Redemption Through the Ages

Lesson 16

THE PERIOD OF THE INCARNATE WORD—
JESUS CHRIST ON EARTH
Memory Verse—“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. And we beheld
His glory, the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John
1:14)
This period in Bible history is usually dated from 6-4 BC until 30 A.D.
The significance of this period in redemptive history. Since the fall in the garden, God
made clear His promise that Satan would receive a death-blow from the seed of woman
(Ge 3:15). From the call of Abraham, God gave a covenant promise that through his
seed, “all the nations of the earth would be blessed.” (Ge 12:3b). Paul commented that
this was the “gospel preached beforehand to Abraham” (Ga. 3:8). After hundreds of
years and hundreds of prophecies, God’s redemptive plan now becomes a reality.
A comprehensive outline of the life of Christ and harmony of the four gospel accounts is
not the aim of this study. However, since this record of history is central and pivotal to
“Redemption Through the Ages”, the following historical outline is offered as a overview
of the life of Jesus Christ centered around the places His ministry was conducted and the
Passovers He attended in Jerusalem during His ministry. (Not all parallel passages are
listed—please consult a gospel harmony list of references)
1- INTRODUCTION TO THE PERIOD
a. Prologue- Luke 4:1-4
b. Christ’s eternal pre-existence- John 1:1-18
c. Geneologies- Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 3:23-38
2- BIRTH and CHILDHOOD OF JESUS
a. Angelic Announcements—Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25
b. Caesar’s decree and Jesus’ birth—Luke 2:1-7
c. Jesus circumcised and presented in the temple—Luke 2:21-38
d. Young Jesus at the temple—Luke 2:41-52
3- MINISTRY OF JOHN –Mark 1:1-8
4- BEGINNING OF JESUS’ MINISTRY
a. Jesus’ baptism—Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11
b. The temptations—Matthew 4:1-11
c. Calling the first disciples—John 1:35-51
d. Jesus’ first miracle—John 2:1-12
5- THE EARLY JUDEAN MINISTRY—CELEBRATION OF THE FIRST PASSOVER OF HIS
MINISTRY
a. First cleansing of the temple—John 2:13-25
b. The meeting with Nicodemus—John 3:1-21
6- FIRST MINISTRY IN SAMARIA—John 4:1-42
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7- EARLY GALILEAN MINISTRY
a. Teaching in Nazareth, at Sea of Galilee, Capernaum. (3 general tours)
b. His first rejection at Nazareth—Luke 4:16-30
c. Calling the rest of the disciples—
8- JUDEA, JERUSALEM—CELEBRATION OF THE SECOND PASSOVER OF HIS
MINISTRY
a. Healing many people of diseases.
b. Twelve disciples designated as APOSTLES—Luke 6:12-19
9- A SECOND GENERAL MINISTRY THROUGH GALILEE—Luke 8:1-13
a. Jesus raises the dead son at Nain—Luke 7:11-17
b. The sermon on the mount—Matthew 5-7
10- A THIRD GENERAL MINISTRY THROUGH GALILEE
a. Last visit to Nazareth—Matthew 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6
b. The apostles sent out on preaching mission—Matthew 9:35-11:1; Mark
6:7ff
c. The feeding of the 5,000.
d. The close of His Galilean ministry.
e. His Decapolis ministry. Matthew 15: 29-38; Mark 7:31-8:9
11- JOURNEY TO THE NORTH
a. Tyre and Sidon—healing of the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter—
Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30
b. The Good Confession in Caesarea Philippi—Matthew 16:13-20
c. The Transfiguration—Matthew 17:1-13
12- JUDEA AND JERUSALEM—CELEBRATION OF THE THIRD PASSOVER OF HIS
MINISTRY
a. The private journey through Samaria to Jerusalem—Luke 9:51-56;
b. His later Judean ministry. John 7:11ff
13- THE PEREAN MINISTRY—Luke 13:-18:; John 10:40-42
14- JESUS SETS HIS FACE TO GO TO JERUSALEM—Luke 9:51-62; John 7:2-11
a. Ministry in Bethany, Bethabara, Ephraim, Jericho, and Judea and back to
Bethany.
15- PASSION WEEK—CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH PASSOVER OF HIS MINISTRY.
(The last effective Passover under the Old Testament era.)
a. The triumphal entry—Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11
b. The second cleansing of the temple—Matthew 21:12-13; Luke 19:45-46
c. Teaching daily in the temple—Luke 19:47-48 (Much teaching in parables)
d. Weeping over the city—Luke 19:41-44
e. THE LAST PASSOVER and Institution of the LORD’S SUPPER—Matthew
26:17-30; Luke 22:7-20
f. The prayers and arrest in Gethsemane—Matthew 26:20-46; Luke 22:3946
g. The trials of Jesus—Annas, Caiaphas, Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod Antipas,
Pilate
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h. The crucifixion—Matthew 27:31-34; Mark 15:20-23; Luke 23:26-32; John
19:16-17
i. His burial—Matthew 27:57-66; John 19:31-42
j. The resurrection—Matthew 28:2-15; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John
19:31-42
k. Many post-resurrection appearances for 40 days.
l. Jesus’ ascension—Luke 24:50-53
Resources for this Outline:
Studies in the Life of Christ, R.C. Foster. Baker: Grand Rapids, 1971.
The NIV Harmony of the Gospels. Thomas and Gundry. Peabody, Mass., 2003.
The New Analytical Bible. Dickson. Chicago, Dickson Publ., 1966.
The Biblically Stated Purposes for Jesus’ Coming
Throughout the Scriptures, we are given specific reasons for the first coming of the Lord.
Here is a partial listing:
1- He came to reveal, disclose, explain God.—John 1:18
2- He came to accomplish the works of the Father—John 5:36
3- He came to do the will of the Father and please God—John 8:29; Hebrews 10:7
4- He came to seek and save the lost—Luke 19:10
5- He came to provide the real essence of life—John 10:10
6- He came to provide an atonement offering once for all men and once for all
time and mediate a new covenant—Matthew 26:28; Romans 3:24-5; Hebrews
9:14-15
7- He came to testify to the truth—John 18:37
8- He came to render powerless the one who had the power of death—Hebrews
2:14-15
9- He came to destroy the works of the devil—1st John 3:8
The Impact of Christ- Consider this summary from Global Ministry Outreach, “Who Is
Jesus—Really?” (www.whoisjesus-really.com) accessed on 8/28/12.
Nobody has changed the world the way Jesus has. Nobody.
Throughout history, the influence Jesus had on the lives of people has never
been surpassed. No other great leader has inspired so many positive changes in
the lives of his followers. People who encounter the risen Christ are totally
transformed. Their outlook on life is altered forever. Staying true to their faith,
they do not hesitate to face hardship, persecution and even death. Many devote
their lives to serving others, minimizing their own needs and desires.
First Century Christians
Following Jesus' crucifixion, his disciples were devastated. They had forsaken him
in the Garden of Gethsemane to save their own lives. But after they met the
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resurrected Christ, they were radically changed. Suddenly, they were willing to
give their lives to tell Jesus' story to the world. Many were tortured and killed
because they proclaimed Jesus was alive.
Skeptics and enemies were also transformed. Jesus' younger brother, James,
didn't think Jesus was the Messiah. But after his resurrected brother appeared to
him, James not only believed Jesus was Lord but became the leader of the
Jerusalem church and died a martyr in 62 AD.
Saul of Tarsus was a chief persecutor of early Christians. He dragged people to
prison. When they did not recant their faith, he participated in their execution.
But he had a dramatic encounter with the risen Christ on his way to Damascus
and he was transformed from Saul, the enemy of Christianity, to Paul, the main
propagator of its message. He left his position of prestige in Jewish society to
become a traveling missionary who experienced incredible suffering while
sharing the love of Christ throughout the Roman empire.
Roman governor Plinius Secundus wrote in his Epistles X96 that Christians were
people who loved the truth at any cost. Although he was ordered to torture and
execute them for refusing to curse Jesus, he was continually amazed and
impressed with their firm commitments "not to do any wicked deeds, never to
commit any fraud, theft, adultery, never to falsify their word, not to deny a trust
when they should be called upon to deliver it up." For centuries, true Christians
around the world have stood as shining examples of the standards of truth and
love established by Jesus of Nazareth.
Historian Philip Schaff described the overwhelming influence which Jesus had on
subsequent history and culture of the world. "This Jesus of Nazareth, without
money and arms, conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed,
and Napoleon; without science...he shed more light on things human and divine
than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of schools,
he spoke such words of life as were never spoken before or since, and produced
effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a single
line, he set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons,
orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the
whole army of great men of ancient and modern times.
The Importance of Accepting the PERSON of Christ and the TEACHINGS/DOCTRINE of
Christ. To accept Jesus Christ is to accept His teachings, which were from God. To deny
His teachings is to deny Jesus, the Son of God. His teachings and His person cannot be
separated without losing the very benefits of the gospel He came to provide. There can
be no salvation or a relationship with God without embracing both His person and His
doctrine. Read 2nd John 9.
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Lesson 16- Appendix A

THE WORDS OF JESUS RELATED TO ISRAEL
Through this study we have considered “ISRAEL” in many different regards: [1] Israel,
the man, the new God-given name for Jacob. (see Genesis 32:28), [2] Israel, the nation.
This is the corporate name of Jacob’s descendants. (see Exodus 28:1 and Deuteronomy
6:4), Israel, the northern kingdom following the separation of the northern tribes from
the southern tribes. (see Amos 1:1 and 1st Kings 12:16), and Israel, the spiritual kingdom.
The word used in this way was a broad reference to the children of Abraham, even
those of the remnant from the southern kingdom through the periods following the
division of the kingdom and to the time of Jesus. (see Jeremiah 31:2 and Ezekiel 3:17)
Thus the prophecy of Micah 5:2, which is quoted by the chief priests and teachers of the
law in Matthew 2:5-6…
4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law,
he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they
replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a
ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" (from NIV)
Israel in this sense, is used of the remaining remnant of the Hebrew people from the
kingdom division and the resettling in the land by those who lived generation to
generation until the time of Jesus.
Israel, as a nation was selected to fulfill an important role in God’s plan of redemption.
Had God chosen Israel because she was a mighty nation or because of her constant and
faithful stand for faith and the law through the centuries? Consider these Scriptures:
Deut 7:7-9 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were
more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it
was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that
he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery,
from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Deut 9:4-6 After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to
yourself, "The LORD has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my
righteousness." No, it is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is
going to drive them out before you. 5 It is not because of your righteousness or your
integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the
wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out before you, to
accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 6
Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God
is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.
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These references are of course about Israel as a “nation”, corporate Israel.
Important Note—“When you consider the children of Israel one by one, as individuals,
we know that some were faithful to God and some were not… Romans 9:6-8 “It is not
as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.
7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the
contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 8 In other words,
it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the
promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring”… What made a true Jew was not
Abraham’s blood in one’s veins, but Abraham’s faith in one’s heart… Despite Israel’s
unrelenting obstinance as a nation, there was always a remnant of the faithful.” (F.
LaGard Smith, Troubling Questions…, p.185) That faithful remnant was sometimes
referred to as the elect.
Let’s look at Jesus’ references to Israel and associated terms:
Matthew 8:10—“I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”
Matthew 10:6—“Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Matthew 10:23—“You will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of
Man comes.”
Matthew 15:24—“I was sent only to the lost house of Israel.”
Matthew 23:37—“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, … how I longed to gather your children… ,
but you were not willing. Behold your house is left to you desolate.”
Mark 12:29—“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.”
Luke 4:27—“There were many in Israel with leprosy in Elisha’s time…, yet not one of
them was cleansed, only Naaman the Syrian.”
What Other Gospel writers said about Israel:
John 1:11-13—“He came unto His own {people}, but His own did not receive Him…”
Jesus spoke about “Israel” on a few occasions, both to past events and their present
existence. What Jesus did talk and preach about much more frequently was the
kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God. (120x in gospels) The Jews believed that
when Messiah came, He would be a political deliverer and restore nationhood to a
zenith place of glory like the times of David and Solomon or even greater. Jesus was
concerned about God’s spiritual kingdom and preparing the way for people to enter and
abide in it by faith in HIM.
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Lesson 17

THE PERIOD OF THE EARLY DECADES OF THE CHURCH AGE
Memory Verse—“Praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was
adding to their number [to the church] day by day those who were being saved.”
(Acts 2:47 NASU)
This period in Bible history is usually dated from 30 A.D. until 60 A.D.
The significance of this period in redemptive history. The promised and long-awaited
for Messiah has come. He entered life with a supernatural act of God, was raised in a
devout Jewish commoner’s home and lived a perfect life. He began His ministry after
being baptized in the Jordan River. He endured all manner of temptations and threats
and demands on His life and still remained true to His God-sent purpose set His face
with determination towards Jerusalem and a cross… in His time and on His terms.
Having been confirmed dead, His body was taken from the cross and buried in a rich
friend’s tomb. But His body wasn’t there long enough to undergo decay (see Acts 2:2528) and He stepped back into life on that Sunday morning, A.D. 30. He spent 40 days
with His apostles, giving them more specific instructions and then ascended back to His
rightful place at the Father’s side. Ten days from ascension day, He sent the Holy Spirit
on His hand-picked, personally trained apostles to begin the work of establishing His
church. The day was Sunday, Pentecost, A.D. 30.
With supernatural power, the apostles of Jesus gave witness to His death, burial and
resurrection and the church age was birthed. Jesus fulfilled all the promises related to
the coming Messiah, and now by establishing His church, all the promises related to a
new covenant, a new Israel, a new body, and family of faith becomes a visible reality.
Our world has not been the same since. It is said most truly… “these men who have
turned the world upside down have come here too.” (Acts 17:6 NKJV)
The Book of Acts is written from the perspective of an investigative historian’s view and
gives an overview of the first 30 years of church history.
J.W. McGarvey summarizes the Book of Acts with the following FOUR period analysis:
1- THE HISTORY OF THE JERUSALEM CHURCH—Acts 1:1-8:4
a. The last recorded meetings of Jesus with His apostles—Ac. 1:1-8
b. The ascension of Jesus—Ac.1:9-11
c. The 10 day waiting period in Jerusalem and the replacement for Judas—
Ac.1:12-26
d. The apostles baptized with the Holy Spirit—Ac.2:1-13
e. The first publicly proclaimed gospel sermon and the first converts to
Christianity—Ac.2:14-47
f. The events of the church in Jerusalem—Ac.3:1-6:6
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g. The first Christian martyr—Ac.6:7-8:1
2- THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL IN JUDEA, SAMARIA, AND SURROUNDING
AREAS—Acts 8:5-12:25
a. The dispersion of Christian Jews to outlying areas—Ac.8:2-40
b. The conversion accounts of Saul/Paul—Ac. 9:1-19; 22:1-16; 26:1-20
c. Peter’s continuing ministry—Ac.9:32-11:18
i. The FIRST GENTILE converts—Ac.10:1-11:18
d. The first CHRISTIAN church established in Antioch, Syria—Ac.11:19-30
e. Peter’s arrest and deliverance and James’ execution—Ac.12:1-19
f. The death of Herod Agrippa I, struck down by God on August 1, 44 A.D. in
Caesarea.
3- THE SETTING APART OF PAUL FOR HIS APOSTOLIC MINISTRY AND HIS
PREACHING TOURS UP UNTIL HIS LAST VISIT TO JERUSALEM—Acts 13:1-21:16
a. Paul and Barnabas set apart to travel and evangelize by the Antioch
church—Ac.13:1-3
b. The first missionary journey—Ac.13:4-14:28.
i. A 2-2 ½ year preaching tour, covering about 1,235 miles,
preaching in at least 8 cities.
c. The Jerusalem Council—debating and settling the issue of the terms of
salvation for the Gentiles—Ac.15:1-35
d. The second missionary journey—Ac. 15:36-18:22
i. A 2 ½ - 3 year preaching tour, covering 2,700+ miles and
preaching in 12+ cities, accompanied by Silas, Timothy, Luke,
Aquila & Pricilla.
e. The third mission missionary journey—Ac.18:23-21:16.
i. A 4 year preaching tour (3 years at Ephesus), 2,500 miles,
preaching in at least 9 cities, accompanied by Luke, Sopater,
Aristarchus, Secundus, Gauis, Timothy, Tychicus, Trophimus.
4- THE LAST VISIT OF PAUL TO JERUSALEM, HIS ARREST AND FIRST
IMPRISONMENT IN ROME—Acts 21:17-28:31
a. Paul’s visit and arrest in the temple in Jerusalem—Ac.21:17—23:22
b. Paul moved to prison in Caesarea for security and hearings before Felix,
Festus and Agrippa—Ac. 23:23-26:32
c. The voyage to Rome—Ac. 27:1-28:10
d. Paul in Rome—Ac.28:11-31.
i. From the time of his arrest until his stay under house arrest in
Rome is about 3 years (2 years imprisoned in Caesarea). This
journey is over 2,100 miles and in accompanied by Luke and
Aristarchus.
e. POINT OF INTEREST—The last word of Acts is “unhindered”. The
messengers may be accused, arrested, beaten, and even put to death,
but the message of Christ covers the earth… unhindered. (see 2nd
Tim.2:8-9 NIV)
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Lesson 17- Appendix A

THE LETTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT ERA
During the first century, about 15-20 years into the church age, the letters of our New
Testament Scriptures began to be penned by the apostles and prophets. These were
men supernaturally gifted and Holy Spirit inspired to write down the message of Jesus to
congregations and individuals. These writings are invaluable to the ongoing of the
ministry of Christ beyond the apostolic age. The apostles appear to be aware that they
were writing Scripture as is evidenced in 2nd Peter 3:16. The following chart is offered to
assist the Bible student with an overview of each letter/book.
Suggested
Letter
Author
To
Main Message
Date
Pre-50
James
James, the
Brethren
A practical appeal to
(Before the
half-brother
scattered
Christian living by
Jerusalem
of Jesus, an
presumably
linking faith to
Council of
elder in the
from the
Christian service. An
49-50)
Jerusalem
events of Acts emphasis on true faith,
(Note-some
church
7-8 and Acts
heavenly wisdom and
place James
12 under
pure religion. A call to
as late at 60persecution
endurance under trial.
62)
Jerusalem Council- A.D. 51 (Acts 15: & Galatians 2:1-10)
51-52 (At
Galatians
Paul
Congregations Paul first defends his
least 14-17
in the
message/apostleship
years after
southern
because of his many
Paul’s
region of
critics. The main core
conversion)
Galatia, which of the letter is to refute
were planted the challenges to grace
on the 1st
and Christian freedom
Missionary
in the form of Jewish
Journey
legalism. A major
theological application
of the Abrahamic
covenant promise, the
law and the gospel in
found in chapter 3.
51-52
1
Paul
The
A letter of
Written
Thessalonians
congregation encouragement to
during the
in
faithfulness following
nd
2 Miss.
Thessalonika
their conversion, the
Journey
planted by
need for
Paul on 2nd
spiritual/moral purity
Missionary
and teachings on the

100

Redemption Through The Ages

Journey
51-52
(Written
during the
2nd
Missionary
Journey)

2nd
Paul
Thessalonians

55

1st
Corinthians

Paul

55

2nd
Corinthians

Paul

57

Romans

Paul

2nd coming of Jesus.

The
congregation
in
Thessalonika
planted by
Paul on 2nd
Missionary
Journey
The
congregation
in Corinth,
planted by
Paul on 2nd
Missionary
Journey

Teachings on what
Jesus’ return would
mean to the unsaved,
what conditions will
precede His coming
and the importance of
diligent work until His
return.
Paul addresses many
doctrinal and practical
problems which had
surfaced in this
congregation including:
division, lawsuits,
immorality, marriage,
meat sacrificed to
idols, worship issues,
Lord’s Supper, spiritual
gifts and resurrection
questions.
The
Notes the progress in
congregation address problems
in Corinth,
noted in previous
planted by
letter, shares personal
nd
Paul on 2
feelings about God’s
Missionary
provisions through his
Journey
trials, urges them to
complete the
collection for other
Christians in need, and
a defense of his
apostleship.
The church
A very systematic
had been
overview of the great
established by doctrines of sin,
others, but
salvation, election, and
Paul was
Christian living. This is
hoping to visit the most
there on his
comprehensive
way to Spain
theological letter of
the New Testament.
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60

Colossians

Paul, from
house arrest
in Rome-1st
imprisonment

The
congregation
at Colosse in
SE Asia Minor

60

Ephesians

Paul, from
house arrest
in Rome-1st
imprisonment

The
congregation
in Western
Asia Minor
planted by
Paul on 2nd
Missionary
Journey

60

Philemon

Paul, from
house arrest
in Rome-1st
Roman
imprisonment

Personal
letter to
Philemon, a
Christian
brother

61

Philippians

Paul, from
house arrest
in Rome-1st
imprisonment

The first
congregation
in Europe
planted by
Paul on 2nd
Missionary
Journey

64-66

1st Timothy

Paul, after
release from
1st Roman
imprisonment,

Addressed to
Timothy, a
former
missionary

Heresy must be
refuted which elevated
human philosophy to
explain/replace the
gospel and
undermined the
person of Jesus.
A doctrinal overview of
God’s work of salvation
and the one body of
Christ comprised of
both saved Jews and
Gentiles. God’s plan for
the church is given and
the basic building
blocks of faith detailed.
Church polity is
outlined and principles
for Christian marriage
drawn from the
church/Jesus
relationship. Spiritual
warfare is detailed.
An appeal to receive
Onesimus (former
slave) as a Christian
brother, since he was
willing to return to his
service.
A letter of joy and
thanksgiving,
experienced through
times of peril. A great
hymn of the person of
Jesus and a passionate
call to keep pressing
on. A thank you for the
generosity of the
church for Paul’s
support.
A letter to a younger
preacher about his
duties in the church,
how to conduct
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while traveling
on another
mission trip to
Macedonia

64-66

Titus

66-68

2nd Timothy

66-68, prior
to the
destruction
of Jerusalem
in 70.

Hebrews

64-67

1st Peter

recruit, who
was now an
able servant
as an
evangelist in
Ephesus

ministry without
favoritism, standards
for appointing church
leaders, the
importance of
maintaining personal
purity and sound
doctrine.
Paul, after
Addressed to Paul instructs Titus on
release from
Titus, another how to encounter false
1st Roman
young
doctrine/teachers, how
imprisonment, evangelist,
to appoint elders for
while traveling who had
the church, and the
on another
served in
lessons for godly living.
mission trip to Corinth and
Chap 3 includes a great
Macedonia
now on the
summary of salvation
island of
through mercy and the
Crete.
new birth.
Paul from
Sensing he
Concerned for the
Rome during
would soon
welfare of the
nd
his 2
die, Paul
churches, Paul wrote
imprisonment writes
more on guarding the
Timothy to
gospel, and if need be,
encourage
suffering for it. A final
him and come appeal for every
to him soon.
preacher to be faithful
to his charge and
calling.
Unidentified
Written to
A highly, polished
author.
Jewish
letter showing the
Suggestions
Christians
fulfillment of the OT
have been
who were
types and shadows as
Paul, Apollos, wavering on
fulfilled in the person
Barnabas,
the fence of
and gospel of Jesus.
Luke and
remaining
The only NT document
others.
true to the
to explain the role of
gospel or
Christ’s high
abandoning it priesthood and detail
the New Covenant. A
strong appeal to follow
the example of earlier
faithful saints of God.
Peter, the
Written to
A call to understand
Apostle
Christians
suffering in a sinful
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scattered
through the
regions of NAsia Minor
and upwards
to the Black
Sea

66-67

2nd Peter

Peter the
Apostle

Probably
written from
Rome, shortly
before Peter
is crucified by
Nero.
Addressed to
the same
recipients as
the previous
letter.

68-70
(Pre
destruction
of
Jerusalem)

Jude

Jude, the half
brother of
Jesus

Unspecified
audience,
except that it
is a Christian
community
being
assaulted by
false teachers
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1st John

John the
Apostle

Written to
Christians
world-wide
who must
uphold the
gospel on a
spiritual AND
doctrinal level

world, a call to holiness
and the importance to
follow the example of
Christ. The significance
of baptism and the
need to remain faithful
through all things. A
message to elders
about proper
shepherding.
A call to growing in all
stages of Christian
discipleship. The
origination of Scripture
and a warning against
false prophets. An
optimistic and detailed
view of the
implications of the
Lord’s 2nd coming and
the need for
faithfulness.
A call to contend for
the faith, since all
apostles, excepted
John has probably
been martyred by this
time. Leaving young
churches extremely
vulnerable, this call is
to stand strong against
false teachers and their
perversion of the
gospel.
A letter written with
passion for Christian
brotherhood, and also
as an appeal to
maintain the purity of
the gospel against
Gnosticism. True
spirituality is
underscored and the
basis for testing the
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truthfulness of those
who speak for the
gospel.
90

2nd John

John the
Apostle

Written to
Christians
world-wide

90

3rd John

John the
Apostle

Written to
Gaius and the
Christians
with him

A warning about
Gnostic deceivers and
an appeal to brotherly
love.
An encouragement to
Gaius and Demetrius
for faithful service and
a warning to those
opposing the work,
especially Diotrophes
who has become a
dictator of sorts in the
church. He anticipates
personally visiting
them soon.
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Lesson 17- Appendix B

THE BOOK OF PROPHECY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
By the close of the first century, all the apostles had died except John. Churches had
been established around the empire and beyond. Some had been in existence for nearly
50 years. Many have been through times of persecution and most of them are led by 2nd
or even 3rd generation elders and evangelists. Some stood strong for the gospel and
against the world and all its paganistic practices. Others had caved in to the pressure to
be more accepting of the world at the expense of the ethic of the gospel. Many had
compromised the message of the gospel and their faith wavered between truth and
partial truth.
So our Lord deemed it necessary to send a message to seven congregations in Asia
(modern-day Turkey) through the last living apostle, the beloved Apostle John. He had
been exiled for preaching Christ in Asia and was on an rocky prison island called Patmos
out in the Mediterranean. It is believed by many that some time after this John was
released from his island imprisonment to return to Ephesus and serve out his time still
preaching and teaching the message of His wonderful Lord.
His book, this book of prophecy, was written to call weakening congregations to
repentance, all congregations to faithfulness, and every Christian to preparedness for
the enduring conflict between Christ’s kingdom and the kingdoms of this world and the
underworld. The book closes with a celebration of the Lamb’s ultimate victory over all
evil, whether the devil, the beast or the false prophet. Heaven in God’s presence awaits
all who will overcome.
The following is an outline of the book from the sermon series “Victory In Jesus” by
Terry L. Peer.
1- In Awe of the Glorified Christ—Revelation 1:1-19
2- Christ’s Presence Amid Tested Congregations—Revelation 1:20-3:22
a. Christ is walking among the candlesticks (congregations) and He knows
exactly what is going on in each one.
b. His messages are still valid for every congregation today.
3- God Is on His Throne—Revelation 4:1-11
a. This throneroom is the “command central” for the whole universe. God
and His Son Jesus is on His throne and is Lord over all.
b. It is also a place of perpetual praise!
c. It is where our prayers are received and heard!
4- Worthy Is the Lamb—Revelation 5:1-14
a. Jesus is the Worthy ONE to open the book of God and unfold the
developments of the cycles of history.
b. There is a seven-fold praise for the Lamb of God! (v.8-14)
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5- The Opening of the Seven Seals—Revelation 6:1-8:1
a. Catastrophe and calamity and conflict is what the world will experience,
and more so as evil escalates and the world rejects its Savior.
6- The Sounding of the Seven Trumpets—Revelation 8:2-11:19
a. Another view of the calamity which falls upon earth because of its
rejection of Christ.
7- The Revealing of the Seven Personages—Revelation 12:1-14:20
a. The major “players” in the drama of God’s dealing with His creation.
They are [1] the woman (O.T. Israel), [2] the great red dragon (the devil),
[3] the male child- Son of God, [4] Michael and his army of angels, [5]
Rest of the woman’s children (Christians of the new covenant), [6] the
beast of the sea (pagan and anti-God political powers), [7] the beast of
the land (the counterfeit false religions as the false prophet)
8- The Seven Bowls of Wrath—Revelation 15:1-16:21
a. The outpouring of God’s wrath upon evil and sinful wickedness.
9- The Seven Judgment Announcements—Revelation 17:-19:
a. Specific judgment announcements upon “Babylon, the great, and the
beast and the false prophet.
10- The Millennium and Ultimate Defeat of the Devil—Revelation 20:1-10
a. The stages of the period of the church age under the rule of the Lordship
of Christ, which closes with a great apostasy, and with a hopeful
acceptance of Christ and His gospel by a remnant of the Jewish people
before the sudden return of the Lord.
11- The Seven New Realities—Revelation 20:11-22:21
a. These are the covenant promises of God which every “overcomer” will
receive when Jesus returns at the end of the church age as God’s ultimate
victor over sin, Satan, and evil.
b. The final judgment takes place and God’s new heavens and earth become
the eternal home of righteousness.
What Christians can expect until Jesus’ return is a hard-fought battle against evil and sin.
There will be times when it seems like the church is losing ground in the battle and at
times experiences severe persecution, many even dying for the faith.
But suffering for Christ and His gospel is a small price to pay when one thinks of the
eternal reward and eternal home that awaits every believer who “overcomes”. Those
are the ones who will certainly receive the promises, whether they have already died in
the faith or are alive at His return.

Even so… come Lord Jesus!
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Lesson 18

ISRAEL—THE MAN, THE NATION, THE KINGDOM,
and THE SPIRITUAL KINGDOM
Israel is a special name used throughout the Scripture, but in different applications. It is
necessary for a Bible student to familiarize himself with these different applications.
Israel is an historical person, from which a nation is named and ultimately a spiritual
kingdom with that name passing through various stages of usage.
Some may wonder since the Family of Faith is traced back to Abraham, why are the
chosen people then and even now called Israel or Israelites? Why not Abraham or
Abrahamites? It is true that Abraham is the “father” of this family and he did set the
primary example of faith and faithfulness. Romans 4:1-25 is a great testimony to the
legacy of faith and faithfulness which God recognized in him. So why are the nation and
subsequently the kingdom and ultimately the spiritual kingdom named for Abraham’s
grandson? Reasons include: [1] Jacob/Israel is born from pure non-Canaanite heritage,
albeit born in (native to) Canaan, [2] Jacob/Israel is the father of a large family (12 sons)
who would father 12 tribes to form the nucleus of the nation and kingdom, [3] he is the
last of the “patriarchs”, [4] being the father of the “12”, by faith he is charged to
administer the patriarchal “blessings” not only for his sons, but by extension, the tribes
and people who would descend from them, and [5] he was blessed by his father Isaac to
be the line through which the nation would be formed (Heb. 11:20) and eventually we
know the Messiah would come.

ISRAEL—THE MAN
1. His Birth—Genesis 25:19-26 (J. MacArthur states that “the severe jostling in her
womb prefigured the future antagonism between the two nations to arise from
Rebekah’s twin sons.”
2. His early life and the securing of the birthright—Genesis 25:27-34. Esau did not
value the treasured birthright (double portion of the inheritance) and thus sold it
off for the satisfaction of his appetite. From this point Esau is known as “profane
person.” (He. 12:16) The descendants of Esau are known as the “Edomites”. (ie.
“red”) (However, according to God’s choice noted in Romans 9:10-12, God predecided that the line through which Jesus would come was the line of Jacob and
that was not based on good or evil after the fact)
a. ISBE notes: As the Brother of Esau: These twin brothers therefore share
thus far the same relation to their parents and to what their parents
transmit to them. But here the likeness ceases. "Being not yet born, neither
having done anything good or bad, that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth, it was said unto
(Rebecca), The elder shall serve the younger" (Rom 9:11-12). In the
Genesis-narrative, without any doctrinal assertions either adduced to
explain it, or deduced from it, the fact is nevertheless made as clear as it is
in Malachi or Romans, that Esau is rejected, and Jacob is chosen as a link
in the chain of inheritance that receives and transmits the promise.
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3. Jacob is “blessed” by his father, Isaac—Genesis27:1-29. (Apparently Isaac
forgets or ignores the transfer of the birthright (Ge. 25:33) and was overlooking
Esau’s grievous marriages (Ge.26:35). The result is a bitterness by Esau towards
his twin brother.
4. Jacob seeks a wife from “his own people”—Genesis 27:41-28:5 (From Uncle
Laban)
5. Jacob meets God in a dream/vision and covenants with God concerning his future
and pledges his life to be used of God.—Genesis 28:10-22.
6. Jacob meets the love of his life Rachel but winds up with her sister as well and
two handmaids through which he shall have children.—Genesis 29:1-31:55.
7. Jacob fears meeting his estranged twin brother since his return to Canaan is now
imminent.—Genesis 32:1-21.
8. Jacob “wrestles” with God and his name is changed to “ISRAEL”—“the prince
with God”—Genesis 32:22-32.
9. Jacob apprehensively meets his twin brother—Genesis 33:1-20.
10. Jacob in Canaan—Genesis 3318-35:29 and 37:1-2a.
11. Israel favors his son Joseph, the famine and God’s personal assurance about the
outcome of his life—Genesis 37:2b-46:4
12. Jacob/Israel the man dies and is embalmed by the Egyptians—Genesis 49:29-50:3
He is buried in the cave at Machpelah in Mamre in Canaan. (Genesis 50:4-14)

The ISBE states:
As the Father of the Twelve: With Jacob the last person is reached who, for his
own generation, thus sums up in a single individual "the seed" of promise. He
becomes the father of 12 sons, who are the progenitors of the tribes of the
"peculiar people." It is for this reason that this people bears his name, and not that
of his father Isaac or that of his grandfather Abraham. The "children of Israel," the
"house of Jacob," are the totality of the seed of the promise. The Edomites too are
children of Isaac. Ishmaelites equally with Israelites boast of descent from
Abraham. But the twelve tribes that called themselves "Israel" were all
descendants of Jacob, and were the only descendants of Jacob on the agnatic
principle of family-constitution.
III. Biography. - The life of a wanderer (Deut 26:5 the Revised Version, margin)
such as Jacob was, may often be best divided on the geographical principle.
Jacob's career falls into the four distinct periods: that of his residence with Isaac
in Canaan, that of his residence with Laban in Aram, that of his independent life
in Canaan and that of his migration to Egypt. (from International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft).
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ISRAEL—THE NATION AND THE KINGDOM
From Israel the man, there were twelve sons who formed a large family. From one
of those sons, the son born of Rachel, Joseph had two sons (Manasseh and Ephraim) who
were written into the will as receiving equal shares of the inheritance with Joseph’s
brothers. So with Benjamin along with the two sons of Joseph receiving equal shares in
the land and inheritance, Rachel’s sons actually receive 3 shares of the division of the
land when the conquest was completed. Intentionally, Israel (the man) blessed the
younger Ephraim with greater blessing than his older brother Manasseh. Joseph tried to
correct the situation, but Israel made it clear… he knew what he was doing. Ephraim
became the dominant tribe of the northern 10 tribes and eventually became the designated
name for the northern kingdom. (i.e. Isaiah 7:17)
In God’s providence, what Joseph’s brothers intended as an act of vengeful
elimination of their brother, God used for ultimate good in the preservation of this family.
(See Genesis 37:12-36) Joseph revealed the hand of God was at work in “saving a
remnant” or his posterity for the survival of Israel’s family through the rich and wisely
managed storehouses of Egypt.
From the 70 souls who went into Egypt, God formed a nation. (See Exodus 1:17). By the times of the Exodus, there were 603,000 males of 20 years old and above.
(See Exodus 12:37) for a total population of about 2 million. (Check also Numbers 1:46)
The “children of Abraham” were no longer a mere family, but a nation of people.
God promised to continue the covenant blessings to this nation for the sake of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, but generation to generation, their standing and covenant
acceptance would be on a conditional basis. God promised through Moses to bring them
from Egyptian bondage to the land of Canaan where their forefathers had sojourned
during their lifetimes. (See Exodus 6:2-8). The land would fulfill the earlier covenant
promise to Abraham and would serve as a legacy and heritage for Israel.
The Exodus took place and God delivered the people from Egypt and brought
them to the foot of Mt. Sinai where HE would establish the people with a covenant law,
both for their spiritual development and national sustainment as well as to provide a
system of civil order. God’s blessings on the nation were CONDITIONAL from the
beginning. Faithful obedience meant blessing and protection. Unfaithfulness meant the
withholding of blessings and the removal of protection. (See Leviticus 26:1-46). The first
generation of the redeemed failed to keep covenant and thus died in the wilderness. The
next generation, those under 20 at the time of the Exodus, now adults would be led into
the land by Joshua and Caleb. The covenant was renewed in the land of Moab just prior
to their entry into Canaan. (See Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20) These covenant terms were
understandable and doable. (See Dt. 30:11-14). The covenant promises made to Abraham
and thus to Israel were fulfilled with the conquest and occupation of the land (See Joshua
21:43-45) with the exception of the covenant promise concerning “the Seed”, which
would be fulfilled in the coming of Jesus. (i.e. Galatians 3:16)
Israel as a nation failed to understand the missiological significance and
obligations of being a covenant people. They were blessed to be a blessing, not to be
exclusively limited to fellow Israelites. (see Exodus 19:4-6) This passage, upon careful
examination shows that they were intended to be a “treasured” people (lit. “movable”) to
be priests to represent God among the peoples of the earth. Psalms 67 demonstrates this
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“covenant obligation” to be a light to the world. They had constant opportunity to be a
“light for the Gentiles”. (Isaiah 42:6-7; also Exodus 9:13-16).
The land occupation was to establish the “nation” as a people in a centralized
location to await the “fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4) when God would send His Son.
The land was also intended to “provide a place where the people of God could learn and
demonstrate what holy community was all about. It was not intended as simply a symbol
of political power, nor was it provided as an exclusive camp where the people could, with
arrogance, praise themselves for deserving such blessings from God.” (Paul McAlister,
Completing the Task, p. 39) “Israel missed the point and made the land a symbol of
exclusivity, when God intended it to be a part of the ‘light to the Gentiles’.” (Ibid, p.40) It
has been noted that during the Monarchy, (United Kingdom), Israel’s faith became more
institutionalized, formalized, and ceremonial, rather than heartfelt covenant obedience
and the nation plunged into idolatry and ethnocentrism.
The United Kingdom or Monarchy lasted from 1050 B.C. until 930 B.C. During
this era, Israel was not just a man nor just a nation, but a kingdom. However, due to the
rise of idolatrous practices from the influence of the Canaanites, and their own covenantkeeping reduced to mere formal ritual law-keeping and internal conflict following the
death of Solomon, the nation divided. The northern tribes, 10 of them, led by the tribe of
Ephraim chose to follow Jereboam and established their own places of worship,
earmarked by the two golden calves in 1st Kings 12:25-33. Israel, the northern kingdom
(now often called Ephraim) fell to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. as God’s punishment for
generation after generation of idolatry and paganism. From this time, only Judah
remained for a time to pursue covenant keeping. There are many examples where the
term “ISRAEL” is used to identify the southern kingdom and eventually the remnant
which would remain of it. God is identified numerous times as “The God of Israel” even
though the northern kingdom has fallen and scattered. (See Ezek. 5:1, 6:21, 9:4, and Jer.
16:9). And the people themselves are referred to as Israel, even though they are from the
tribe of Judah or Benjamin (i.e. Neh. 10:39; Ezek. 33:10; Is. 44:21). Eventually this
remaining southern kingdom caved into pagan practices and they too were overcome by
foreigners and the major portion of the population deported to Babylon. This Babylonian
“captivity” lasted for 70 years, and finally and completely purged idolatry from the
nation. God preserved and rescued a remnant to return and resettle the land to await for
the coming of the “SEED”.
Thus “ISRAEL” was the God-given name for the grandson of Abraham, for the
family which came from him, for the nation which arose from the twelve tribes, for the
kingdom of the period of the United Monarchy and eventually even the southern
kingdom, and finally in the Old Testament period, the remnant of the people of God who
were restored to the land of Canaan awaiting the promised Son who would come to save
the world.
“Israel” was used of the people living in Palestine of Jewish descent during the
lifetime of Jesus. (See Matthew 2:21; 9:33; Luke 1:16,80; & 10:6) Many made the
mistake of thinking that just being able to prove they were in the lineage of Abraham
made them true Israelites. Such was not the case. (See Matthew 3:9; Luke 3:8; John 8:39;
and Romans 2:28-29).
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ISRAEL—THE SPIRITUAL KINGDOM
“Israel” takes on its new and ultimate distinction with the arrival of Jesus and His
inauguration of the new covenant. The Jews, even Jesus’ own disciples, maintained the
exclusivity of “national Israel.” This was demonstrated as late as the pre-ascension
conversation between Jesus and His apostles. (See Acts 1:6).
Matthew 1:1 underscores the arrival of Jesus the Son as the fulfillment of the
divine promise to Abraham. Jesus is “THE SEED” who would be the divine blessing to
ALL people of ALL nations. The “seed of woman” and the “SEED” of Abraham are onein-the-same person. God’s plan was and IS global. Ancient Israel had failed in the
recognition of that missional purpose. But God is too great for His plans to be thwarted.
His ultimate kingdom plans would be, were, and are fulfilled in Jesus and His kingdom.
Through the plan of salvation, men and women of every tribe, language, people,
and nation (ethnic groups) are invited and called to conversion and salvation. First the
message was to “the house of Israel”, but was to be extended to all peoples. Jesus lived
out His early years in Nazareth—in “Galilee of the Gentiles” (See Is.9:1) This was just a
betokening of the fact that while being born in the line of Seth, Shem, Abraham, and
Israel, His missional impact would be for the nations. His Great Commission was issued
to reach the nations. His gospel was to be spread first in Jerusalem, then Judea, then
Samaria, and then to the uttermost. (cf. Acts 1:8)
And when people were converted through the gospel to the person and teaching of
Jesus, they were “ADDED” to the number of His followers, the church. (cf. Acts 2:47)
While the unconverted were aliens to the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, those who were “far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ.” (Eph. 2:13). Now from the time of the cross, there is no longer TWO peoples,
but ONE family, ONE body, ONE nation, ONE house, ONE new man IN CHRIST. The
following list of Scriptures need to be carefully examined to see that God is using
“Israel” in one more new way. It is used to refer to the household of faith, encompassing
all the truly converted as the new “ISRAEL”. Consider:
1. Ephesians 2:13-18
2. Galatians 3:26-4:5
3. Galatians 6:16
4. 1st Peter 2:4-10
Jesus’ identity as the Son of Man is rooted in the role He plays as the Ancient of Days
who would receive a kingdom so that “all peoples, nations, and languages should serve
Him.” (Daniel 7:13-14) Delitzsch’s “pyramid” shows the progression of Israel from the
first covenant announcement to Abraham to the consummation.
Israel is a name designated by God to refer to a patriarch, a nation which became
a kingdom and the church, Jesus’ own spiritual kingdom… the true and ultimate “people
of God.”
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