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Dear Church

1-A

The Churches Who Received the Prison Letters
It is believed by most all New Testament scholars that the “prison letters/epistles” of
Paul the Apostle were written during his first Roman imprisonment. This would be the time
referred to at the close of the Book of Acts. (See 28:16, 30-31). The congregations that he wrote
to during this “house arrest” type of imprisonment were: Philippi, Ephesus, Colossae, and by
extension Laodicea. (See Colossians 4:13-16). There was a personal letter written during this
time to Philemon concerning a slave, now a Christian brother named Onesimus.
The Lord had said earlier to Paul the Apostle, “Take courage, for as you have solemnly
witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.” (Acts 23:11). That
revelation was given Paul upon his arrest in Jerusalem when Pharisees and Sadducees erupted
into a fierce debate over Paul’s words as he addressed the high council (Sanhedrin) and the
high priest. The remaining chapters of Acts detail the periods of imprisonment, hearings,
journey to Rome and his detainment there, presumably before his hearing before the Emperor
Caesar Nero. (Emperor from 54 A.D.—68 A.D.). Being a Roman citizen, Paul utilized his right to
appeal his case to be heard by the emperor, since it was deemed a capital case by his accusers.
(Acts 25:11-12; 26:32)
During the time of this “house arrest/imprisonment”, Paul was able to receive visitors
and send communiqué to the churches by them. These visitors and co-workers brought him
news of the progress and the conditions of congregations which had been launched by Paul and
his own traveling teams as well as other congregations established by other Christian workers.






Epaphras had come from Colossae with news and concerns about the church there.
(Col.4:12)
Epaphroditus was from the congregation at Philippi, (Phil. 4:18), a Macedonian
congregation in the northern province of Greece. He was a messenger who brought a
love-offering gift to Paul.
Tychicus was from Ephesus and was appointed to carry the letter from Paul back to the
congregation along with the most current update on how he was doing. (Ep. 6:21)
Also a slave by the name of Onesimus, whose master’s name was Philemon of Colossae,
came to Paul and was converted to Christ and was sent back to his master, a brother in
the Lord.

The Congregations
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1. Philippi—The City and The Church
a. This city was positioned on the Egnatian Way, one of the most famous east/west
roads in the Roman empire. The NASB is correct in identifying it as a Roman
colony, for it served as a key military position for the defense of the empire in
eastern Macedonia. As a “Roman” city, it enjoyed three priviledges:
i. It was a self-governing city
ii. Legal citizens were exempt from paying tribute tax to the Emperor
iii. The legal citizens received the rights of Roman citizens like the ones in
Italy, and exhibited their citizenship with typical Roman dress, language,
coinage, and holidays.
iv. This was a major city on the very eastern border of Europe and the first
city in Europe to receive the gospel.
b. The beginning of this Christian congregation took place on Paul’s Second
Missionary Journey (Acts 15:37—18:22) Having been praying for the Lord’s
leading from Asia, this was the direction that the Spirit of Jesus led the
missionary team to evangelize. The birth of the church there is recorded in Acts
16:12-40 under the headings of three dramatic conversion accounts:
i. Lydia, the business woman from Thyratira. (Acts 16:13-15)
ii. A slave girl who was demon-possessed. (Acts 16:16-18) It is presumed
that she became a Christian, having been released from the power of the
devil.
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iii. The Philippian jailor and his household. (Acts 16:19-34)
c. It is assumed that Paul left Dr. Luke here in Philippi with this young congregation,
for the close of the Acts accounts sees a change in the pronouns from “we” to
“they” as the missionary team moved on to Thessalonica. (Acts 16:40) It is
believed that Luke remained here as evangelist for about 5 years from 52-57
A.D., for the Acts narrative does not become “we” again until (Acts 20:4-5).
2. Ephesus—The City and The Church
a. This city is in Asia Minor. Paul had previously wanted to travel this direction
when making his way across central Asia and Lord directed him otherwise. But
then toward the close of the 2nd Missionary journey, Paul and his team came to
Ephesus, enroute to Syria. (Acts 18:18-22) The city was characterized as:
i. This was a seaport city in western Asia and a city where major highways
of Asia (modern-day Turkey) converged.
ii. It was a major commercial center of the day, and boasted of the grand
pagan temple of Diana (a Roman goddess, in Greek Artemis or previously
Astarte/Asherah). The temple was considered to be one of the “Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World) The Artemis cult centered around magic,
astrology and sex, being a “fertility cult”.
iii. It appears to be the 4th largest city in the Roman empire in its day,
(behind Rome, Alexandria-Egypt, Antioch-Syria). Population in this period
of the 1st century is estimated to be some 300,000. It was wealthy, pagan
to the core, and a busy crossroads for both tourists and business people,
aside from those who made journeys there for ‘religious’ purposes.
b. The first influence of Christianity was on the end of the 2nd Missionary journey as
Paul was making his way back to Antioch of Syria. (Acts 18: 18-21). He could not
stay as requested, but left Aquila and Priscilla there to minister the gospel.
c. Apollos, a polished preacher was there also for some time, but had to be
corrected for his “incomplete” presentation of the plan of salvation by Aquila
and Priscilla. (Acts 18:24-28)
d. Paul did return to Ephesus on his 3rd Missionary journey and has many gospel
victories. He remains here for nearly three years, probably the longest stay in
one church in his missionary travels. The Bible reports (even from his critics) that
“most all of Asia” heard the gospel during this period. (Acts 19:26)
e. By the end of the 3rd Missionary journey, this congregation was growing large
with a core of elders, whom Paul addressed on his way back to Caesarea. (Acts
20:17-38)
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f. Timothy would later serve as an evangelist with this congregation and by the end
of the 1st century, the Apostle John would serve here and conclude his ministry
here.
3. Colossae—The City and The Church
a. Colossae was located on a rocky ridge overlooking the Lycus River, some 100
miles east of Ephesus in the region/country known as Phrygia. It was just a short
distance from Hierapolis and Laodicea. When those two nearby cities prospered,
the business profitability of Colossae declined. It was especially noted for the
shiny black wool produced from the sheep of nearby herdsmen. By the time of
mid-1st century, the city had diminished into relative insignificance. Wilbur Fields
noted that Colossae had become the “most insignificant city to which Paul ever
wrote a letter.” (Bible Study Textbook, College Press, p.120)
b. Antiochus, a Syrian king had forced a major Jewish migration to the region about
170 B.C. This would explain the “Jewish elements” of concern in Paul’s letter,
including many heresies he was compelled to address.
c. Paul never visited the city, at least by this time of record. (Col.2:1) But it is
assumed to have been evangelized by some of Paul’s team during his extended
stay in Asia.
d. Many believe the congregation was started during the time of Paul’s ministry
centered in Ephesus, possibly by Epaphras (Col.4:12-13).
e. Apparently the church met in the home of Philemon and Paul hoped to visit
there in the near future. (See Philm 22).

OPENINGS AND SALUTATIONS
1. Ephesians 1:1-2 and Colossians 1:1-2
a. Paul identifies himself as an “apostle of Jesus Christ” by the will of God. He
received a “special call” years after the other men were called by Jesus to the
apostleship, but his role as an apostle was inferior in NO WAY to the other,
though he often had to defend his apostleship.
b. In the Colossian letter, he indicates that Timothy is with him at the time.
c. He refers to the people of both congregations as “saints” (those set apart for
holiness) and as “faithful” or “faithful brethren”.
d. He extends “grace and peace” in his initial words of instruction and
encouragement to them.
i. God the Father and the Lord Jesus are the heavenly sources of grace and
peace.
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The Roles of the Godhead in Redemption
Ephesians 1: 3-14
This passage which opens the Ephesian letter is one of the most comprehensive
statements about the specific and interconnected roles of the Godhead (i.e. Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit) in all the New Testament. This statement underscores the work of redemption is a
total effort of each divine person of God joining together for to accomplish this ultimate
purpose of saving sinners and reconciling them to Himself and restoring them to their ultimate
and original purpose.
This is originally penned in ONE sentence, making it quite complex and comprehensive.
It is the longest sentence in the Bible. It is written with the intent to exalt each person of God
and praise Him for all He does to accomplish the salvation of men.
This sentence is marked into sections by the repeated phrase “to the praise of His
glory” or “glorious grace” (v.6, 12, 14). Thus the ULTIMATE goal of each aspect of salvation is to
bring glory to God, as His purpose is carried out.
Also notice the number of references to “In Him, In Christ, In the Beloved, etc” to show
that salvation is absolutely impossible outside of Jesus.
1. The Aspects of the Father’s Role
a. Blesses us with every spiritual blessing (v.3)
b. Chose us in Jesus before the foundation of the world (v.4)
c. Intends that converted sinners be holy and blameless before Him (v.4)
d. In love, He predestined us to adoption as His children (v.5)
2. The Aspects of the Son’s Role
a. We have redemption through His blood (v.7)
b. Sinners are forgiven of their sins according to the riches of His grace (v.7)
c. In wisdom and insight, He makes known to us the mystery of God’s will (v.9)
d. God’s plan is administered in the fullness of time by Jesus (v.10)
e. All things in heaven and earth are summed up in Jesus (v.10)
f. Redeemed sinners obtain an inheritance, which is what God predestined to
happen according to His will (v.11)
3. The Aspects of the Spirit’s Role
a. Holy Spirit seals us in Jesus according to the promise (v.13)
b. Holy Spirit is given as the pledge or deposit of our inheritance. (v.14)
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c. Holy Spirit becomes the guarantee of all that is yet to come when redemption
is ultimately completed. (v.14)

ALL THIS IS FOR THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF GOD!
The Christology of the Prison Letters—EPHESIANS and COLOSSIANS
What is “Christology”? Christology is specifically the study of the person, nature, role and
work of Jesus of Nazareth as the God-chosen Messiah to the world. The prison letters of Paul
express his deep reflections and teachings on the person of Christ, the Jesus who spoke to him
on the road to Damascus some 25 years prior.
The Major Themes of Christology as found in the prison letters:
1. Philippians presents the Mind of Christ, the divine God-like attitude of humble
servitude to be practiced both before God, in the fellowship of believers and before a
crooked and twisted generation. (Philippians 2:5-11)
2. Ephesians presents the Lordship of Christ, as the God-appointed One who rules over
all other authorities, powers, dominions and names. As Lord, He is appointed head
over all things to the church. (Ephesians 1:20-23). Additionally, He is presented as:
a. The Spiritual Peacemaker (2:14-18)
b. The Cornerstone (2:20)
c. The Ascended Gift-Giver (4:7-11)
d. The Heavenly Bridegroom (5:25-27)
3. Colossians presents the Pre-eminence/ Supremacy of Jesus who fills the roles of
Creator, sustainer of the world, head of the church, firstborn from the dead, exhibiting
all the qualities of God and the reconciler of all things. (Colossians 1:15-20).
Additionally He is:
a. The Hope of Glory (1:27)
b. The Fullness of Deity (2:9)
c. The Anointed One at the Right Hand of God (3:1)
4. Philemon emphasizes how forgiveness and reconciliation provided by heavenly grace
and peace actually are implemented between brothers for the sake of Christ.
(Philemon 6)
Dear Church, what a heavenly richness awaits the reader who opens mind and heart to these
inspired letters of truth!

6

Dear Church

2-A

Prayers for Spiritual Growth
Ephesians 1: 15-17 and Colossians 1:3-12
It was the practice of Paul as he began correspondence with the congregations to which
he wrote, to begin with an expression of prayer. The concern and care for the churches
weighed on Paul’s mind constantly. (see 2nd Corinthians 11:28-29). His prayer list probably
looked much different than our own. He was largely concerned about the spiritual needs these
young congregations had, not that there were not physical concerns as well. Yet at the
forefront of his mind was the need for people to be converted, remain devoted, and increase in
spiritual awareness and true faith. Paul was keenly aware that a failure to maintain an
increasing spiritual focus only left lives more susceptible to assaults from the evil one. So long
as believers were living in this wicked-dominated world, there was a vulnerability to the
assaults of evil powers and the evil one. Such is still the case. Becoming a Christian does not
make one immune to temptation; in fact temptation often shifts to a more subtle and disguised
form of assault. So Paul prayed. That’s one thing that any person can do and do with fervency—
pray! There is no location, circumstance, prohibition, or mandate that can silence the saints’
prayers. (Governments may prohibit prayer and Bible reading in public school. But the only
prayer they may succeed in prohibiting is audible, verbal prayer. Prayers from the heart in
silence can never be prohibited and God is able to hear them as well as ones said aloud. There
is so much to be said for the prayers of Paul and so much that can be applied to our own prayer
life as God’s people.
1. The Things that Prompted Paul’s Prayers for these Christians
a. He heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus (Eph.1:15; Col.1:4) The exercise of true
faith will always leave a testimony. And a faith that is genuine will always have
room to deepen and grow.
b. He heard of their love for the saints (Eph. 1:15; Col.1:4) Love for the saints will
always be noticed because it will be evidenced by compassionate care and
service.
2. The Impact of the Gospel that was Changing Them
a. They now had a hope laid up for them in heaven. (Col.1:5- 8)
i. These Christian had heard about God’s great promises in the gospel, the
word of truth. (v.6)
ii. This same message is spreading through the whole world. (v.6)
iii. They heard of this grace in truth through Epaphras. (v. 7-8)
3. The Specific Requests Paul Made for Them
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a. All the saints would be given a spirit of wisdom, and the revelation of the
knowledge of Jesus. (Eph.1:17) This wisdom is so much more than being wise in
the ways of the world or street wise. This is heavenly wisdom. (See James 1:5;
3:17-18) It enables a believer to make appropriate application of Bible truths
and facts and values and integrate them into life. And since the complete N.T.
Scripture was not available to the churches as yet, God was still at work to see
that believers were equipped with sound truth to shape their lives and faith.
b. Every Christian would be able to be filled with the knowledge of His will with
spiritual wisdom and understanding. (Col. 1:9)
4. The Purposes These Blessings Would Accomplish (Colossians 1:10) “so that…”
indicates purpose and intent.
a. Walk in a worthy manner of life (v.10)
b. Please the Lord in all respects (v.10)
c. Bear fruit in every good work (v.10)
d. Increase in the knowledge of God (v.10)
e. Be strengthened in faith and faithfulness (v.10-11) with God’s power in order
to rock-solid steadfastness and a thankful spirit.
f. This reflects what the life God intends for His people by qualifying them to
share in the inheritance of the saints. (v. 12)

What a Prayer for the Church AND What a Way for the Church to
Pray!
The Supremacy of Christ
Ephesians 1:18-23 and Colossians 1:13-20 & 2:9-10
All of Christianity hinges on Christ Himself. Without Christ, there is no Christianity. On the basis
of His life, person, and work rests the entire Christian faith. Unfortunately, there seems to be a
rising form of religiosity which is at the core quite Christ-less. It is either focused on performing
good deeds, assuming doing so will earn a place in God’s heaven… OR in a re-scripted version of
the Christian gospel which eliminates all the supernatural and erases divine commands in order
to be human focused on experiencing the smoothest path of self-fulfillment and personal
pleasure in this world. This is a counterfeit, hedonistic form of gospel and is really not gospel at
all, not HIS gospel. Every Christian must know that there is an unparalleled superiority and preeminence about His Lord, that Jesus has no equal, not then, not now, not ever. His supremacy
is seen in:
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1. The Unmatched Person of Jesus
a. Image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15)
b. The firstborn of all creation (Col.1:15)
c. The Creator of all things (Col.1:16)
d. The eternal preceding One before all things (Col.1:17)
e. The sustainer of all things (Col.1:17)
f. God’s fullness dwells in Him (Col.1:19 and 2:9)
2. The Unequalled Power of Jesus Eph.1:18-19a. (When a Christian’s eyes get opened to
the real person of Jesus, he/she will soon realize that our Savior and Lord is no mere
man, not even a very gifted man. He is the God-man. (The only-begotten—
monogenes—the only one of His kind)
a. Surpassing greatness of His power towards us…
b. Strength of His might… (evidence in the resurrection) (Eph.1:19-20)
c. Verse 19 uses FOUR special words to describe Jesus’ unequalled power:
i. Power- dunamis—explosive power, dynamo, dynamite.
ii. Working-energeia—the energizing force of God at work
iii. Strength- kratos—the dominion or range of His powerful presence
iv. Might-ischus—endowed power which enables others
d. Believers need an awareness and understanding of His powerful presence and
the spiritual wisdom to utilize spiritual power in our battles in the world.
3. The Unparalleled Position of Jesus
a. Seated Him at the right hand of God. (Eph.1:20)
b. Far above any rule, power, or authority (Eph.1:21 and Col. 2:10)
c. All things in subjection under His feet (Eph.1:22)
d. Head over all things to the church (Eph.1:22 and Col.1:18)
e. Has pre-eminence over everything (Col.1:18)
4. The Totally Unique Work of Jesus
a. He is the Reconciler of all things (Col.1:10) He made peace through the blood of
His cross. All alienation is eliminated by Jesus.
b. He brings spiritual completion and wholeness to sinners who come to God
through faith in Christ. (Col. 2:10)
There is no other like Jesus. As sole author, pioneer, founder, and initiator of the Christian faith,
believers owe all to Jesus. He is not just above all, but He is “far above all…” (Eph.1:21) Any
practice of the Christian faith that is anything less than Christ-centered, Christ-focused, Christexalting, Christ-enabling is not true Christianity, rather only a counterfeit of it and a poor one at
that.
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The Lostness of Man
Ephesians 2:1-3, 10-12 and Colossians 1:21
Being a sinner is no trivial matter. Few people really face or contemplate all that sin
does in us and to us. There are so many effects of sin. Sin affects man internally, in the inner
man. Our very being and nature are both stained and impacted by sin’s presence. Sin impacts
man’s behavior and the choices we make which leads to our actions. Man’s thinking gets
skewed and judgments are clouded and distorted. Choices and the decisions that lead to them
are shaped by sin’s presence in the mind. Romans 1:18-32 gives a comprehensive picture the
downward spiral of sin at work in man. One bad choice leads to the next and before one
realizes, he is trapped in the grip and guilt of sin. It is so serious that good intentions and selfrecovery methods cannot begin to address the problems resulting from these enslaving and
devastating results. Sin has an effect on relationships—with God, with others, and to the
covenant. Covenants are the sacred and conditional agreement-ways that God deals with
sinners. There is no part of life that is exempt from the impact of sin.
The condition is called LOSTNESS. Jesus said He came to “seek and to save the lost.”
(Lk.19 :10). But who wants to admit we are lost? Self-reliance and self-achieving warps man’s
thinking to a place that we resist coming to the admission that “I don’t know the way, I cannot
fix this, I cannot break this grip on me.” And that is when depravity reaches its depth—when
man decides there is no such thing as lostness, we are all merely taking different paths through
life. What a myth!
Still the apostle describes this fatal condition that man experiences before exploring the
wonders of salvation by grace through faith. Can it be possible that so many professing
Christians take Christian living and gospel obligations so lightly because they don’t realize what
they have been rescued from? One can never begin to grasp the magnitude of God’s love for
sinners and the inescapable realities of the cross of Jesus until we are honest enough to face
the meaning and consequences of sin.
1. A Description of the Condition of Lostness
a. Dead in trespasses and sins. (Eph.2:1) While still living in the body and going
about the routines of life, sin leaves a deadness in the soul. In the innermost
part of the soul of man, there is death.
b. Alienated from God. (Col.1:21). Man may suppose that God is just up there, out
there and always at our beckon call, at just the snap of our finger. The reality is
that we are alienated from our Maker while lost. A great chasm exists that man
cannot begin to cross.
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c. Hostile in mind.(Col.1:21) Man does not think like God. Man is self-deceived.
He can get to the place where he calls things that are right, wrong and things
that are wrong, right. And when thinking becomes so distorted, there is a
hostility that grows, making the gap wider and wider.
d. Engaged in evil deeds. (Col. 1:21). When man runs out of ways to experience
evil, he invents more. And he celebrates those who are inventive enough to
imagine new ways to experience godlessness. And of course, man sees no error
in this.
e. Indulging in lusts and desires. (Eph. 2:10). Pursuing lusts and desires is rampant
today. So many resent and reject the expectations for holy living prescribed by
the gospel because they are intent on satisfying desires of the flesh.
f. Becomes a child of wrath. (Eph. 2:10). This is the replacement nature for once
being in the image of God. Our original image of innocence and godliness gets
replaced with a fallen nature that sets us diametrically opposed to what God is
like and what He stands for. We become corrupt and deprave and fallen. (We
are not totally disabled in spirit as Calvinists teach. We can still comprehend
facts, truths and principles and we still retain the quality of free-will and still
have the capacity to make choices the ability to convert and turn to God.)
2. The Brokenness Which Results from Sin’s Grip on Man
a. Separated from Christ (Eph. 2:12) More that just mental assent or mere
acknowledgement of His person, one who is lost is outside the realm of saving
grace. Man is either in one category or state: either lost or saved, either IN
Christ or OUTSIDE of Christ. And a lost person is OUTSIDE OF CHRIST.
b. Excluded from Israel. (Eph. 2:12) Israel is the family of faith, the spiritual family
in the spiritual line of Abraham. (See Romans 2:28-29 and Romans 9:7-8). A lost
person is outside this “family of faith” (1 st Peter 2:9-10 describes the state of
the saved—part of this holy nation, this chosen people. But it is not based on
physical descent, but spiritual descent.)
c. Strangers to the covenants of promise. (Eph.2:12) The promise was originally
given to Abraham and is fulfilled by Jesus. But being lost makes one a stranger
to this gospel covenant promise.
d. Having no hope. (Eph. 2:12). Hopelessness is worst of all feelings. There is no
light at the end of the tunnel; it is dark and devastating.
e. Without God in the world. (Eph. 2:12) Here is the depth of deception. Lost man
thinks God is right at their side, while the reality is, lost men and women are
without God. What tragic emptiness.
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So what does man do? Only a couple real options exist and so many give very little conscious
thought to the certain outcomes ahead.
1. Man can mask this inner brokenness with the acquisition of things, the quest for
survival, or the blur of busyness. He may even think life is fulfilling and rewarding. And
in superficial ways, it may be… temporarily. After all, there seems to be no end to the
pleasures, possessions, positions, unrestrained sexuality, pseudo-religions and false
gods. But all that just serves to mask the ultimate lostness and deadness.
2. Man can face the reality of lostness. Doing so, accepting God’s verdict on sinful life,
allows the penitent man to begin to understand all that God does in saving responsive
sinners. It also allows us to be properly motivated to live out a faithful life in the pursuit
of holiness, once coming to Christ through His gospel.

Jesus Christ is the ONLY ANWER to the ultimate tragedy of lostness!
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Salvation and Reconciliation
Ephesians 2:4-10; 2:13-22 and Colossians 1:22-23; 2:11-15
Having established the lostness of man, there is no possible way for man to escape the
certain outcome of his predicament. As noted previously, sin is no trivial matter. There are
certain and ultimate consequences for man having chosen to disobey God and rebel against
Him. Remember our condition is hopeless. Lost man is without God and alienated from Christ.
So without God taking the initiative, life now will be something less than fulfilling and
purposeful and eternity will hold no glimmer of hope whatsoever. Man is left with only one of
two options:
1. Masking the inner brokenness with other pursuits, OR
2. Facing the reality of his lostness and accepting God’s verdict on his situation.
So it all boils down to this… it is God or the world. The Christian faith shouts out from early
Christian testimony and the first followers of Jesus and from the sacred Christian Scriptures
and from heaven itself—there is hope, a sure and real hope to be found and received ONLY IN
JESUS CHRIST. That’s it. There is no other real possibility of being rescued. Man cannot save
himself. And no other pursuit has any remote possibility of changing our plight. It’s Jesus or
nothing. “There is salvation is no one else, for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved.” (Ac.4:12). God’s Son Jesus is not just the
hope for those of the Christian faith, but the only hope for every person in the world, no
matter what culture, language, or religion.
To these Christians in Ephesus, Colossae, and Laodicea and beyond, Paul writes from his
prison-setting to remind everyone of the unique work of God for the benefit of lost man. Every
man should take heed for this is our only chance. Our ONLY chance.
1- HOW GOD SAVES SINNERS
a. The motivation for God to save man
i. God is rich in mercy—Eph. 2:4 (eleos—pity and compassion on the helpless)
ii. God’s great love for sinners—Eph.2:4 (A love that is demonstrated-Rom.5:8)
b. The initiative God has taken
i. When/while we were dead in transgression—Eph.2:5/ Col. 2:13a
1. A primary meaning of dead or death is separation.
ii. Since a “dead” person is unable to initiate life-status changes, God takes the
bold initiative to make resurrection possible. He has His own Son to undergo
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death Himself and be raised from the dead, so that resurrection power is
possible to be experienced by the believing sinner. (cf. Heb.2:9)
c. The means God uses to save
i. In contrast to God’s wrath (Eph.2:3; 5:6) God’s plan is to exercise MERCY!
(v.4… He is rich in mercy!) This is an expression of His kindness (Eph.2:7)
ii. God’s part is His extension of grace. (Eph.2:5,8). (charis) Used some 100
times in Paul’s writings. It is a word descriptive of divine favor, unmerited
favor. The acronym is fitting—G=God’s R=Riches A=At C=Christ’s E=Expense.
1. Grace provides a “spiritual circumcision” of the sinner’s heart by the
cross of Jesus. This is a spiritual work of God. (See Rom. 2:28-29)
iii. Man’s part is an expression of faith. (Through faith—dia pisteos). More than
mere assent or professed belief, it is the responsive act of total trust in the
offer of the gift of salvation demonstrated by heartfelt obedience to the
wishes and commands of God in the gospel.
1. Obeying the gospel is NOT the sinner’s work. (See Col. 2:12… God
does the working.) Salvation is not by human merit.
2. Salvation is “the gift”… the word “saved” is in the Greek perfect
tense- (an ongoing present result of a past action)
3. The sinner is buried with Jesus in baptism (Col.2:12)
4. The sinner is raised with Jesus from the grave of water (Col. 2:12)
a. NOTICE—“faith in the working of God”. Who does the work
in baptism? God does!
iv. The Result of God’s saving work
1. Forgiven of transgressions (Col. 2:13)
2. Debt of sin is cancelled (Col. 2:14)
3. Created in Christ Jesus to do good works (Eph.2:10)
a. Christian do good works of service not to get saved or to be
saved, but rather because we have been saved by the Lord.
b. This is part of God’s plan in advance.
2- How God Reconciles Sinners to Himself and Other Believers (Eph. 2:13-22 & Col. 1:22-23)
a. A primary meaning of death in the Bible is separation. Physical death occurs when
the spirit leaves the body. Spirit death occurs when man first consciously sins
against God and the spirit/soul of man is separated from the Lord. Also spiritual
death means an inner deadness of spiritual life taken the place of the pure heart.
Now sin is in control. Man is in the grip of sin and guilt. But Jesus saves sinners who
put obedient faith in Him by grace and mercy and love. Still another aspect of
salvation is yet to be experienced and that is reconciliation. God addresses the
separation that sin has imposed on us.
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b. The sinner’s former condition is made clear (Ep.2:13)
i. Once far away… excluded, separated, a dividing wall. So many terms are
used to drive home the reality of what man’s condition is B.C. (Before Christ)
ii. When man is saved by Jesus, his state is changed from being without Christ
or outside of Christ to IN CHRIST. (Notice how many times in the prison
letters that Paul uses variations of this term—In Christ.)
c. God’s Peacemaker—Our Peace (Is.57:19 and 52:7)
i. God makes the two now ONE!
ii. He destroys the barrier, the wall of hostility
iii. Jesus presents saved sinners to God as now holy, blameless and beyond
reproach. (Col.1:22)
iv. He reconciles men to God and to one another.
v. Jesus is our peace as the Prince of Peace. (Is. 9:6)
d. God’s purpose to make one new ‘man’ out of the two is accomplished.
i. The togetherness of the body of Christ is a sacred thing.
ii. We have access to God. (Eph.2:18)
iii. We are fellow citizens (Eph. 2:19) Saved sinners are no longer foreigners,
rather citizens of the kingdom with all his brethren.
iv. And saved sinners become members of God’s own house (Ep.2:19)
e. The Foundation for this Oneness (Eph. 2:20-21)
i. We have the solid foundation of the testimony and messages of the apostles
and prophets which they received directly from the Lord and by revelation.
ii. We have the God-appointed cornerstone. (See also 1st Peter 2:6-8)
iii. The whole assembly of faith becomes a holy temple for the Lord. (temple is
naos—sanctuary itself, not the courts and surrounding areas.)
God not only saves us from sin’s penalty and guilt and inner deadness, but also draws us to
Himself in sweet and precious fellowship. He eliminates the separation and hostility which
stood between us. All this is accomplished by the cross of Jesus. And the barriers that separated
man from his fellowman is removed when God places us all together in the body of Christ. We
are not only SAVED, but RECONCILED. And we have been given the ministry of RECONCILIATION
as His ambassadors of peace. (See 2nd Cor. 5:17-20).
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The Mystery Unveiled
Ephesians 3:1-13 and Colossians 1:24-29; 2:1-7
So much of the plan that God carried out in the sending of His Son as Savior and Lord
was understood only in veiled and partial measures in the centuries before. There were
prophecies that began right in the garden of Eden about the plan of salvation. (See Gen. 3:15)
Peter even acknowledged the limited understanding that people had prior to Jesus coming and
the gospel being announced. (See 1st Pe.1:1-12). Even angels who were in the very presence of
God longed to see how God was going to carry out this plan of the ages. So much of it remained
a mystery.
The Bible word for “mystery” is mysterion. And it specifically refers to information that
has only been partially revealed that is made fully accessible to all who wish to investigate and
explore it. It is not limited to just a select few, but God has pulled back the curtain of the ages
to reveal His plan.
1. The MYSTERY is received by revelation. (Ep. 3:3)
a. It was revealed to the apostles of Jesus. (Ep. 3:5)
b. The mystery becomes a stewardship for them (Co.1:25)
c. And the essence of the content is true knowledge. (Co. 2:2)
2. Previously the content of the mystery was not fully revealed.
a. There was a limited understanding up to this time. (Co. 1:26)
b. However, given the hundreds of prophecies and types and shadows given in the
Old Testament era, men should have been more like Simeon and Anna in the
temple, anxiously awaiting the arrival of God’s Christ. (See Lk. 2:25-38)
c. Still yet, so much of the timing and exact fulfillment of all that God was doing
remained undisclosed until Jesus came.
3. The mystery is linked to God’s eternal purpose. (Ep. 3:11)
a. That ultimate purpose was carried out and fulfilled by Christ Himself.
b. The heart of the mystery is summarized in TWO critical statements:
i. “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Co. 1:27)
ii. “Every man presented to God complete IN CHRIST.” (Co. 1:28)
iii. That whole concept needs thorough examination. The saved and
reconciled sinner is no longer a mere man living on earth for the
remainder of his days. His state has changed. You, the born again are IN
CHRIST and CHRIST IS IN YOU.
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iv. It must be remembered that this state remains CONDITIONED upon the
believer’s faithfulness and being unmoved from the hope of the gospel.
(Col. 1:22-23)
c. This purpose is completely accomplished by the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.
(Ep. 3:11) Without the work completed by Jesus in every aspect of His ministry,
God’s plan could not have been carried out. Every aspect of His personal identity
relates to a specific part of His work.
i. Jesus, the Savior
ii. The Lamb of God
iii. The Revealer of God
iv. The Passover
v. The high priest of our confession
vi. The Lord over death and the grave
vii. The Seed of Abraham
viii. The Way, The Truth and the Life.
ix. The Christ—anointed prophet, priest and king.
d. Personal participation in the “mystery” is accessed through faith.
i. Can approach God with freedom and confident assurance (Ep. 3:12)
ii. Sinners receive Christ as Lord and confess Him faithfully as Lord (Co.2:6
and Ro. 10:9)
The mystery is now fully revealed. Anyone who would peer into the depths of it is
welcome and encouraged to explore that vastness of God’s great plan to save men, to
build a family, to establish a holy nation of faith. And all through time, God has been and
still is providentially steering and using and controlling all things to accomplish His
eternal purpose. And at the same time He continues to respect man’s free will and still
requires man’s personal accountability.

Prayers for Dedication and Devotion
Ephesians 3:14-21
This comprehensive and inspirational overview of man’s great need to be saved
and God’s great plan of rescue is just overwhelming to the mind of man when he begins
to contemplate the vastness, the comprehensiveness, the thoroughness, the
spiritualness of it all. Paul is writing by inspiration and is left almost breathless himself as
he writes for God. He too is a sinner saved by grace through faith. The experience of his
own life is an open book on what God can and will do for any sinner who turns to Him.
Paul’s spirit is so awestruck by the thought of it all, that he can think of nothing else but
17
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to turn his heart to God in prayer. Prayer is not to be only a wish-list expressed to God
for the blessings we need. Spiritual, effectual, fervent praying begins with praise.
1. He bows before the God of heaven and earth. Whatever the posture of prayer, it
our approach to God should respect deep humility and the highest respect and
reverence.
2. He prays for spiritual strength to flow from the riches of God’s power to the
Christians he is addressing. (Ep. 3:16) We cannot do Christian living in this sinful
world on our own effort and strength. We are alone no match for the opposition.
To our innermost being, we need the presence and power of God.
3. He prays for Christ to indwell the believer’s heart through faith. It is most proper
for us to refer to Christ being in our hearts.
4. The heart of this prayer is to at least begin to comprehend and grasp and
appreciate the extent of God’s love for us. We can never exhaust its meaning
and significance. To meditate and reflect and ponder the broadness of the love
of God at work in Christians is life-changing. No other world religion can offer
anything even remotely close to this great and unique Christian truth- the people
of God/Jesus are loved with an indescribable love.
a. We are rooted and grounded in love. (v.17)
b. We seek to grasp how high, how wide, how deep, how long the love of
Christ is for His church! (v.18)
c. To know and experience this love surpasses all knowledge the world can
offer. No PhD in any field can begin to provide the knowledge that a
Christian can have and experience of knowing the love of God.
d. It is this love of God and our own conscious awareness of it that increases
our dedication to new heights and anchors our devotion to Him!
5. This prayer is focused on the God who is able (v.20) (I believe that to be one of
the most inspirational phrases of all the Bible—He is able! But notice… He is able
to do abundantly/immeasurably MORE that we can even ask or imagine.
a. That is because of His great power. Our God is omnipotent. He has allpower.
b. And the dedication of this prayer is to God/Jesus. “To Him be glory in the
church… throughout ALL GENERATIONS! That includes every born-again
person today.

FOR EVER AND EVER! AMEN!
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The Basis for Unity In The Faith
Ephesians 4:1-6
Unity was a high priority with Jesus for His church. It still is! It was on His mind even on
the night before the cross, even before He arrived at Gethsemane. (See Jn. 17:13-26) He prayed
in earnest for unity among His followers—those there with Him at the time and those down
through the centuries that would believe in Him through their words. Jesus sternly addressed
the times of disunity and controversies among the Twelve during His ministry. [See Luke 9:4648 & 22:24-27]. The effectiveness and success in the launching of Christianity depended on the
degree of unity those early Christians practiced.
The presence or absence of unity and the degree to which it exists in a fellowship
directly affects the believability and credibility of the gospel to the unsaved people of the
world. Jesus wants the non-Christian to realize and know how much God loves them, but
disunity and division among His followers will most always create resistance in the world. [See
Jn. 17:23].
By the time these prison letters were written and distributed, Christianity has been in
existence for some 30+ years. Some congregations had already faced serious threats to their
unity. Christianity started experiencing serious conflict when Gentiles were beginning to be
evangelized, perhaps less than a decade into church history. The controversy became so
intense that a conference of sorts was held in Jerusalem with the apostles and elders and
missionaries over the issue. [Ac. 15:1-35]. Paul and Barnabas had real disagreements over
ministry strategies. [Ac.15:36-41]. Paul and Peter had a real confrontation over Peter’s
hypocritical behavior in Antioch. [See Gal.2:11-20]. The unity that was present in the first
church in Jerusalem didn’t even last through the remaining 70 years of the first century. In the
beginning there was closeness and togetherness. By the end of the century, the Apostle John
was having to make an appeal to the brethren to love each other deeply because many
fellowships were splintered and troubled. [1st Jn. 4:7-21].
Paul, thinking about all that these young congregations were facing externally and
internally, was inspired to address the unity matter for them. Earlier he had foretold what
would eventually happen even in the eldership at Ephesus. [Ac. 20:28-30].
Now He places in the divine record the need and the basis for unity in the church. These
principles and expectations are necessary for inner-congregational unity as well as intercongregational unity.
1. The Appeal for Christians to Maintain the Right Attitude. (Eph.4:1-3)
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a. Walk the Christian walk in a worthy manner of the name of Christ and the calling
that believers have answered.
b. Practice humility and gentleness and patience and tolerance for each other in
love. (This never meant to tolerate sinfulness or unChristlikeness in the body.
c. Be diligent to preserve unity in a bond of peace. (In the Philippian letter, he
urged two Christian women to live in harmony with each other. [Phil.4:2].
Preserving unity among the people of a fellowship is at times a hard task.
2. The Non-Negotiable Elements for Christian Unity (Eph.4:4-6) In order for unity to be
exist and be preserved, the very core of faith must be embraced wholeheartedly by all
parties, leaders and members alike. There can be no compromise here. A failure to
agree on these fundamental gospel elements may produce something of a union, but
not unity.
a. One body. Not a Jewish body and a Gentile body. Rather there is ONE body of
Christ, the true and spiritual Israel, with Jesus as the head.
b. One Spirit. There is only ONE Spirit of God who is active in the creation of the
world, the inspiration of Scripture, the regeneration of sinners and the work of
building holiness in the personal lives of disciples.
c. One hope of your calling. The Christian’s hope is to bring glory to God and be
pleasing to Him, so that we can live life in the way our Creator intended us to
live.
d. One Lord. “No man can serve two masters.”—Jesus.
e. One faith. There is only ONE true faith, the Christian faith. All else are
counterfeit, fabricated, man-made religions which cannot save anyone. This is
the saving gospel of Jesus.
f. One baptism. This is Great Commission baptism. It is the baptism proclaimed as
a necessity for forgiveness and salvation and the new birth. (By this time, the
baptism of John was past history, the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the apostles
was long past. Only Great Commission water/Spirit baptism remained and the
moment in time when the benefits of grace were bestowed on the penitent,
believing sinner.
g. One God. He is YAHWEH/JEHOVAH, the Creator, Father who is over all, through
all and in all.
Now here are both the attitudes and the elements necessary for unity in the church. Whenever
division and disunity occur or are prevalent, you can mark it down… something in one or both
of these two areas is amiss. There can be no true and lasting unity if the attitude of Christ and
the doctrines of Christ are minimized or missing altogether. So here is where building unity in
the body begins.
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The Ministry of Church Leadership
Ephesians 4:7-16
Church polity has to do with the organizational structure of the local church or church
body. Church polity is widely varied today because man has largely ignored Jesus’ own plan for
the organization of His church. Men all too quickly forget that the church does belong to Jesus,
that He has purchased it with His own blood.
Man has substituted many forms of church government and structure for the church to
function under, namely:
1. The Board System—Every elected person of the congregation forms the local church
board and usually with equal voting privileges. Typically a simple majority rules.
2. The Pastor System—This system follows the format attributed to John Calvin, where the
local preacher was named Pastor and he was in charge of overseeing all ministries of the
church. Today’s extremes have “The Pastor” in some cases holding unilateral control
over the church.
3. The Open Congregational System—This is formatted as an open democracy, where
every member of the local church votes on all decisions and open congregational
meetings are held often in order to take care of all church business, small or large. The
minister or an elected president of the congregation usually presides over these
meetings.
4. The Episcopalian System—This is very structured system with leadership in a pyramid
type of structure with the highest levels beyond the local church altogether, usually
referred to as bishops. Regional and state officers are appointed and even national and
international levels. The DOC now functions with something of this type of system with
a ‘president’ and officers beneath that office, still far above the local church level.
5. And many other church leadership variations exist in Christendom… the list and
variations are almost endless.
Still the church belongs to Jesus. He paid the ultimate price for His body, bride and building.
(The three metaphors for the church in Ephesians.) He has every right and prerogative to say
how the church is to function. These verses of this letter are CRUCIAL to the correct practice of
church government.
1. Christ is the ONE who appoints and provides the leadership positions for His church.
(Eph. 4: 7-10)
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a. The gifts of church leadership are designated by Jesus the Gift-Giver. HE is the
gift and the giver. We must remember that it is God’s will that He have all the
preeminence over all things to the church.
i. The gifts identified here in Ephesians are the gifted positions of church
leaders. The service and ministry gifts for all Christians are listed in
Romans 12: 9-11. They focus on the specific talent and ability qualities
which can be learned, cultivated and sanctified to be used in the church,
even today.
ii. Jesus is the One who has ASCENDED after DESCENDING. He came from
heaven to earth, even in His death descended to the grave for three days
and then is ascended back up to glory. He is the One qualified to take
captive the souls of saved men for God’s purposes. From the depths of
the earth to the highest position imaginable or possible, it is Jesus who
designates servant-leadership positions for His church.
2. Christ Himself gives the enabling positions for these leadership positions of His
church. (Eph. 4:11) (All of them are for serving, not lording—See 1st Pe.5:1-5)
a. Temporary leaders for the INFANCY of the church
i. Apostles
ii. Prophets
b. Ongoing leaders for the CONTINUING ministry of the church
i. Evangelists
ii. Pastor/Teachers (This is a term referring to elders or overseers).
3. The Design and Purpose of the Designated Church Leaders is Specified (Ep. 4:12-16)
a. First notice that these responsibilities are shared mutually by the positions
appointed by Christ for His church. These positions are given to men.
Leadership in the church of Christ is male.
b. “FOR” indicates the primary responsibilities of these men:
i. Equipping the saints for the work of service, and
ii. To build up the body of Christ
1. A common mindset is that church leaders are to do the work of
ministry for or on behalf of the church themselves. Note though
that they are to equip the saints to carry out and implement
ministry. This multiplies and utilizes every believer’s gifts for
kingdom service.
c. “Until…” in v.13 indicates that this is an ongoing work. It is to continue until:
i. We all attain to unity of the faith
ii. We attain the knowledge of the Son of God to a mature man…
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iii. We attain to the measure of the stature belonging to the fullness of
Christ.
d. Congregational and individual Christian maturity will lead to a church
strengthened with such a measure of faith that there will not be instability, and
deception regarding matters of the faith. (v.14)
e. The methodology for gospel ministry is “speaking the truth in love”. (v.15)
f. And the end result is a stable, mature church which functions together in unity
and with a common purpose of being built up in Christ as a body with wholeness
and health. (v.16)
Godly leaders will honor Christ as Head over all things to the church. They will work tirelessly to
ensure that the congregation they serve is healthy, whole, and functional in effective kingdom
ministry. They will teach faithfully the doctrines of the faith which serve as a basis for the
church to build on. They will work to see the congregation grows to a level of maturity and
functionality to advance the kingdom of Jesus in the world and prepare her to be a ready and
waiting bride for His return. God’s leaders want the church to be empowered for effective
service. That is the structure, design and aim for local church leadership.
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The Call To Holy Living
Ephesians 4:17-5:15 & Colossians 3:1-14
Given these facts: [1] All men are sinners and estranged from God and accountable for
sin, [2] God’s love have prompted Him to take the initiative to both rescue and restore man to
a place of forgiveness and fellowship and usefulness, and [3] Receiving Christ as Lord means a
changed life, these prison letters take a real turn toward practical Christian living. That is
referred to again and again as our “walk”. (cf. Eph. 2:10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15; Col.1:10; 2:6; 4:5).
To this point in these letters, Holy Spirit has inspired Paul to provide a fairly
comprehensive view of the redemption process. But redemption in these letters is not limited
to just initial salvation status, but the whole saving/sanctifying work of God to see man moving
back toward the original intent and image he was created to bear as God’s creation. This
redemption process to this point is summarized thusly:
1. God’s Part in Saving Man
a. The Father blessing, choosing, adopting
b. The Son sacrificing, redeeming, revealing, and providing hope and inheritance
c. The Spirit sealing and becoming a deposit and guarantee of the inheritance
2. The Pre-eminence of Jesus in both salvation’s work and the church
3. The state of lostness outside of Christ
4. The specifics of how God’s grace is coupled with man’s faith to accomplish salvation,
resulting in a new state of spiritual life
5. The design for the church of Christ regarding leadership and the ministry of all believers.
Having detailed all of that, the once unsaved lost sinner finds himself standing dripping wet by
the waters of baptism, indwelt by the Spirit and added to the Lord’s church. But what then?
What’s next?
Ephesians 4:17 is a transition of the content of the letter from the doctrine of salvation
in Jesus to the doctrine of the sanctification (i.e. making holy) of the new believer to live out
God’s will. “So this I say and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the
Gentiles also walk…” While the Lord cleanses the sinner and forgives the sinner and makes
him/her a part of His body/bride/building, there is now an expectation for life to take on a new
order and value system in order to reflect the image of Jeus.
The temptation today is to think that grace has no real-life change expectation… that
grace simply cleanses any and all failure and faults committed after baptism automatically. Not
so!
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Clearly stated expectations for the pursuit of holiness are just as much a part of the
Biblical record and Biblical doctrine as is initial grace and faith. The new believer, every new
believer, is to live out daily life more and more to reflect the likeness of Jesus which is of
course, God’s intended will for man from day 6 of creation. He created man to be in the image
of Himself. (see Gen.1:26-27).
This obligation to be committed to Christlikeness is summarized with phrases in this
section like:










Learn Christ (Ep.4:20)
Lay aside the old self (Ep.4:22; Co.3:9)
Renewed in the spirit of your mind (Ep.4:23)
Put on the new self (Ep.4:24; Co. 3:10)
Laying aside… (Ep.4:25)
Be careful how you walk (Ep.4:15)
Set your mind on things above (Co.3:2)
Consider old ways dead (Co.3:5)
Put these things aside (Co. 3:8)

And Paul does not leave the application of these new life values and directions to guess work.
He is quite specific in listing what things are inappropriate and must be removed and what
things are acceptable to God and must in incorporated into life. The lists are as follows:


Attitudes and behaviors which must be eliminated
a. Falsehood & lying (Ep.4:25 & Co.3:9)
b. Anger (Ep.4:26 & Co. 3:8)
c. Stealing (Ep.4:28
d. Unwholesome speech (Ep.4:29 & Co.3:8)
e. Grieving Holy Spirit (Ep.4:30)
f. Bitterness (Ep. 4:31)
g. Wrath (Ep. 4:31 & Co.3:8)
h. Clamor (Ep.4:31)
i. Slander (Ep. 4:31 & Co. 3:8)
j. Malice (Co.3:8)
k. Immorality (Ep.5:3 & Co. 5:5)
l. Impurity (Ep.5:3 & Co.5:5)
m. Greed (Ep.5:3 & Co. 5:5)
n. Filthy talk, silly talk, coarse joking (Ep.5:4)
o. Coveting, which is likened to idolatry (Ep.5:5)
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p. Evil desires (Co.5:5)
These attitudes and behaviors are inappropriate and unacceptable to God. They run counter to
the image of Jesus and the reflective image we are to bear for the glory and honor of our
Creator. So as the Christian grows and the life of faith develops, these traits which reflect the
ways of the world, must be put in check and eliminated from the way we conduct ourselves in
this world.


The behaviors which must be incorporated into life are as follows:
a. Righteousness, holiness and truth (Ep.4:24)
b. Speak truth (Ep.4:25)
c. Labor for good (Ep.4:28)
d. Speak to build up and edify (Ep.4:29)
e. Show kindness (Ep.4:32 & Co.3:12)
f. Be tender hearted (Ep.4:32)
g. Forgive each other (Ep.4:32 & Co.3:13)
h. Imitate God (Ep.5:1)
i. Walk in love (Ep.5:2)
j. Give thanks (Ep.5:4)
k. Walk as children of light (Ep.5:8)
l. Learn what pleases the Lord (Ep.5:10)
m. Walk carefully (Ep.5:15)
n. Walk in wisdom (Ep.5:15)
o. Seek heavenly things (Co.3:1)
p. Set mind on things above (Co. 3:2)
q. Have heart of compassion (Co.3:12)
r. Have humility (Co.3:12)
s. Be gentle (Co.3:12)
t. Be patient (Co.3:12)
u. Bear with one another (C.3:13)
v. Love (Co.3:14)

So what does it take for a person’s life qualities to be changed from one set to a new one? The
answers are also in this passage:




Holy Spirit power and influence (Ep.4:30)
Renewal of the mind (Ep.4:23 & Co.3:2,10)
Higher motivation and focus (Co.3:1-2)
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Putting our inner life to the test of His light (Ep.5:14)

Every believer should reflect on and review these lists often, making careful note of any areas
that might reflect more of one’s B.C. (before Christ) days and also note the areas where God’s
Spirit is bringing about real life-change. This will serve to accomplish 3 things:
1.
2.
3.
4.

We can be increasingly renewed to true knowledge (Co.3:10)
We can more and more reflect the image of Jesus (Ep.4:24 and Co.3:10)
We can avoid the wrath of God (Ep.5:6)
We will be prepared for His coming (Co.3:4)

This is true doctrine, the doctrine of wholistic life change that is expected and doable with the
help of God’s Spirit within us.
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The Imperative of Avoiding Deception
Ephesians 5:6-14 & Colossians 2:8; 16-23
Deception seems to be the order of the day. News reports are given daily of new data
breeches, identity theft is at an all time high and scammers work harder at taking advantage of
innocent people than those who work hard for a living. Theft by deception is the name of the
crime. And it is a serious and scary matter in today’s world. But this is not the most serious
type of deception. Deception of the heart in matters of faith is by far the most serious. Consider
these warnings:
Matthew 24:23-25—“If anyone says to you, Behold here is the Christ, or There He is, do not
believe him. For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and
wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Behold I have told you in advance.”
2nd Corinthians 11:3—“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”
2nd Timothy 3:13—“But evil men and imposters will proceed from bad to worse deceiving and
being deceived.”
Revelation 12:9—“And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him.”
We are not surprised then to find clear warnings to these young Christians and congregations
situated in such worldly centers as they were.

“I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.”
(Colossians 2:4 NASB) Delusion is a result of being deceived.
1- The Description of the Deception faced by Christians
a. Deception= (apataw)—these are cleverly worded arguments in the form of halftruths which are designed to take the minds of believers captive. They contain
just enough truth is get believers to buy in and be convinced.
b. Notice the words associated with this deceiving in these passages:
i. Take captive
ii. Worldly philosophy
iii. Empty deception
iv. Traditions of men
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v. Defrauding
vi. Elementary principles of the world
vii. Worldly legalistic decrees—“Touch not, taste not, handle not…”
viii. Commands and teachings of men
ix. Self-made religion
x. Powerless to restrain the flesh
c. It is tragic to think that Christians can be deceived by empty words which are
completely void of gospel promises. (Ep.5:6a)
2- The Nature of the Deception that these Christians faced.
a. There were early sects of the Gnostics who held that there was no real
connectedness between body and spirit of man. They held that the spirit was the
real essence of man that truly mattered and the body was really insignificant to
the bigger picture of man’s existence. Nothing done in the body could affect the
condition of the soul. These early Gnostics held that the “sins” of the flesh were
irrelevant to a man’s spiritual life, having no real effect on it whatsoever.
b. This is completely counter to the Biblical picture of the make-up of man. Man is
body and spirit, inner man and outer man and man (spirit and body) became a
living soul. (cf. Gen.2:7) This it total personhood and what takes place in the
body has a direct impact on the spirit. Christianity presents the reality of the
wholeness of man.
c. The specific deception which was being advocated is not so unlike the deception
many fall for today. It is described in Ep.5:5—“For this you know with certainty
that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater has an
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
i. This is not describing only the unbeliever; rather also believers who are
compromising their life and faith with the world and those who are
advocating that they do so.
ii. This view was that sin is tolerable, that a sinful lifestyle would not be
punished because it is only of the earthly body, that unrepentant sinners
would not be excluded from the kingdom.
iii. Such is a complete distortion of grace. (See Rom.6:1-2)
iv. Barclay noted that “Grace is more than a gift and a privilege. It is a
responsibility and an obligation.”
v. How many Christians today are deceived by thinking that they “can never
out-sin God’s grace.”
d. Another form of deception so prevalent then and now was pertaining to
substituting worldly and secular philosophy for gospel truth. (Co.2:8)
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e. Also many advocated that human traditions were as valid and important as
gospel elements, even traditions mixed with elementary principles of the world.
(Co.2:8) (These are not basic faith principles; rather worldly principles.)
f. And many of the deceptive elements resulted in a legalistic, Pharisaical style of
rigidity that made this distorted version of Christianity more a type of bondage
that an experience of freedom in Christ. (cf. Co.2:20-23) These hard line
demands did not help at all in restraining fleshly desires, actually they only
served to trigger more of them. Oh sure they have an appearance of wisdom,
but do not bring life in abundance to the believer.The result becomes worse than
reverting back to the Law system of the Old Testament.
We do not like to think that we could be deceived anymore than these first century
Ephesian and Colossian Christians liked the notion that they could be led astray. But it can
happen so easily. Those advocates of the various forms of deception use Christian language
and Bible vocabulary. They often quote Bible passages. They claim they are led by the Spirit
of God and possess a special measure of understanding and knowledge. They tend to be
outspoken and can be very persuasive. Their arguments sound very appealing.
So it is necessary for the Christian to arm himself with a thorough understanding of the faith
and be sure that what is said and taught is consistent with all God’s revelation, not just
some passage pulled from context and a whole distorted doctrine crafted from it.
Satan is the deceiver of men and he has perfected the art of Scripture twisting to take
captive those who belong to Jesus. Just think how he distorted the word to Eve and even to
Jesus Himself. Christians must be on guard.
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Unifying Worship
Ephesians 5:19-20 & Colossians 3:15-17
Christians worshipping the Lord is one of the necessary outgrowths of being in Christ
and being filled with His Spirit. Man was created not only with a capacity for worship, but also
an inner yearning to worship. Yet given the inherent trait of free will, man chooses who or what
to worship and how to worship. And some worship is pleasing to God and some is not. That is
revealed in the very first family with Cain and Abel:
“So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord
of the fruit of the ground. Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock
and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering; but for
Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his
countenance fell.” (Ge.4:4-5 ESV)
The first murder occurred over a matter of acceptable and unacceptable worship. It need not
have ended this way, because God actually appealed to Cain to make things right but Cain
refused. (i.e. Ge.4:7-8)
A Christian just showing up for church and sitting through a worship service is no proof
that an offering of worship has been presented to God. And merely going through the motions
or “showing up” does not mean God has accepted the offering.
Worship should be a time in the life of a fellowship which draws Christian people
together because the attention and focus of the time in worship should be on the Lord Himself.
It should be a unifying dynamic in the life of every Christian congregation. What sadness there
is over so much disunity over worship today? Could it be that the focus of worship is in the
wrong place… perhaps on me instead of Him?
An important part of worship is music. God has created man with a voice box and vocal
cords and aptitude and skills to make music with voice and instrument. Every Christian is a
singer, whether he/she can carry a tune or not! (That does not necessarily mean he/she should
be “up front” singing!) But as an offering of praise to God, every believer should offer up praise
in the congregation. Consider just some of the Scriptures which speak to music and singing as
an offering of worship:
1. “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted.” (Moses & sons of Israel. Ex. 15:1)
2. “Sing for joy in the Lord, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming to the upright.”
(Ps.33:1)
3. “He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God…” (Ps.40:3)
4. “O come let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout joyfully to the rock of our
salvation.” (Ps.95:1)
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5. “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth, sing to the Lord, bless His
Name.” (Ps. 96:1-2a)
6. “Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise in the congregation of the
godly ones.” (Ps.149:1)
7. “After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mt. of Olives.” (Jesus and The Disciples,
Mt. 26:30)
8. “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God
and the prisoners were listening to them.” (Ac.16:25)
9. “And they sang a new song, saying, Worthy are You to take the book and to break its
seals; for You were slain, and purchased men for God with Your blood from every tribe
and tongue and people and nation.” (The Four Living Creatures and 24 Elders. Rev.5:9
& 14:3)
10. “Is anyone of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy: Let him sing songs of
praise.” (Jms.5:13)
The Spirit-filled life produces music. It comes as a natural result of being saved. What
glorious joy fills the redeemed heart! One Bible commentator wrote, “One of the greatest
distinctions of Christianity should be in its music, because the music God gives is not the music
the world gives. In Scripture, the word new is used more frequently in relation to song that to
any other feature of salvation. God give His new creatures a new song, a different song, a
distinctive song, a purer song, and a more beautiful song than anything the world can
produce.”1
Consider how in the context of these letters, that Christian worship music finds its place
among so many crucial doctrines and holiness concerns. Several particular aspects of worship
music are addressed here:
1. The Ones Who Share in Christian Singing
a. “Speaking to one another” (Ep.5:19. This is something we do “together”,
with one another.
b. The peace of Christ is to prevail among the participants. (Co. 3:15)
c. The harmony of the music is to be reflective of the singleness of heart, the
unity of the body. (Co.3:15)
d. Christian music is a shared exercise and experience among believers.
2. The Aspects of the Music To Be Shared
a. Psalms—songs from the Psalms (the hymnal of the early church) These
Psalms exalted God for His greatness and faithfulness.
b. Hymns—Primarily songs of praise for Jesus

1

John MacArthur Jr. New Testament Commentary—Ephesians. Chicago: Moody, 1986. Pg.256.
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c. Spiritual songs—Songs which convey spiritual truths, songs of the testimony
of faith.
d. Singing—(ado)—songs presented with the voice, always in the N.T. used in
relation to the praise of God. This is the wound of a Spirit-filled heart for
God.
e. Making melody—from psallo (to pluck the strings) Initially with a harp or
stringed instrument, but has come to apply to any instrumental music.
3. The Source of the Music Christians Share
a. “with your heart” If Christian music does not come from the heart, it is not
really Christian worship and is not acceptable to Him.
i. God is not bound to accept our songs, even if they have a gospel
message, especially if the songs are not accompanied by a life of
holiness . (c.f. Amos 5:23-24)
4. The One To Whom Our Songs are Offered
a. Ep.5:19—“To the Lord”.
b. Co. 3:17—“Do all in the name of the Lord.”
5. The Attitude With Which We Christians Sing
a. Thanksgiving—(Ep. 5:20 & Co.3:16)
Singing and music is just a part of the total presentation of worship in the congregation of
believers. Along with praying and reading the Word and communing together at the Lord’s
Table and giving and fellowshipping and encouraging and greeting and hearing the Word
preached, music is a part, a vital part, but not the only part of the worship we bring to the Lord.
The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love
There is no shadow in Your presence
No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne
Before the Holy One of heaven.
It's only by Your blood, And it's only through Your mercy
Lord, I come
I bring an offering Of worship to my King
No one on earth deserves The praises that I sing
Jesus, may You receive The honor that You're due
O Lord, I bring an offering to You.
(Paul Boloche)
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Family Life That Pleases God
Ephesians 5:21-6:4 & Colossians 3:18-21
Family is special to most every Christian. Today, as always, it is one area most under
attack from the evil one. So many spiritual battles are won or lost based on the dynamics and
spiritual practices of the home or the lack thereof.
The home is a reflection of the Lordship of Christ both in the individuals making up the
family and of the church’s relationship to Jesus Himself. This latter element of this passage is
often overlooked. Ephesians 5:32 states: “This mystery is great; but I am speaking with
reference to Christ and the church.” So before delving into the actual marriage/family aspect
of this passage, the believer should approach the passage from the perspective of Jesus and His
bride. This is its first application.
1. Jesus is the Bridegroom of the Church
a. His entire treatment of her is prompted by love. (Ep. 5:25)
i. He gave Himself up for her. He made the complete sacrifice for His bride.
b. He acts to sanctify His bride (i.e. to make her holy when she was unholy and to
make her blameless when she was all to blame.)
c. He acts to cleanse her with the “washing of water with the Word” (Ep.5:26)
i. This enables Him to present her to Himself in all her glory. (Ep.5:27)
d. He continues to nourish His bride. (Ep.5:29)
e. He continues to cherish His bride. (Ep.5:29)
2. The Church is the Bride of Christ
a. The church is to be subject to Christ in everything, since He is head over all things
to the church. (i.e. Ep.1:22-23)
b. The church is to show complete respect for Jesus as the appropriate willing
response to God’s will, in light of all He has done for her. (Ep.5:24) (‘be subject’
is hupotasso—to relinquish one’s rights as a willing response to God’s will)
This “mystery”, now unveiled and revealed by God should cue every Christian to give the
greatest regard for Jesus as Savior and Lord. This light from Scripture should illumine one’s
grasp of Revelation 19:7-9: “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to
clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the
saints. Then he said to me, ‘Write, Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper
of the Lamb.’ And He said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’”
The Application to Christian Marriage and Family
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Having considered first the application of the Scripture to the role of Jesus and His bride,
the Church, we proceed now with the lesson on how this connects to our own homes. Even
though Christian wives are addressed first in the passage, we shall begin with the husband’s
role.
One should realize that the God-given order for the home has been largely abandoned
by our present day society. Instead of respecting and adhering to God’s plan for the home,
today’s “modern-family” has opted for the chauvinism, egalitarianism, unisex, feminism,
absence of discipline, redefined father-mother roles, new gender definition and the total
humanistic approach to family and home. Many are more concerned about making a fashion
statement than a faith statement. Instead of building a mutual possessiveness and mutual
submissiveness and a mutual respectfulness into marriage, now the issue is control and
ironically a demand for the freedom to do what one wants. This all goes back to the garden and
the curse upon mankind for sin. Because Eve was deceived and didn’t consider consulting her
life-partner in this monumental decision, and acted independently, a distortion of roles began
to dominate family life. Women’s lib and male chauvinism have their beginning here in Genesis
3.
--Women from then have an inclination to seek control of the family and dominate the
husband.
--Men have the notion of dominating their wives with a boss type of mentality.
Harmony and partnership and mutual respect vanished, and the battle for control becomes
part of the reality of giving into sin.
Younger generations of today are missing at least TWO VITAL VALUE AREAS for life and
relationships. They are LOVE and RESPECT.
1- Husbands are charged with providing and maintaining LOVE in the marriage!
a. To be head in the home does NOT mean boss or bullish. It means being the
constant source (kephale) all the wife needs as a leader to her.
b. Jesus gave up His life for His bride and that is precisely how the husband is to
love his bride.
c. There is no claim to headship if the husband does not practice self-sacrifice on
behalf of his wife.
d. This love is to promote in her the beauty of holiness and being a beautiful
picture of grace. Her most basic and critical life needs are met when a husband
loves his wife like Jesus loves His bride. It provides SECURITY for her.
e. Love provides a safe haven for her—spiritually, emotionally, socially, sexually,
and mentally. Her life will be on a path of fulfillment and specialness.
2- Wives are charged with maintaining respect in the marriage!
a. This grows out of mutual respect for each other. (v.21)
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b. When a husband loves his bride in the self-sacrificing manner as Jesus did and
does, what wife would not respect him? What does respect mean?
i. Hold his responsibility for you and the family in high regard. It is a grave
responsibility that a man undertakes for family.
ii. Be touched by his sacrifices for you. He is to be a giver. So when he gives,
let him know that his sacrifice is deeply appreciated.
iii. Be responsive to his efforts to lead you to holiness and purity. Anything
he does as a gesture toward you being a person of beauty should be
respected.
iv. Honor his godly judgment. Decision-making is really tough for the leader
of a home, when it is taken seriously. Give him honest input and feedback
at decision-making times. He is responsible to God for the family. You are
his helper, to be at his side, suited especially for him.
v. And when you take the lead at keeping respect in the marriage, it will
meet one of his most crucial life-needs—the need for SIGNIFICANCE.
3- IT IS THIS SIMPLE: Love provides SECURITY. Respect provides SIGNIFICANCE. Are both to
love? Of course! Are both to show respect? Certainly. Yet God assigns these specific
areas as primary responsibilities respectfully to husband and wife. AND HIS PLAN
WORKS.
4- Children are charged with honoring and obeying their parents in the Lord.
a. This is right!
b. This promotes longevity.
c. This ensures peace in the household
d. This builds a legacy for future generations.
God’s plan works. But only when it is implemented. God created marriage and family. He
has defined it. He is the One whose plan is to be followed. This too is part of acknowledging
Jesus as Lord!

36

Dear Church

7-A

Spiritual Warfare
Ephesians 6:10-20 & Colossians 4:2-6
If a person takes Christian living very serious at all, it doesn’t take long to realize that
every intentional Christian has a battle on his hands. This passage is more than a battle motif to
make reading more interesting. The war between evil spiritual powers against the existence of
truth with the sousl of men at stake is very real. The stakes are high. The battle has been raging
since before creation according to Revelation 12. The believer who opts for a non-chalant
approach to Christian living in this present world is not being realistic about the presence and
power of darkness in the world. There are many references and indicators of the spiritual battle
that exists here in the world throughout Scripture. Here are just a few:
 Daniel 10:10-21—The invisible powers behind the rulers of Persia (called ‘princes’) that
opposed Daniel required the help of Michael, the archangel to empower him.
 Acts 19:1-40—Even in the planting and early ministry of the church at Ephesus, great
victories were won and great opposition was faced.
 1st Thessalonians 2:18—Satan even succeeded at times to thwart the plans of Paul and
his missionary team.
 Acts 20:29-30—To the elders of this same church at Ephesus, Paul warned them about
a shift from spiritual leadership to some becoming savage wolves among the
fellowship.
 Jesus’ own letters to the congregations of Asia in John’s Revelation have included many
references to the presence of evil and the opposition of Satan against the gospel work:
(i.e. 2:10; 2:13; 2:24; 3:9)
 2nd Corinthians 4:1-6—the church must withstand and overcome the challenges and
influences of the “god of this world” which opposes the gospel ministry of light.
 2nd Corinthians 6:3-10—“weapons of righteousness in the right hand and the left.”
If there were no spiritual challenge or threat, this whole letter and letters like it would have
totally unnecessary in Scripture. Even these young congregations were struggling in a very
unchristian world. The church and her gospel posed a real threat to life as the devil would have
it, as humanistic pagans would have it, so the conflict became very real and very fierce. But God
does not abandon His people to “duke it out with the devil” on their own. Jesus has already
gone face to face, toe to toe with the “god of this world” repeatedly. Jesus knows we are no
match for the evil one alone. So through the Spirit of God, we are equipped with a holy armor
and weaponry to face and fight the battle here. It is prudent and necessary for every believer to
consider the prescribed preparation for warfare.
1. The Christian is first reminded of the SOURCE of spiritual strength for the battle.
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a. “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might” (v.10) This is a clear
parallel to teachings already provided in the letter about the real spiritual
power in Christ.
i. Ephesians 1:18-20 (Remember v.19 includes FOUR words to describe
Jesus’ power. p.9)
ii. Ephesians 3:14-16—“strengthened with power through His Spirit”
iii. Psalm 20:7
iv. Zachariah 4:6
v. The devil may demonstrate extraordinary powers at times, but the Lord
has SUPERNATURAL, HEAVENLY, DIVINE power. Our own strength is no
match for the evil enemies we face. (Luther wrote, “Did we in our own
strength confide, our striving would be losing. Were not the right Man on
our side, The Man of God’s own choosing…”)
2. The church must understand the nature of the war and his ultimate enemy. (v.11b12)
a. This is not a “flesh and blood battle”, between physical forces with earthly
armaments.
b. The devil, Satan, is behind every opposition to the people of God. Every enemy
person or force which sets itself up against God is from below. (11b-12)
c. The description of the faces of the enemy in the struggle (pale=means hand to
hand combat) The war is personal and up close. Beneath it all are the schemes
(methodia) of darkness.
i. Rulers—human propagators of evil and corruption
ii. Powers—various influences and seats of evil expansion
iii. World forces of darkness—just think of all the anti-Christian sentiment
perpetrated by non-Christian governments in the world. This is
described in Revelation 13:1-10 as a great beast.
iv. Spiritual forces of wickedness—only God knows the number and ways of
undermining spiritual attacks on the church of Jesus and the cause of
the gospel in the world. These anti-Christian spiritual powers are
described in Revelation 13:11-18 as a second great beast whose number
is 666. His M.O. is spiritual deception.
v. Just consider a few of the numerous ways this evil attack comes:
1. All manner of unbelief—atheism, agnosticism, denials of the
faith
2. Cults and occults
3. Heresies—false doctrines and teachings.
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4. Counterfeit gospels, the “health and wealth” gospel is such an
‘attractive/appealing’ tool of the devil today.
5. Humanism packaged as a psychological self-help approach to
solving life issues. Philosophical deceptions (See Col. 2:8)
6. Undermining believers’ assurance with doubt and evil memories
inducing guilt.
7. Divisions in the church
8. “Faith-only” counterfeit of the gospel plan of salvation.
9. The hyper-grace movement. (No limit to God’s grace—man
cannot outsin God’s grace)
3. The Christian is protected by a spiritual armor in order to resist evil and evil attacks.
a. Truth (aleitheia) as an encircling belt. (v.14)
b. Righteousness as a breastplate (v.14)
c. The gospel of peace (see 2:13-14) (v.15)
d. Faith as a shield for the soul by which the flaming arrows of the evil one are
deflected. (v.16)
e. Salvation as a helmet of protection for the mind. (v. 17)
4. The Christian’s TWO weapons provided us with an offensive arsenal the devil has no
answer for.
a. The Word of God which is the Spirit’s sword (machaira) (v.17)
b. Prayer in the Spirit (v.18-20 and Col. 4:2-4)
c. It is the combination of these two heavenly powers that are deeply connected
to the Spirit’s presence and work in the believer that can more than offset
anything the devil throws at us.
5. The mannerisms and disciplines for the approach of the Christian soldier are detailed.
a. Colossians 4:5-6
i. Wisdom toward outsiders must be exercised
ii. Maximizing gospel opportunities must be sought
iii. Graceful speech must be practiced
iv. Careful answers to unbelievers’ questions must be given
It is important for the student and the reader to remember that this is written from prison.
Paul speaks about being an “ambassador in chains”. So the battle is real for him. Even with
the armor and armament, the assaults that he is personally experiencing are quite intense and
life-threatening. (See 2nd Timothy 2:8-10) He may be imprisoned, but the gospel can never be
chained or bound by the evil one. The warfare is real. The battle is hard, but the victory has
already been won!

39

Dear Church

7-B

Personal Instructions and Final Greetings
Ephesians 6:21-24 & Colossians 4:7-18
The church is people—living stones laid together to form a spiritual building (Ep.2:20-23)
or holy temple, a healthy body (Ep. 4:4,16) and a beautiful bride (5:23, 26-27). And it is in the
interaction of people through those spiritual connections with Christ as center of it all that the
family of faith really comes together and impacts the world. These closing sections of these
particular prison letters emphasize the human interaction, communication, mutual service and
deep connection within the body of Christ. This is fellowship.
1- Faithful ministers carry the faith-building messages to the churches.
a. Tychicus to Ephesus (Ep. 6:21-22; Co. 4:7-8) He is a beloved brother and faithful
minister. He carries the news along with updates on Paul’s welfare and work
together with his companions and delivers the letters in order to build faith and
faithfulness for Ephesus and Colossae.
b. Onesimus (Co. 4:9) A slave of Philemon who apparently ran away, but was
converted and now is a slave/servant, a beloved brother in the faith.
2- Faithful people stand alongside the ministers to contribute their part in ministry and
fellowship building. (Co.4:10-15)
a. Aristarchus (4:10) He is a fellow-prisoner and sends greetings to the church.
b. John Mark (4:10) A cousin of Barnabas, who may soon be visiting the churches in
that region.
c. Jesus Justus (4:11) He is a fellow worker from the circumcision group.
d. Epaphras (4:12-13) He is originally from Colossae, and a real prayer warrior for
their spiritual centeredness in God’s will.
e. Luke (4:14) The beloved physician, missionary, evangelist and Bible author.
f. Demas (4:14) While present and faithful at this time, within just a few years,
would forsake Paul and the work and go back into the world. (2nd Ti. 4:10)
g. Nympha (4:15) who hosts one Christian assembly (church) in their house.
h. It is significant to note here that there may be leaders and pacesetters and point
people in a work, but still the work is not done alone. Christian servants of the
gospel need others alongside.
3- Effective ministry calls for truthful messages and faithful continuation of service.
(Co.4:16)
a. Letters must be read and circulated (Co.4:16) To Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis.
b. Some kingdom servants need to fulfill their work and pledge of ministry. Faithful
ministry that gets completed requires careful, diligent attention.
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So the letters close with Paul’s prayers and hopes for peace, love and grace to prevail in
every fellowship. The love of God’s people for Jesus must be “incorruptible.” (Ep.6:24)
(aphtharsia= cannot be destroyed or corrupted). That is the abiding love that every believer
must maintain to be ready for our Lord’s appearing.
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