skeptic to see Christianity in action.  

8. Many Christians have not prepared themselves academically to discuss the matter 
of faith beyond the “You ask me how I know He lives, He lives within my heart”
totally subjective explanation. (There is nothing wrong with that position but it falls 
woefully short in trying to be convincing to the unbelieving mind.)  

These factors are ALL contributors to the fact that the battle for truth about the existence 
of God is an uphill climb at best. So there are a few basic arguments or at least discussion 
points for a Christian to utilize in an attempt to gain a hearing, an honest hearing from 
unbelievers today. 

There are FOUR primary discussion points that one can familiarize himself with to at least 
dialogue intelligently with the skeptic of today in order to try and gain respect and earn the 
right to witness to the perspective of Biblical faith.  These discussion points are not 
necessarily to win the argument, rather to gain a place to be a faithful witness to the gospel 
truth of the existence of God.  

1- The Fact of Existence 

It has been said that the most profound and yet fundamental question of philosophy is this: 
“Why is there something instead of nothing?”  The reality of the existence of a universe 
requires honest consideration of this matter.   

John Hick writes, “When we try to think about this infinitely fascinating universe in which 
we live we find that we are faced in the end with the mystery of existence, of why is there a 
universe at all.”3

Another philosopher H.D. Lewis simply states, “The question, ‘Why is there something 
rather than nothing?’ is regarded by even some skeptical philosophers as a significant 
one.”4

The only choices for an answer to this dilemma is that things exist either from inside the 
space and time continuum OR from outside the space and time continuum. ( i.e. either self-
generated or externally generated. But what is is really real, not some mere illusion.) The 
fact that the universe actually does exist and is no mere figment of man’s imagination 

3 John Hick. Christianity At The Center. (London: SCM, 1968), 63. 
4 H.D. Lewis.  Philosophy of Religion in the Encyclopedia of Philosophy. (New York: MacMillan, 1972), 6.284 
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demands that there is some ground for its existence. Something is responsible for the 
reality of this cosmos.  If a person rejects that, he is pressed then to the conclusion that 
either there is no reality to what we can observe or it is totally explainable in terms of 
being within the boundaries of space and time as we know it. This pushes man toward the 
emptiness of totally naturalism.  

Even the Apostle Paul, wise preacher that he was, used something of this argument when 
speaking to the philosophers of his own day in the philosophical center of the ancient 
world, Athens, Greece when he said, “The God who made the world and everything in it is 
the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with hands. He is not 
served by human hands as if He needed anything, because He Himself give all men life 
and breath and everything else.” (Acts 17:24-25 NIV).  He is stating to these unbelieving, 
skeptical minds that there is an explanation for the reality of what we see beyond the 
boundaries of this limited space and time arena.  The fact that there is something is 
evidence that its origination comes from outside itself.  

2- The Cosmological Argument 

This is the point that is made simply from this premise… the fact that something exists must 
have a first cause. It is fairly easy to see that this is just a natural outgrowth from the 
argument of existence.  Things exist—there must be a cause of existence.  

This discussion is built around the point of necessity, something causes something to be. 
And nothing can cause nothing.  Nothing comes from nothing.  Something comes from 
some first cause.  

If there is a setting of total emptiness, total nothingness, how long will it take for that total 
emptiness to produce something, anything? It will never happen, even if one waits for 
10,000,000 years. At the end of the day, there will still be nothing.  

The very fact that something does in fact exist… in fact, millions of somethings truly exist, 
there must have been an origination of them. And the origination of those millions of 
somethings require an Originator.  While the humanist or naturalist may call that 
chance/evolution or spontaneous generation, the Christian knows that Originator to be 
God, YAHWEH.   

3- The Teleological Argument 

This is a logical argument from the intricacies of the detailed appearance and function of 
the universe. It is sometimes referred to as the “watch-maker” argument.  The intricate 
inner workings of a fine timepiece with all its intermeshing gears and cogs and pins which 
work harmoniously together in precision with a constant, predictable outcome serving a 
vital purpose is an undeniable testimony to a “Watch-maker”.  The pieces of that watch do 
not just appear. They do not just happen to come together. And they do not just happen to 
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function for an intelligible purposeful reason. The existence of such an instrument says 
unequivocally that there must be a “watch-maker” to bring something as sophisticated as 
this into existence. 

Intricate design requires a designer. And the designer must of necessity be greater than 
that which is designed. 

William Craig says that this is the oldest and most popular of all the arguments for the 
existence of God. (outside the Bible of course.)  

Even the skeptic, David Hume admits to the force of the evidence when he says, “A 
purpose, an intention or design strikes everywhere the most careless, the most stupid 
thinker; and no man can be so hardened in absurd systems, at at all times to reject it.”5

Sir Isaac Newton declared, “When I look at the solar system, I see the earth at the right 
distance from the sun to receive the proper amounts of heat and light. This did not happen 
by chance.”6

At the “Christianity Challenges the University: An International Conference of Theists and 
Athiests”, those attending were asked which area of particular evidence played the 
greatest part in their considerations and conclusions, their UNANIMOUS response was “The 
incredible design or order in the universe was overwhelming evidence for a divine plan and 
the existence of a Divine Planner.”7

Outspoken atheist Richard Dawkins admits, “The more statistically improbable a thing is, 
the less we can believe that it just happened by blind chance. Superficially, the obvious 
alternative to chance is an intelligent Designer.”8

It is something like the discussion as whether or not the natural forces of wind and rain and 
hail and lightning could over a period of 400,000 years etch the faces of four American 
presidents into Mt. Rushmore before those men ever lived and have them be such an 
incredible likeness. That’s what the opposition to the teleological argument would have us 
think.  

4- The Moral Consciousness Argument 

Everyone seems to have, at some point, a sense of “ought or ought not”.  There is this 
sense of fairness and rightness to living life. Even in the un-Christianized cultures, a sense 
of moral boundaries are established, even if they are not in the same place as a culture 

5 David Hume. Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1946), 214. 
6 Isaac Newton. As Quoted in Heroes of History. (W.Frankford, ILL: Caleb, 1992), 4.34. 
7 Christianity Challenges. The Intellectuals Speak Out About God. (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1984). 
8 Richard Dawkins. “The Necessity of Darwinism”, New Scientist. Vol. 94, 4/15/82, p.130.   
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under the influence of Biblical order or Lordship morality. Some boundaries exist.  In short, 
morality (to more or less a degree) exists as an essential part of human existence.  

If you don’t believe that, just reach down and take a person’s cell phone and put it in your 
pocket and start walking away with it and see if there is not an immediate objection to your 
actions. When the objector says, “Hold on there, that is not yours, you can’t take that,”, 
respond by saying “Oh I see there are some matters of right and wrong for you. Who told 
you that taking your phone is wrong?”  

Immanuel Kant is credited as the originator of this “moral argument”. He stated, “Two 
things fill the mind with ever new and increasing admiration and awe… the starry heavens 
above me and the moral law within me.”9

While the moral fabric of our own American society is visibly deteriorating before our eyes, 
there are still yet indicators that even the non-Christian element of our country believes 
some things are totally outside the boundaries of acceptable human behavior. Everyone 
has a limit of what he/she considers to be right and wrong.  

The presence of innate moral sensibilities and acceptable/unacceptable actions is 
testimony to the fact that man is no mere animal of instinct or creature of chance. But this 
is what the evolutionists want us to believe. The arguable presence of a sense of moral 
ought in human kind testify to a moral SOURCE for such convictions about rightness. We 
know that MORAL SOURCE to be none other than the conscious, holy, righteous mind of 
God who created man in His own image. (Genesis 1:26-27).  

C.S. Lewis wrote, “If no set of moral ideas were truer or better than any other, there would 
be no sense in preferring civilized morality to savage morality, or Christian morality to Nazi 
morality… The moment you say that one set of moral ideas can be better than another, you 
are, in fact, measuring them both by a standard, saying that one of them is conforms to 
that standard more nearly than the other.”10

All this testifies to a moral Lawgiver. There is no way to account for the existence of 
universal sense across the cultures, across the widely diverse ethic and political groups of 
the world, all having some sort of sense of right and wrong, except in the admission that 
man is innately endowed with a sense moral oughtness.  

David Elton Trueblood stated, “The recognition of an objective moral law drives us to the 
belief in God.”11

9 Immanuel Kant. Critique of Practical Reason. P. 166.  
10 C.S. Lewis. “The Case For Christianity” in The Best of C.S. Lewis. (New York: Iverson, 1969), 409. 
11 D. Elton Trueblood. The Philosophy of Religion. (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1957), p.115.  
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Others will sometimes discuss the “Ontological Argument”—describing the apparent 
universal need for God. While expressions, beliefs and practices will vary widely, the 
common threat universally is the in virtually every culture, there is a question for some 
fashion or understanding  of “God/god”.  

While honest discussion and interaction in each of these fields may not communicate the 
Biblical truths for the existence of God, calm and thoughtful and respectful discussions with 
people in respectful tones and careful listening can build confidence and establish 
credibility in order to  provide open doors to further examination of the Biblical evidences 
for the existence of God. This is absolutely vital in finding areas of mutual agreement and 
common ground to find points of connection. Doing so says to the skeptic… “This person is 
versed in areas of thought beyond just the typical ‘I believe because I believe’ sort of 
rationale.”  And that connection just may prove helpful in sharing Biblical truth to build 
Biblical faith.    
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Lesson 3 

The Bible—Word of God or word of Men? 
(What is inspiration, infallibility, inerrancy?)  

Prior to appealing to the Bible to defend the positions and convictions of Christianity to 
unbelievers and skeptics, the believer should have a solid grip on the credibility and 
authenticity of the Bible. The first objection from the doubter when a Bible verse is cited is: 
“Well the Bible is just a book of men; it doesn’t prove anything.” (Or something of that 
nature).  

Steve Kumar writes, 
In the age of science and technology, modern man cannot escape facing  
ultimate questions regarding existence, truth, authority, meaning, and  
destiny. Remarkably, the Bible astonishes the modern mind as does no   
other book. No other book has influenced man and history as has the   
Bible; its influence is reflected in the works of artists, poets, statesmen,  
musicians, sculptors, and scientists. From Shakespeare to Browning and  
Longfellow the Bible shines through. No other ancient book has been   
copied and recopied over such a long period of time as much as this book.  
No other book has gone through the process of variation and yet come  
through as remarkably accurate as the Bible. The Bible is unlike any other  
book in the world. Its history is striking, its message is impeccable, its  
influence is incomparable, its unity is amazing, and its accuracy is remarkable. 
How do we explain its uniqueness? Is it a collusion or just a coincidence? It  
is far too complex to accept those options.1

We have observed that the text of the Old and New Testament Scriptures have been 
written by more than forty different authors over a period of some 1,500 years from 
locations on three continents.  Those various authors represent a whole host of professions, 
from prophets to judges, political leaders such a kings and governors, tax collectors and 
evangelists, and apostles and doctors. It was written in primarily two languages… Hebrew 
and Greek along with a bit in Aramaic in the latter prophets.  

When compared to other ancient manuscripts from world renowned speakers and writers, 
the manuscripts of the Bible far surpass the sources of ALL other writings of the world when 
it comes to dependable and accurate transmission of its texts. Consider the following chart 
on manuscript evidence.  

AUTHOR DATE WRITTEN EARLIEST COPY TIME SPAN COPIES 

Plato 400 B.C. A.D. 900 1,300 years 7 

Caesar 100 B.C. A.D. 900 1,000 years 10 

Aristotle 300 B.C. A.D. 1100 1,400 years 5 

Tacitus A.D. 100 A.D. 1100 1,000 years 20 

1 Steve Kumar.  Christianity for Skeptics. (Hendrickson; Peabody, MA. 2000) p. 99-100.  
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Herodotus 400 B.C. A.D. 900 1,300 years 8 

Thucydides 400 B.C. A.D. 900 1,300 years 8 

Livy A.D. 30 A.D. 900 900 years 20 

New Testament A.D. 100 A.D. 200 100 years 5,300 

It is true that we possess no (0) original autographs of the books of the Bible, but nor do we 
have any such original documents of any other ancient writings which are accepted above 
question and challenge.  

Consider how factual and historical the Bible is!  In just two verses of Scripture, Luke 3:1-2, 
note the verifiable FACTS of history recorded in this reference to the beginning of the 
ministry of John the Baptist: 

1. “In the fifteenth year…” 
2. “of the reign of Tiberius Caesar…” 
3. “when Pontius Pilate…” 
4. “was governor…” 
5. “of Judea…” 
6. “Herod…” 
7. “the tetrarch…” 
8. “of Galilee…” 
9. “his brother Philip… 
10. “tetrarch…” 
11. “of Iturea…” 
12. “and Traconitis…” 
13. “and Lysanias…” 
14. “tetrarch… 
15. “of Abilene…” [NIV & NASB] 
16. “during the high priesthood…” 
17. “of Annas...” 
18. “and Caiaphas…”  

In just these two verses of Scripture, there are 18 confirmable dates, persons, positions, and 
locations. The confirmable historical accuracy is unparalleled.  In the book of Acts, the same 
author cites over 75 specific people, locations, political positions, and dates which can be 
authenticated from 1st century A.D. history.  So Biblical accuracy is more than significant. 
The Bible is historically verifiable across the board.   

Dr. Clark Pinnock states: 
There exists NO document from the ancient world witnessed by so excellent a 
set of textual and historical testimonies, and offering so superb an array of 
historical data on which an intelligent decision may be made. An honest man 
cannot dismiss a source of this kind. Skepticism regarding the historical credentials
of Christianity is based upon an irrational bias.2

2 Clark Pinnock, Set Forth Your Case. (Chicago: Moody, 1971), p.85.  
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One need not read far into human history to discover the first attack on the trustworthiness 
of God’s Word… (see Genesis 3:1-4)… “Did God actually say…?”  One of the devil’s prime 
tactics is to undermine and destroy confidence in the Word of God.  

This doctrine is based on the premise that “The only SOURCE and NORM of all Christian 
knowledge is the Holy Scriptures.” (Heinrich Heppe. De Scriptural Sacra. Neukirchen Kreis 
Moers: Neukirchener, 1958, p.10 as quoted in Scripture Alone by R.C. Sproul. P & R Pub. 
Phillipsburg. 2005, p.15)  

This whole apology [defense] is an issue of authority for matters of faith. 

Luther held—“Only the Scripture carries absolute normative authority.” (As stated in the 
Diet of Worms in the context that both popes and councils could and do err!) Later he 
wrote, “All that God has done, particularly all that pertains to our salvation is clearly put 
down and noted in Scripture.” “All that we are to believe, aye, more than enough is in the 
Scriptures.”   (Up to this time, from after the period of the apostles of Jesus and the post-
apostolic fathers,  the authority for matters of faith rested in the pope and the Catholic 
church for the next 1,000 years. Luther’s thinking was revolutionary for his time. ) 

The Theses of Berne in Section 2,  (1528) states, 
“The Church of Christ makes no laws or commandments without God’s Word. 
Hence all human traditions, which are called ecclesiastical commandments, are 
binding upon us in so far as they are based on and commanded by God’s Word.”  

The Geneva Confession (1536) states, 
“First we affirm that we desire to follow Scripture alone as a rule of faith and 
religion, without mixing with it any other things which might be devised by the 
opinion of men apart from the Word of God, and without wishing to accept for  
our spiritual government any other doctrine than what is conveyed to us by the 
same Word without addition or diminution, according to the command of our 
Lord.” (Sec. 1)  

CONSIDER THESE TWO PROPOSITIONS: 
1. The Bible is the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

a. This affirms that there is only one infallible authority for the church.  
b. This affirms what the Bible teaches, it teaches infallibly. 

2. The Bible is infallible only when it speaks of faith and practice. 
a. This implies that not all the Bible is infallible, but limited to those areas 

addressing faith and practice. 
b. It is but one small step from this position, to minimizing the entire scope of 

the impact and authority and relevance of Scripture. Reduces it to those 
parts man chooses to attach to faith and practice. 

c. This position must be rejected!  

1- What is the BIBLE? 
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Biblos () which means “book”. 
The Bible calls itself “the Word of God.” 

Hebrews 4:12 
1st Thessalonians 2:13 

The Bible calls itself the “living Words” 
Acts 7:28 

The Bible calls itself the “Holy Scriptures” 
Romans 1:2 
2nd Timothy 3:15 

2- SEVEN VALUES OF THE BIBLE 
1. Romans 10:17—The first necessity for faith. 
2. 1st Peter 1:23—Sinners are begotten by the Word 
3. James 1:18-21—Means God carries out His will to “bring us forth” and to “save our 

souls”  
4. 1st Peter 2:2—Means of spiritual growth  (See Mt. 4:4) 
5. John 15:3—Means of being cleansed from sin. (See Ps.119:9) 
6. Matthew 4:1-11—Counter the attacks of the devil. (See Eph. 6:11, 17) 
7. Psalms 119:11—Avoid sinning against God.  

Quotation from Alexander Campbell 
“The Bible is to the intellectual and moral world of men what the sun is to the 
planets in our system—the foundation and the source of light and life, spiritual and 
eternal. There is not a spiritual idea in the whole human race that is not drawn from 
the Bible. As soon will the philosopher find an independent sunbeam in nature, as 
the theologian a spiritual conception in man, independent of the ONE 
BEST BOOK.”3

Kumar cites FIVE grounds for accepting the Bible’s unique origin: 
1. Reason demands it—only an infinite Creator God can answer the deepest questions 

of His creation. 
2. History verifies it—countless historical confirmations require a source of Scripture 

which transcends the abilities of man. 
3. Archaeology supports it—“Through the wealth of data uncovered by historical and 

archaeological research, we are able to measure the Bible’s historical accuracy. In 
every case where its claims can be thus tested, the Bible proves to be accurate and 
reliable.”4

4. Prophecy proves it—it is said that some 34% of the entire Bible is written in the form 
of prophecy. Only the supernatural mind of God can possess such accurate 
foreknowledge. (See Isaiah 41:21-23 and Luke 24:44) 5

5. Christ confirms it. (See John 10:35) “No only did Jesus Christ look upon the Old 
Testament as forming an organic whole, but also he believed that both as a unit and 
in its several parts it was finally and absolutely authoritative.”  

3 Alexander Campbell. Christian System. (Bethany, VA-1839. Nashville: Gospel Advocate), 1970.
4 Jack Cottrell. The Authority of the Bible. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 48-49. 
5 Edward J. Young. “The Authority of the Old Testament” in The Infallible Word. (Presbyterian & Reformed: 
Nutley, NJ), 58-59.  
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3- THE LIBERAL ATTACK ON THE BIBLE 
From the 20th century—the practical results from the skeptics are: 

a. The Bible has come into existence as all other books. It is of purely human 
authorship, containing the views fables, myths, speculations and religious 
notions of man who chooses to embrace the weakness of his own nature, 
instead of accepting his role as head of the universe. Hear their own position 
from the Humanistic Manifesto II…  

“We believe, however, that traditional dogmatic or authoritarian religions 
that place revelation, God, ritual, or creed above human needs and 
experience do a disservice to the human species. Any account of nature 
should pass the tests of scientific evidence; in our judgment, the dogmas and 
myths of traditional religions do not do so. Even at this late date in human 
history, certain elementary facts based upon the critical use of scientific 
reason have to be restated. We find insufficient evidence for belief in the 
existence of a supernatural; it is either meaningless or irrelevant to the 
question of survival and fulfillment of the human race. As nontheists, we 
begin with humans not God, nature not deity. Nature may indeed be broader 
and deeper than we now know; any new discoveries, however, will but 
enlarge our knowledge of the natural.” (Humanist Manifesto-II)  

b. Skeptics say the Bible has “evolved” as man’s view of God has 
“evolved”. From more primitive barbaric or tribal views, to a more 
“civilized” view by Jesus. 
c. Under such a system, the final authority for life shifts from God, the 
Creator and Ruler to man. From the age of Enlightenment and 
Reason, human reason and experience are elevated above the Bible. 

Jack Cottrell in Faith’s Fundamentals, addresses the matters:
4- THE ACTIVITIES OF GOD IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIBLE 
THE PROCESS—There are TWO divine activities in the origin of the Bible 

1. Revelation—based on the facts that God IS, God ACTS and God SPEAKS! (This 
has to do with the CONTENT!)  

a. Two sources of Revelation: 
i. General- Ps. 19:1-6; Romans 1:20-25 

ii. Specific- Ps. 19:7-11;  Ps. 119: (Consider all the attributes of 
the Word of God in this Psalm) 

b. “Thus saith the Lord…”  
i. Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13 

ii. Isaiah 1:2, 10 
c. The “oracles” of God 

i. Romans 3:2  (lit. the very words of God) 
ii. Hebrews 1:1-2 

d. “The gospel rests not on human conjecture or rational speculation” 
but it has been revealed by the Lord God through Jesus Christ.6

6 R.C. Sproul. Scripture Alone. (P & R Publ. Phillipsburg, NJ, 2005) p.31.  
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i. John 1: 18  (See Jn. 20:30-31)  
ii. Matthew 16:17 

2. Inspiration—The Holy Spirit gave personal oversight to the inscribing of the 
Bible from MOSES to JOHN the Apostle to ensure the writings were the 
message of God. (This speaks more to the PROCESS employed to 
communicate the CONTENT) 

Millard Erikson speaking on behalf of the fundamentalist position writes,  

“The belief that the Holy Spirit has so influenced the writers of the Bible  
that their writings were not merely their words, but the very words of God 
and thus completely free of error.” (New Evangelical Theology. Revell,  
1968. p. 22 As quoted in Cottrell. Faith’s Fundamentals. p. 35) 

a. Plenary—means ALL!  See 2nd Timothy 3:16-17. (All Scripture is…)  

b. “breathed out” (theopneustos—) a metaphor for “God 
speaking”7

i. Matthew 22:43  (Ac. 28:25) 
ii. 2nd Peter 1:21 

iii. John 14:26; 16:13 
iv. 2nd Samuel 23:2 
v. Acts 1:16 

vi. Ephesians 3:4-5 
c. Much of the Bible did not have to be revealed, but it was ALL inspired. 

(Some would have been known by common knowledge, historical 
records, writer’s own research or even his own experience.) 

d. B.B. Warfield stated, “Inspiration is, therefore, usually defined as a 
supernatural influence exerted on the sacred writers by the Spirit of 
God, by virtue of which their writings are given divine 
trustworthiness.”8

5. THE PRODUCT—The result of God’s REVELATION AND INSPIRATION! 

1. The Bible is the WORD OF GOD… the logos.  
a. John 1:1, Revelation 19:13 
b. The O.T. text was the WORD of GOD!  (See Mr. 7:13) 

c. Romans 3:2—talogialiterally, the “very words of God” 
2. The Bible is INFALLIBLE and INERRANT 

a. Infallible- incapable of error or deceiving, because it is linked to and 
the outcome of the very nature, integrity, and character of God. 

i. 1st John 3:20-“God knows all things”

7 Jeff Donley. Basic Theology. (College Press: Joplin, MO, 1988) p. 25
8 As Quoted in “What About Inerrancy?” by Donald Nash.  
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ii. Titus 1:2- “God cannot lie”
iii. John 10:35- “The Scripture cannot be broken”

b. Inerrant- It is in substance, FREE from error. It is inherently truth. 
i. Psalms 19:9  “sure” means “true”  

ii. Psalms 119:89 
iii. John 17: 17 

3. The Bible is the ONE TRUE AND FINAL AUTHORITY, TOTALLY RELEVANT 
a. The Bible communicates God’s divine will and message to man, 

makes its rightful claim upon the mind and life of man for his total 
allegiance and is the highest authority on which one can base his life, 
decisions, faith, doctrine and hopes. 

6- THE CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE 
The Scripture can be understood!

1. Every statement in the Bible has a specific, intended meaning. (Today 
people say, “There is no one right interpretation of Scripture… one 
interpretation is as good as another”) This is a myth. The original intended 
meaning of the inspired author to the original recipients is the message of 
the Bible. It need not be contemporized to be relevant.   

2. God intends us to understand His Word. 
a. Acts 8:30 
b. John 8:32 

3. We can understand His Word. 
a. Some teach that sin has clouded the mind, short-circuited the 

intellect that the message cannot be understood. This is NOT the 
case.   

b. John 20:31 
c. The barrier to true Bible understanding is not a sin-clouded 

intellect; rather a sin-hardened will. (Eph. 4:18-24) 
d. 2 KEYS 

i. Scripture must be studied wholistically.  Must have the 
whole picture. (The African man in Acts 8 did not have the 
whole picture) 

ii. Personal experiences must be interpreted by the Bible, not 
the Bible interpreted in light of our experiences.  

1. Mt. 7:21-23—where experience is the foundation 
2. Mt. 7:24-27—where the Word is the foundation  

Jeff Donley wrote in Basic Theology… 

“Just as Jesus is faultless (1st Jn. 3:5), the written Word is faultless. (Ps. 
119:128)  There is no difference between Jesus’ authority and Biblical authority. They 
are one and the same. In fact, the INCARNATE Word appealed to the written 
(INSCRIBED-my insertion) Word as the authority.”   
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Lesson 4 

Why Believe in God Who Is Invisible? 
(Reasons to Believe in God from the Testimony of the Bible)   

The basis of this discussion with an honest questioner or doubter or skeptic begins with the 
assumption and agreement to the fact that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. (See 2nd

Timothy 3:16-17 and contents of Lesson 3) 

As such it must be agreed upon these foundational premises: 
1. The Bible is the FIRST and ULTIMATELY authoritative source for answers to faith, 

doctrine, ethics, and life questions. 
2. What the Bible says regarding the issues it addresses (in whatever field or discipline) 

is to be regarded as TRUE from the Creator’s will and perspective. As such it is 
AUTHORITATIVE. 

3. Answers and conclusions to questions of faith and doctrine should be accepted and 
agreed to, no matter the positional changes they require in personal thinking, 
beliefs, values, morals and life practices.  

4. Any answer or conclusion which stands in disagreement or conflict to the Bible’s 
word on the subject must be regarded as false or a distortion of the truth, no matter 
what motives exist behind those conclusions or whatever their source may be.  

The principle of THREE Bible verses: 
Titus 1:2—“… in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages 
ago…”.  That says God CANNOT lie, not will not lie. To do would a violation of His own holy 
character and a denial of His being. Not lying is not some moral choice of God; rather it is 
the only action consistent with His divine being. 
Hebrews 6:17-18—“In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the 
promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed [i.e. guaranteed] with an oath, 
so that two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have 
taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.”
To convey the strongest sense of God keeping His covenant promises,  God Himself takes an 
oath based on TWO unchangeable things… a PROMISE about His purpose AND a 
GUARANTEE [interposed] in His oath… 
Romans 3:4—“… Rather, let God be found true, though every man be a liar…”  God has 
always and will always be true and tell the truth. So even if every man on earth would say 
otherwise, what God says will ALWAYS be true!  

So if in our discussion, there is agreement here on the truthfulness of Scripture, one can 
proceed to show Biblical evidence for the existence of God. If a person is not quite sure, one 
can point out the consistency between the “philosophical” reasons [Lesson 2] and the 
Biblical evidence. More importantly, one should reiterate the truthfulness and relevance 
and reliability of Scripture as God’s truth. [Lesson 3] But don’t hesitate to share at least 
some Scripture which offers evidence for the existence of God. Holy Spirit, if a human heart 
is open and fertile to truth, can embed a seed of truth deeply in the soul where it has the 
possibility of taking root and bearing fruit. Remember, WE don’t do the converting… rather 
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God’s Spirit is the one who “convinces the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment to 
come.” [See John 16:8-11]. We must partner with the Spirit of God to win over the minds 
and hearts of the doubters.  “But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is 
written, ‘I believed, therefore I spoke,’ we also believe, therefore we also speak.” (2nd

Corinthians 4:13 NASB).  
Augustine (354-430) stated, “All aspects of life must be viewed in relation to the 

existence of God—order, physics, history, etc. There is no opposition between faith and 
reason, but reason should be the servant of faith.”  He spoke of the absolute existence of 
God, an actual factual existence, relevant to daily life, which bring order to the world—
intellectually, morally, and with happiness, which only the true Christian can experience.  

1. BIBLICAL CLAIMS OR EVIDENCE TO THE EXISTENCE OF GOD 
a. The opening statement of the Bible… “In the beginning, GOD…” This is NOT 

speaking of the beginning OF God, for God is eternal. It is speaking of the 
beginning of all matter, and the launch of creation week, which accounts for 
the beginning of the universe and everything in it. God is the FIRST CAUSE. 
God is the DESIGNER. God is the DIVINE ORIGINATOR. And the Bible begins 
with an acknowledgement of HIM!  

i. The five fundamental elements of science are found in this first 
sentence of the Bible: 

1. Time—In the beginning 
2. Power/Force/Energy—GOD 
3. Action/Movement—Created (bara=out of nothing, by His 

word)  
4. Space—The heavens 
5. Matter—The earth (God speaks into existence all the raw 

material or matter from which everything is made)   
ii. The opening statement of the Bible is most profound. While the 

creation week record unfolds, to describe a summary of God’s activity 
over the next 6 solar days, verse 1 is the ultimate truth of origination 
of all things. 

b. The opening statement of the Gospel of John… “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. HE was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart 
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.” John provides 
an inspired commentary on the “And God said…” statements of Genesis 1. 
All those statements are pointing to Jesus.   

i. This is echoed in Colossians 1:16—“For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
have been created through Him and for Him.”

ii. The Father was the divine omni-genius designer behind creation, 
Jesus was the divine omni-power behind creation and Holy Spirit was 
the omni-presence hovering or moving over this new entity God was 
making. (see Ge.1:2). 
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c. The critical Importance of faith in God’s existence as accounting for creation. 
i. Hebrews 11:6—“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 

he who comes to GOD must believe that He IS and He is a rewarder 
of those who seek Him.” But faith is not a blind, mindless leap. It is a 
deep measure of assurance and conviction about things in the 
invisible realm. (cf. Heb.11:1) 

ii. Hebrews 11:3—“By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 
of things which are visible.”   

iii. T. L. Moore, former physics professor at University of Cincinnati said, 
“To talk of the evolution of thought from sea slime to amoeba, from 
amoeba to a self-conscious thinking man, means nothing. It is the 
easy solution of a thoughtless brain.”1

d. Evidence to the supernatural work of God begins with and certainly includes 
His activity in creation, but is not limited to that. Consider all the 
supernatural activities of God, i.e. the universal flood, the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the exodus of Israel from Egypt, the sundial turning 
backwards, the sun standing still, the crossing of the Red Sea, the virgin birth 
of Jesus, and the raising of people from the dead, etc.  

e. The crucial need to “know God”. (Not know about God; rather really know 
God.) John 17:3—“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.” Jesus, in His prayer, reveals 
that really “knowing God” is the essence of eternal life. Still, it is just too easy 
for us to think that knowing a little about God is sufficient. 

f. The meaning of the name YHWH or YAHWEH.  See Exodus 3:14—“God said 
to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’ [YHWH] and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the 
sons of Israel, ‘I AM’ has sent me to you.” 

i. YHWH or YAHWEH is the most personal and covenant name for God 
in the Old Testament. In the 3rd person, it is translated “HE IS” and in 
the 1st person, it is translated “I AM”.  The name itself speaks of the 
ever-present existence of God. There is never a time in eternity past 
or eternity future where God is not existent in the present tense. He 
is eternal. God is ALWAYS the I AM! And Jesus took the same title to 
Himself during His ministry.  

ii. Moses would later write, “From everlasting to everlasting, YOU are 
God.” (Ps.90:2)  

g. The testimony of those who have conversed with God or have heard God 
speak. 

i. Cain (Gen 4:6) 
-Noah (Gen 6:13-21, 7:1-4, 8:15-17) 
-Noah and his sons (Gen 9:1-17) 
-Job and his friends (Job 38:1-42:6) 

1 As quoted in Hebrews. John MacArthur Jr. (Chicago, Moody Press. 1983), p. 293.  

Reasonable 
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-Abimelech (Gen 20:3-7) 
-Isaac (Gen 26:24) 
-Jacob (Gen 28:13-15, 35:1, 9-12 ... maybe 32:26-29) 
-Joshua (Jos 6:2-5) 
-Samuel (1Sa 3:4-14, 15:10, 16:7) 
-David (1Sa 23:2, 23:4, 30:8; 2Sa 2:1, 5:19, 5:23-24) 
-Nathan (2Sa 7:4-16 & 2Sa 12:1 by implication) 
-Solomon (1Ki 3:5-15,  6:11-13) 
-Jehu (1Ki 16:1-4) 
-Elijah (1Ki 19:9-18) 
-Isaiah (2Ki 20:4; Isa 6:8-12, 8:1-11) 
-Ahaz (Isa 7:10-25) 
-Manasseh and his people (2Ch 33:10) 
-Jonah (Jon 1:1-2, 3:1-2, 4:4, 4:9-11) 
-Ezekiel (Eze 1:3) 
-Hosea (Hos 1:2-5) 
-Haggai (Hag 2:10-23) 
-Zechariah (Zec 1:1-17) 
-People at Jesus’ baptism (Mat 3:17) 
- Peter, James, John at transfiguration (Mt. 17:1-7)                                   
- Crowd around Jesus during Passion week (Jn.12:27-30)                                
- Paul (Act 9:3-6, 18:9)                                                                                     
- John on Patmos Island (Re.1:9-20) 

ii. For one to deny these testimonies, one must prove the record of 
these conversations or direct messages from God to be inauthentic 
and thus regarded as false witnesses to a real event. This of course 
would lead the discussion back to the integrity and credibility of the 
books of the Bible and the faithful transmission of the documents 
which we know as inspired Scripture.

2. CHRISTOLOGICAL EVIDENCE TO THE EXISTENCE OF GOD  
a. Jesus Christ claims to know God, see God, and be God. 

i. John 1:18—“No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”

1. This is a direct claim of Jesus to have been with God, and has 
seen God, and is God, and has come to earth to disclose or 
reveal or explain God. (exegatos)  

b. Holy Spirit testifies to the existence of God through the dual nature of Jesus 
Himself. Romans 1:3-4—“concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant 
of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with 
power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

i. This Scripture is speaking of both the humanity of Jesus and the deity 
of Jesus, confirmed by the resurrection.  
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c. The apostles testified that God has enlightened them with this testimony of 
existence. “For God who said, ‘Light shine out of darkness,’ is the One who 
has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ.” (2nd Cor.4:6)  

d. Jesus Himself cited the categories of testimony to His identity as being from 
God and is God: (See John 5:30-47) 

i. John the baptist’s testimony—(v.32-35) 
ii. The miraculous work of Jesus Himself confirms His divine identity. 

(v.36) 
iii. The Father Himself (v.37-38) 
iv. The Scriptures (v.39-44) 
v. Moses (v.45-47)  

vi. These claims certainly are cited as evidence to the identity of Jesus. 
Yet additionally, they are claims as to His relation to the Father God.  

e. Only God can forgive sins! (See Mark 2:1-13) This is of the highest level of 
testimony to the intimate oneness of Jesus and the Father. And the critics of 
Jesus knew full well what Jesus was saying and claiming. He was claiming to 
be full and equal deity with God and as God.  As such, His testimony 
regarding the existence of God is unmistakable.  

f. “We may not like the Jesus of the historical documents; but like him or not, 
we meet him there as a divine being on whom our personal destiny 
depends.”2

g. Jesus Christ places Himself in a unique place regarding the testimony about 
God and from the exclusive position as the GOD-MAN in this dual nature to 
speak of God’s existence.  

i. Stephen Neill in summarizing his study of world religions stated, “… 
Jesus is not the least like anyone else who has ever lived. The things he 
says about God are not the same as the saying of any other religious 
teacher. The claims he makes for himself are not the same as those 
that have been made by any other religious teacher.”3

It is with great hope that the individuals we as Christians are able to converse with have at 
least a basic understanding of the place of Holy Scripture. And with that basic 
understanding or at least appreciation for it, the believer can guide those with honest 
doubts and sincere questions to the areas of testimony the Scriptures themselves offer for 
the existence of the one and only true God.  And with the assurance a Christian has in 
knowing that the events of the Bible are substantiated in history and science in varied fields 
of exploration and research.  An unbiased look at the evidence (all categories of evidence 
and testimony, see notes p.9) leads an honest seeking person to one conclusion—there is 
ONE GOD, YAHWEH, THE GREAT I AM!    

2 John W. Montgomery. History and Christianity. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1965), 58.  
3 Stephen Neill. Christian Faith and Other Faiths. Second Edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970), 233.  



“…be always ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to  
give an account for the hope that is in you,..”(1st Peter 3:15 NASB) 

28

Lesson 5 

JESUS CHRIST 
(Ordinary Man or The God-Man?)   

There was a time one could assume in our country that most everyone knew of Jesus. They 
may not have known every important fact about Him, but most folks had a general 
knowledge of who He was/is and you could have a pretty open discussion about Him, 
knowing that most folks would be familiar with the larger aspects of the Jesus message. Not 
so anymore.  

With Biblical illiteracy on the rise, church attendance dropping across the country, and 
fewer and fewer sermons from the Bible itself, there is a steep decline is a true Biblical 
understanding about Jesus. This is compounded by the proliferation of so many non-
Christian religions infiltrating our nation. The assumptions we once ministered under really 
do not hold true for very many people anymore.  

It is absolutely crucial that every Christian become very aware of the basic aspects of Jesus’ 
life and ministry and be prepared to defend the person and work of Jesus Christ as Son of 
God.  

“Life Magazine published their Christmas Edition (December 1994) picturing Jesus on the 
cover with this question: “Who Was He?” The writer of the article cited many views… from 
the idea he never existed to a well-meaning, but misguided teacher, a radical feminist or a 
tragic victim of circumstances. But it seems to me the magazine’s cover answered its own 
question. Who was Jesus? Who is He? LIFE! In our postmodern era again as in any age, Jesus 
doesn’t need to be reinvented, reinterpreted, or reimagined. He needs to be received as 
Savior and respected as Lord, before He returns in glory.” (David Faust, Taking Truth Next 
Door. P. 186). 

One would be wise to familiarize himself with the other existing views about Jesus that 
could be encountered when witnessing to others today.  

Wayne Jackson, Editor of the Christian Courier and Church of Christ preacher residing in 
Stockton, CA lists the following “False Ideas About Jesus Christ”:

1. Jesus never existed. This false idea was first advanced by a German historian in the 
mid-19th century named Bruno Baur. In The Great Soviet Encyclopedia (1952) there 
is a two-line entry under the heading, Jesus, which states, “The name of the 
mythological founder of Christianity.”  There are others which makes statements 
such as  “Historians today have fairly well dismissed Jesus as being historical.”  
Another states, “I am convinced that the story of Jesus is just a myth.”  

2. Jesus Is a Spirit-being, but never entered life as human being.  This teaching is a 
branch of Gnosticism known as Docetism which voiced the view that Jesus was not a 
real “flesh and blood” man, that he only “appeared” to be human.  Of course this 
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denies the incarnation, and of course the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. But 
this view no longer has much of a significant following. 

3. Jesus is the First-Created Being.  This false view of Jesus is still present and popular 
today, being heralded first by the Watchtower movement. They hold that Jesus 
Christ is NOT an eternal being, but was the very first of God’s created order.  Thus it 
is held by this view that Jesus is part of the created order, not the eternal Creator 
Himself.  (It is held that Jesus had a beginning) 

4. Another false view about Jesus today is that Jesus is of the order of angels. This is 
closely related to the 3rd view noted above.  As such, He would again be nothing 
more than a created being, but not of the human order; rather of the angelic order.  

5. Another view found in some branches of the Pentecostal movement is that there is 
no distinction between Jesus as Son of God and the Father. They are one in the 
same being, in essence. So they do not represent two distinct persons of the 
Godhead, but rather one in the same person. Some of these variant “Pentecostal” 
movement refer to themselves as the “Jesus-Only” Christians. 

6. Jesus was a first century con artist, who pulled off this amazing mirage of a death, 
burial, resurrection event which fooled the masses. This Jesus was a trickster who 
manipulated people into believing he was the Messiah.  This view of Jesus being 
nothing more than a charlatan or fraud is presented as pulling off the greatest 
conspiracy event by Hugh J. Schonfield in The Passover Plot.   

7. Another modern view about Jesus is that he was a good man, and a good teacher, 
but not divine in any way at all. He is regarded by those of this popular view as a 
man who always went about doing good and helping others in need. But he is 
believed to have no part of his being that is divine in any sense. This view advocates 
that he is totally human, nothing more. However, he exemplifies the very best that 
human beings can be.  And some will even acknowledge that this Palestinian 
carpenter not only went about doing good, but was a respected rabbi in some of the 
small villages and towns in Galilee.  

8. Jesus is merely another prophet among a whole line of prophets. According to 
Islam,  Jesus is regarded as a great prophet, but as such, Jesus never ascribed deity 
to himself. That is just something his followers did. And they believe Jesus never 
died on a cross. In fact Jesus is just one in a long line of prophets, with Mohammed 
being the last and greatest of them.  Long after Islam became fully developed, there 
arose an apostate form, an offshoot of Islam in the mid-1860’s,  proclaiming the 
Great World Teacher who is Mirza Mohammed Husayn Ali who adopted the name 
Baha’i for his movement. It advocates that the first prophet was Adam, then Moses, 
Krishna, Buddha, Zarathushtra (Zoroaster), Christ, Mohammed and finally Baha’i—
the last and most important of all.  

When we talk to people about Jesus, we are apt to encounter any one of these deviant 
views about our Lord. So it is wise very early in the discussion to politely ask… “Tell me, 
what do you know about Jesus.” OR “You seem to be somewhat familiar with Jesus, what 
do you believe about Him?”  Without clarifying matters at this point, you might be 
discussing Jesus, but have two completely different thoughts about just WHO He is.  



“…be always ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to  
give an account for the hope that is in you,..”(1st Peter 3:15 NASB) 

30

Thus, given the crucial nature of the real identity of Jesus of Nazareth, the following 
presents just an overview of the evidence for His true person: 

1. HISTORY DOCUMENTS THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST 
a. Roman testimony 

i. Cornelius Tacitus (1st century)— (In reference to the fires in Rome, 
A.D. 64) “Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite 
tortures on a class hated for their abomination, called Christians by 
the populace. Christus, from the name had its origin suffered the 
extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our 
procurators, Pontius Pilate…” (Lacitus, Annals. XV.44) 

ii. Suetonius (A.D. 120) writing of Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-54) says, 
“Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of 
“Chrestus”, he expelled them from Rome.” (This confirms the 
presence of Christianity in Rome within 20 years of the death of Jesus 
and expulsion of Jews from Rome as recorded in the book of Acts) 

iii. Thallus (wrote in A.D. 52) quoted by Julius Africanus in A.D. 221. 
“Thallus, in the third book of his histories, explains away this darkness 
as an eclipse of the sun—unreasonably as it seems to me 
(unreasonably,  of course because a solar eclipse could not take place 
at the time of the full moon, and it was at the season of the Paschal 
full moon that Christ died.)”

iv. Phlegon, as quoted by Philopon, “Phlegon mention the eclipse which 
took place during the crucifixion of the Lord Christ, and no other 
eclipse, … and this is shown by the historical account itself of Tiberius 
Caesar.” (4/II B, sect. 257 f16, c, p. 1165)  

v. Lucian of Samosata (2nd Century). (A Christ scoffer). He referred to 
Christ as “… the man who was crucified in Palestine because he 
introduced a new cult into the world… furthermore, their first lawgiver 
persuaded them that they were all brothers one of another… and by 
worshipping that crucified sophist himself and living under his laws.”
(The Passing Peregrinus)  

vi. Pliny (around A.D. 111, corresponded with emperor Trajan) spoke of 
the issue of trials of persons accused of being Christians, wrote, 
“Some of these denied they were Christians or had ever been so; at my 
dictations they invoked the gods and did reverence with incense and 
wine to your image, … they also cursed Christ; and as I am informed 
that people who are really Christians cannot possibly be made to do 
any of those things…”

1. As governor of Bithynia, in A.D. 112, wrote, “They were in the 
habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light 
when they sang and anthem to Christ as God, and bound 
themselves by a solemn oath not to commit any wicked deed.”
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b. Jewish Testimony 
i. Flavius Josephus—(A.D. 37--) Being a Jewish freedom fighter in 

Galilee, was captured in A.D. 66, but was spared by Vespasian and 
held in prison. He was eventually freed and spent the remainder of 
his life writing Jewish history. He mentions the death of John the 
Baptist in the narrative about Herod Antipas, the death of James, “the 
brother of Jesus, the so-called Christ.” (Antiquities 19.116-119 and 
20.200)  

1. From Antiquities. Xviii.3,3, it is recorded, “Now there was 
about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a 
man, for he was doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such 
men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him 
both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was the 
Christ, and when Pilate at the suggestion of the principal men 
among us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved 
him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them 
alive again the third day…. And the tribe of Christians so name 
from him are not extinct at this day.) 

c. Converted pagan to Christianity.  
i. Justin Martyr (A.D. 100-165) wrote Defense of Christianity to Emperor 

Pius, in referring to Pilate’s report, “They pierced my hands and my 
feet”, he says are a description of the nails that were fixed in His 
hands and His feet on the cross; and after He was crucified, those who 
crucified Him cast lots for His garments, and divided them among 
themselves, and that these things were so, you may learn from the 
‘Acts’ which were recorded under Pontius Pilate. (Apology 1.48)   He 
wrote a First Apology and Second Apology for the Christian faith.  

2. JESUS MADE PERSONAL CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD 
a. And as the Son of God, He is qualified to uniquely testify to the reality of the 

Godhead, the Father, the Word/Son and Holy Spirit.  (See John 1:1-3, 14, 18; 
20:28-29; Colossians 2:9)  Jesus claimed to be both equal with God and 
accepted worship as God. He said, “I and the Father are One.” (Jn.10:30-38). 
Jesus claimed to possess characteristics and power and position rightly 
ascribed ONLY to God. (The following list is cited by David Faust in Taking 
Truth Next Door, p. 95):  

i. Moral perfection (Jn. 8:29, 46; 2nd Cor. 5:21; 1st Peter 2:22) 
ii. Eternal Existence (Jn. 8:58; 17:5; Hebrews 1:8; Rev. 1:4,8, 17; 22:13) 

iii. Power to forgive sin. (Mrk. 2:1-12) 
iv. Power to bestow life. (Jn. 11:25) 
v. Possesses authority to judge (although this is deferred until His 

return) (Matt. 25:31-46; Jn. 5:26-27) 
b. Steven Kumar expands this list in Christianity for Skeptics, p. 89: as Jesus 

claimed: 
i.  To forgive sin (Matt.9:1-8) 
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ii. To judge the world (Jn. 5:27,30) 
iii. To give eternal life (Jn.3:16) 
iv. To be sinless ((Jn.8:46) 
v. To be the object of faith (Jn.8:24) 

vi. To answer prayer (Jn.14:13) 
vii. To be worthy of worship (Mt. 14:33) 

viii. To be the Truth (Jn.14:6) 
ix. To have all authority in heaven and earth (Mt. 28:18) 
x. To be one in essence with God (Jn. 10:30)   

c. Thus in responding to these claims, there are only a few options as Kumar 
points out on p. 92: 

i. Jesus claimed to be God but knew he was not: therefore he was a liar. 
ii. Jesus thought he was God, but he was not: therefore he was a lunatic. 

iii. Jesus never claimed to be God, but his followers created the idea: 
therefore he is a legend 

iv. Jesus claimed to be God because He was/is God: Therefore He is 
LORD!   

d. Professor A.M. Hunter of Aberdeen University makes this point: “No mortal 
man makes such a claim, or we know him to be mad. We are driven back on 
the words of wise old “Rabbi” Duncan: ‘Christ either deceived mankind by 
conscious fraud, or He was Himself deluded, or He was divine. There is no 
getting out of this trilemma.” (Quoted in John Young, The Case Against 
Christ, p.83)  

3. THE FULFILLMENT OF PREDICTIVE PROPHECY AUTHENTICATES THE IDENTITY OF 
JESUS CHRIST.  

a. There are over 300 specific prophecies preached and written hundreds of 
years for Jesus of Nazareth was ever born. Some claim that the events of his 
life happened, and then the old records were produced after the fact. This 
proposal drives us back to the credibility of the Holy Scriptures. It can and 
has been documented by textual experts that the prophecies of the Old 
Testament definitely precede the actual life of Christ by hundreds of years.   

b. Jesus even said, “If you believed Moses, you would believe ME, for he wrote 
about ME.” (Jn.5:46)   

c. Reubel Shelly points out that Matthew’s whole gospel is built around the 
theme of prophecy/prediction and fulfillment.  A recurring theme is “All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet…” (1:1-16; 
2:15, 17, 23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17,  et al.)  

d. Floyd Hamilton in The Basis of the Christian Faith, p.160, wrote, “Canon 
Liddon is the authority for the statement that there are in the Old Testament 
332 distinct predictions which were literally fulfilled in Christ.”

e. A summary of these predictions can be studied from Josh McDowell’s 
Evidence that Demands a Verdict, pp. 144-174. 

4. THE MIRACLES JESUS PERFORMED VALIDATES HIS CLAIMS TO BEING GOD IN FLESH 
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a. Shelly defines “miracle” as “an event so unusual in character that it defies 
explanation as anything other than the intervention of a supernatural 
power.” (Prepare To Answer, p.196).  

b. There are no less than 35 events recorded in the four biographical accounts 
of Jesus as demonstrating supernatural power over natural and all natural 
laws. And John adds that this does not begin to list them all. (Jn.20:30-31) 

c. And then one must consider the miracles related to His own existence and 
presence in this physical world. (i.e. the virgin conception—Is.7:14 & Mt. 
1:22-23). And of course the bodily resurrection from the grave is the 
paramount miracle of all, the greatest sign that God will ever give to the 
world. (Mt. 12:38-40; 16:1-4; 13-21)  

d. “The empty tomb of Jesus is a cold, hard fact that even early critics couldn’t 
deny.”  (Boa and Bowman, 20 Compelling Evidences that God Exists. p. 229).  

e. It is a matter this simple actually… if Jesus’ body were still in tomb, just 50 
days later on the day of Pentecost, when the apostles of Jesus openly stood 
in the temple courts and preached His death, burial and resurrection, the 
angry, scoffing Jews who had pressed for His crucifixion to begin with, would 
have rushed to the tomb, and come parading His dead body into the temple 
courts and would have, in doing so, forever silenced the voice of Christianity. 
But they could not!   

f. The multiple resurrection appearances of Jesus over the next 40 days 
confirms that He did just as He said He would do… on the third day, He 
reanimated His dead body and stepped back into life. And hundreds of 
eyewitnesses were available in the first century to confirm that!   

g. The gospel biographies written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and the 
letters written by Peter, Paul, James, and Jude and the prophecy of John all 
confirm the historicity of the life, ministry, death, burial, resurrection, and 
verifiable life of Jesus Christ.   

5. THE IMPACT ON THE WORLD BY JESUS CHRIST IS UNPARALLELED!  
a. Those who professed faith in Christ and were witnesses of Christ staked their 

entire lives on the truthfulness of the message.  
b. Will Durant said, “Christ and Caesar met in the arena—and Christ won.” ( a 

reference to the death of so many Christian in the Roman coliseum for the 
sport of a pagan culture.  

“If we see someone behaving pompously and arrogantly, we sometimes say, ‘He thinks he is 
God Almighty.’ But that’s a gross slur on God. Christianity focuses on a young Jew telling 
stories about the Kingdom of God, healing the sick, confronting the powerful, dying under 
the weight of the world’s pain, and rising again having defeated death itself; and 
Christianity says, ‘That’s What It Means to Be God.’” (Tom Wright, The Original Jesus: The 
Life and Vision of a Revolutionary, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), p.84-85).  
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Lesson 6 

CONVERSING WITH THE CULTURE 
(The Truth About The Truth)   

Webster defines truth first as “fidelity to an original or standard, the body of real things, 
events, or facts; the property of being in accordance with fact or reality.”

Being able to discuss “TRUTH” in today’s culture is at the top of the “Crucial for Witnessing” 
list. So many people think that there no such thing as “absolute truth”, that is truth which is 
always true for every age, every circumstance, every person, every situation. Truth is now 
believed to be determined individually, personally, emotionally, and circumstantially.  Not 
so with real truth or Bible truth. And the faithful Christian witness must be able to define, 
discuss, and apply this for today’s seeker or listener. 

The new “rule” for culture today is “relativism”. “Relativism is the idea that views are 
relative to differences in perception and consideration. There is no universal, objective truth 
according to relativism; rather each point of view has its own truth.”(The Wikipedia 
Dictionary) ” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy defines relativism as: “Roughly put, is 
the view that truth and falsity, right and wrong, standards of reasoning, and procedures of 
justification are products of differing conventions and frameworks of assessment and that 
their authority is confined to the context giving rise to them.”  It is not that there cannot be 
valid, differing opinions… the question that must be grappled with is this: “Is it truly a 
matter of opinion for consideration, OR it is a matter of objective, propositional fact?” That 
must be decided in all areas: theological, philosophical, ethical, and practical.  So we face 
this kind of “choice dilemma” with statements like these:  

 “What’s true for you may not be true for me.” 

 “That truth just doesn’t work for me.”  

 “There are no objective morals, just differing opinions.” 

 “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”   

 “One person’s art is another person’s pornography.”  
Common to all these statements is the criteria that differentiation in any category is 
subjective, not objective. A popular song of the ‘70’s said it this way: “There’s only you and 
me and we just disagree.”  

If we don’t believe this, just consider the fact that as the new millennium dawned, there 
were over 1,600 religious groups listed in the Encyclopedia of American Religions.  And half 
of them have come on the scene since the ‘60’s.  Consider Charles Colson’s assessment 
from 1987… (a quotation read from Kingdoms in Conflict, p. 225-226). [READ] 

So this thing of truth… is it to be constructed “on the fly” OR is it a gift from the Creator? 
That is a point where the discussion must take on deliberate attention. We dare not leave 
this to assumptions.    



“…be always ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to  
give an account for the hope that is in you,..”(1st Peter 3:15 NASB) 

35

Arnold Schlesinger Jr. stated, “Relativism is the American way.” (That was from the early 
‘90’s… just imagine the case now.)    

Josh McDowell provides this excellent explanation regarding real truth in Right From Wrong
(p.97): 

Let’s take for example the commandment, “You shall not murder”, the sixth 
commandment.  The KJV translated this as “Thou shalt not kill.” We know that this is not an 
absolute prohibition to killing, for even in the law itself, there are specific sins which are 
deemed to be capital crimes deserving of death. When a case is properly tried and guilt 
truly established, it is not a violation of God’s law-code to execute the sentence. Also killing 
is allowed and sometimes directed by God in the waging of a righteous war.  The prohibition 
of the 6th commandment is regarding murder. That is the PRECEPT.  Now the PRINCIPLE
behind the PRECEPT is this—human life is sacred, made in the image of God. [Read Genesis 
9:6] And the PERSON that it leads to or the One who is the Lawgiver to whom ultimate 
accountability must be given for the keeping of the PRECEPT or the breaking of the PRECEPT 
is God. He issues the precept.  

This PATTERN is true for every matter of TRUTH. A positive New Testament example of this 
is in the matter of salvation found exclusively in Jesus Christ. Acts 2:38 is spoken by Peter, 
an apostle of Jesus in answer to the guilt laden question of sinners who realized they had a 
part in the execution of Jesus and cried out, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  The PRECEPT 
involved TWO specifics: REPENT and be BAPTIZED EVERY ONE OF YOU.  That is the issued 
command spoken clearly and specifically from God’s spokesman. The PRINCIPLE is this: God 
offers forgiveness for even the sin of demanding  Jesus’ death, thus His forgiveness is 
available for every sinner and every sin. Man does not have to die and face God with this sin 
or any sin on his hands or heart.  The PERSON is JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, for baptism is 
performed in the NAME of Jesus Christ.  THUS A SALVATION TRUTH IS ESTABLISHED BY GOD 
THROUGH HIS GOSPEL. 
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This provides an excellent way of describing for any honest person how TRUTH is 
established by God in the Bible. (And of course while addressing the matter of truth, using 
an illustration like this latter one, the Christian witness is also planting the seed for the plan 
of salvation.)  

We should seriously consider discussing the matter of the purpose of life.  One survey 
showed that “over half of evangelicals (i.e. more conservative Christians on the Christian 
spectrum) said the purpose of life is enjoyment and personal fulfillment.”  (From Generating 
Hope: A Strategy for Reaching the Postmodern., p.21). The stated purpose for man and the 
highest spiritual purposes according to the Bible though is to glorify God. (i.e. Eph. 1:1-14)  

Consider these Biblical statements which speak of the permanence of God’s Word and what 
has happened to truth: 

1. “The grass withers and the flower falls, but the word of our God stands forever.”
(Is.40:8) 

2. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.” (Mt. 
24:35) 

3. “Truth has stumbled in the streets.” (Is. 59:14) 
4. “Truth has perished; it has vanished from their lips.” (Jer.7:28) 

“Spirituality today become more of a consumer item than a matter of facts, arguments and 
truth.” ( Douglas Groothuis, Truth Decay, p.28) 

Os Guiness describes the postmodern landscape of America this way: “Under postmodern 
conditions, words lose their authority and become accessory to images. The past is no longer 
a heritage, but a debris-strewn ruin to be ransacked for a bric-a-brac of beliefs that is as 
incoherent as it is inconsequential…. The grand flirtation with the meaninglessness of 
modernity goes on, but in a party mood. Religion is no longer transcendent, but a 
recreational pursuit for the connoisseurs of ‘spirituality’. Art, homes, life-styles, ideas, 
character, self-renewal, and even belief in God all become auxiliary to sales and the 
ceaseless consumption of styles.” (Guiness, The American Hour, 1992, p.129-130) 

So how do we converse with the culture? A strategy is needed more than ever.  

1. Grasp the concept of Biblical truth personally. 
a. The Hebrew term ‘emet” which is at the root of many O.T. words for truth 

involves the concept of “support” and “stability”.  That relates to faithfulness 
and conformity to fact. (Biblical Concept of Truth, p.290) God is true in 
attitudes and activities. 

i. Ps. 31:5 
ii. 2nd Chron. 15:3 

iii. Is. 45:19 
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iv. Ps. 145:18  
b. ‘emet also means that which conformed to reality which stands in contrast to 

anything erroneous or deceitful.   
i. 1st Ki. 17:24  

ii. Jer. 4:2 
iii. Ps. 119:142  

c. Truth (‘emet) is not just another word for personal belief or an accepted 
social custom.  (Consider Je. 8:8) Truth is an established fact. But belief, 
although even sincere, can be erroneous. (Consider Saul of Tarsus)  

d. The Greek word used in the New Testament (aletheia) speaks to the reality of 
God as revealed by and in and through the Son, Jesus.  

e. The Greek word “pistos” has to do with faithfulness, being reliable and 
trustworthy.   

f. Jesus Himself indicated that there was a definite choice to be made in regard 
to truth. “Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me.” (Jn. 18:37) 

g. John also used the word truth to describe “completeness” as opposed to 
what was incomplete for the time. (See Jn. 1:17).   

h. “The Biblical view of truth (‘emet-aletheia) is like a rope with several 
intertwined strands; it involves factuality, faithfulness, and completeness.”
(Nicole, Biblical Concept of Truth, p.296)   

2. One should witness to others with confidence in using the phrase “The Bible 
says…”

a. Doing so, takes the discussion to another level. (One may have to brush up 
on the elements introduced in Lesson 3 of this study).  

b. We must know what the Bible says and what it does not say.  A majority of 
Americans think that the Bible says, “God helps those who help themselves.”  

c. If we are confident of what the Bible teaches, say so, but be prepared to take 
that person to WHERE that reference is located and explain the context of 
that passage. (A help is the Personal Bible Ready Reference tool). Make sure 
we do not say, “Well the Bible says… and then not be able to substantiate 
that it really does say that. 

3. Become familiar with the Law of Non-contradiction. Two factual statements 
completely opposite to each other cannot both be true. One possibility is that 
neither may be truth. But if one can be established as truth, the other, of necessity 
must be false. (This of course cuts against the grain of the postmodern mind.)  

a. For example, consider these two statements: [1] Hell is a real God-prepared 
place of eternal punishment and torment intended for Satan, his followers 
and all those who are condemned by the Lord in the final judgment… OR  [2] 
Hell is not a real place marked by eternal punishment, but rather just a 
metaphor for the things that are difficult or undesirable in the experience of 
life in the here and now.  

4. Don’t be hesitant to say, “I don’t know… why don’t we look into that…”. If we 
know an answer, great. But don’t try to fake it with people today.  They will usually 
be able to tell the difference.  Acknowledge the reality of complex questions and 
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issues.  Giving just an over-simplified answer to a deep concern will contribute to a 
loss of credibility. 

a. Illus. “I have heard that you Christians say that anyone who commits suicide 
is going straight to hell.” (One must be careful not to speak for God where 
God has not spoken.)  

5. Truth tellers must practice the precept and principle of 1st Peter 3:15. 
a. Be sure Christ solely occupies the throne room of the believer’s heart. 
b. Always be ready to give an answer. 
c. KNOW the basis of the hope we have within us. 
d. Discuss and dialogue with the skeptic, doubter or seeker with gentleness and 

respect.  
6. Don’t expect to be admired in everyone’s viewpoint and assessment of you. If you 

believe the truth, stand for the truth, speak the truth (even in love) some will reject 
your message AND reject YOU for standing on it with conviction.  

a. Jesus said, “Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how 
their ancestors treated the false prophets.” (Lk. 6:26) 

7. Explain Biblical terms simply—don’t assume the person you are speaking with 
grasps the language of the “church”. We must work at making language clear and 
understandable vehicles of truth. That is not the same as “dumbing down the 
Bible.”  

a. For example, we can say… Jesus said, “I tell you this, unless you repent, you 
shall all likewise perish.”  “That makes “repentance” necessary according to 
Jesus, wouldn’t you agree?”  OK, let’s talk about what true repentance is…  

b. A flood of theological terminology in our conversational vocabulary can leave 
the person we are witnessing to feeling incapable of ever getting it!   

Trust God as you speak His truth. This is His Son’s gospel. It is His kingdom. He is the 
Creator and His will is for us to serve His purposes.  “For David, after he had served the 
purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers…” (Ac. 
13:36) . Today’s witness for Christ must be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves” to 
the greatest extent possible. And by all means, pray for guidance “that words may be 
given to me in the opening of my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel… 
that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” (Eph. 6:19-20) 

EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
Jude 3 
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