Lesson 1
Holy Spirit—The Believer’s Heavenly Helper

HOLY SPIRIT—HE IS DIVINE PERSONAL GOD
The Holy Spirit of God first appears in Scripture in Genesis 1:2. “And the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the deep.” Here at
the very dawn of the history of the universe, the Holy Spirit is present. In fact, that
speaks to His very nature… He is the living, animating, invisible presence of
God. Because His nature is spirit, thus invisible, this does not make Him any less
God or any less to be respected as God. He is to be honored and regarded as a
divine person of our Almighty God as much as the Father or the Son.
So often is the case today that Christians really know very little about Holy
Spirit, who He is, where He is, when we receive Him, how we receive Him, what
we can expect of Him, how we are to regard Him and how He can and wants to
help us in everyday life.
It is all too easy to get so hung up on the negative points of what He is not
doing and what is not genuinely His work, and trying to disclaim those who claim
to have some experience which we have not had, nor expect to have, that going
further in the pursuit of knowing Him is seldom pursued.
Yet true Christians are people who have been born of water and the Spirit.
(Jn.3:3-5) And Jesus promised that acknowledging Him in faith would bring Holy
Spirit into believers’ lives in such a refreshing way, much like cool, clear water for
people who are parched and dry. “On the last and greatest day of the feast,
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ’If a man is thirsty, let him come to
Me and drink . Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams
of living water will flow from within Him.’ By this He meant the __________,
whom those who believed in Him were later to _______________. Up to that
time, the Spirit had not been ____________, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.” (Jn.7:37-39)
Please note… Jesus and Holy Spirit are given to thirsty people. You have to
first be a personal disciple and believer in Jesus. One must have a longing, a
thirst for this connection with God, or there is no filling of God’s Spirit. We can
actually have a head full of Scripture and a heart empty of the Spirit. And the
result is always a cold, legalistic religion that stands in sharp contrast to the
heartfelt, genuine Christian relationship with the compassionate Christ of history.
We come before God as an empty cistern needing filling from a deep well of
crystal clear water. Being filled with God’s Spirit is not merely a command given
to every Christian. (See Ep.5:18). It must be recognized that receiving Holy Spirit
into our life is a gift which comes from God. He is not something we work
ourselves up to/for, not just a mystical state or euphoric experience that we
ourselves can achieve or induce. Being a Spirit led person and a Spirit indwelt
person is the result of nothing less than a person having an intimate, trusting,
obedient, yielding relationship to the very Lordship of Christ through His gospel
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plan of salvation and then having God give His own Holy Spirit to each new
Christian, upon their new birth.
Being a Christian and being Spirit-filled and Spirit-led ought to be
synonymous. There may be professing Christians and church members who are
not Spirit-filled and Spirit-led, but a profession is all there is. Assurance of a
living, vital, genuine, saving faith relationship comes from a personal knowledge
and walk with God, as objectively revealed in His Word and by this inner intimacy
with His Spirit.
 Who is it who gives us knowledge of our adoption into the family of God?
 Who is it who sets God’s seal of salvation upon our hearts?
 Who is God’s down payment on the inheritance we will receive in the future?
 Who is the One who can inwardly produce and prompt Christ-likeness in our
lives that had distorted the image of God once replicated in man?
 Who can bring to bear on the mind of man, at a very mind and conscience
level the will of God and the desires of God from God’s very mind?
 Who can relate to us and influence us with a more intimate and personal
knowledge of the mind of Christ?
 The answer in each and every case is HOLY SPIRIT!
Let us not forget for a minute that the subject of Holy Spirit is no mere
academic or psychological matter. He is a Divine Person of God, inherently and
inwardly, and inspirationally involved in our spiritual lives. His presence is vital,
and perhaps it is time for Christians to once again emphasize His person and
work.

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS PROMISED
GOD MADE PROMISES ABOUT THE SPIRIT’S COMING THROUGH OLD
TESTAMENT PROPHETS
1. Is.32:1-2, 15 Because of the rebellion of the people of God, and the
subsequent captivity and desolation of the land until the time of restoration of
God’s people to the land to await the preparation for the coming of the
Messiah, who upon the completion of His ministry would pour out the Spirit of
the Lord upon the people from on high.
2. Is.59:16-17, 21… Truth and justice were a thing of the past, no one was found
to intercede between a sinful man and a holy God, so God Himself would
work salvation. And the promise included, “As for me, this is my _______
with them, says the Lord. My ________, who is on you and my words
that I have put in your mouth will not depart from your mouth, or from
the mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their descendants
from this time on and forever, says the Lord.”
3. Ez.39:29 “I will no longer hide my _________ from them,

2

Lesson 1
Holy Spirit—The Believer’s Heavenly Helper

for I will ______ ______ my Spirit on the house of
Israel, declares
the Sovereign Lord.”
4. Joel 2:28-29 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all
___________. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will
dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my __________,
both ______ and _____________, I will pour out my Spirit in __________
___________.”
And when the Day of Pentecost came, following the ascension of Jesus back
to heaven, the apostles had been waiting in Jerusalem as instructed for power
from on high to come, these Old Testament promises were then fulfilled. In fact,
in Acts 2:13-16, the apostles were accused by the crowds of maybe being
intoxicated. But Peter quoted verbatim this prophecy from Joel and declared…
these men are NOT drunk as you suppose… rather “THIS IS THAT which was
spoken by the prophet Joel” and proceeded to quote the passage in length as
an announcement of the arrival of the age of the giving and bestowal of the Spirit.
This tremendous event fulfilled the long awaited prophecies made by prophets
long ago, according to the apostles.
JESUS HIMSELF PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT
Jn. 16:4-15- As the hour of His death draws near, Jesus gives some reassuring
instructions to His disciples, concerning the events to transpire over the coming
days and weeks, which including the sending of Holy Spirit. The disciples were
almost overcome with the recent words of Jesus about His death and departure,
so Jesus uses this time to make a very precious promise about “another
Comforter” who would be sent after the time He returns to the Father.
• The Spirit would NOT come until _________ ______ ____! (Note v.4-7) This
Comforter (parakletos) was ANOTHER Comforter. There was no need for
Holy Spirit on earth, so long as Jesus was present.
• The Spirit would NOT ___________ except what _______ told Him! (Note
v.12-13)
• The Spirit would encourage __________ only to Jesus. “He will bring
________ to Me…” He was not coming to start His own church or
encourage people to put Him at the front of the parade. He was being sent, to
encourage surrender to the Lordship of Jesus.
• Jesus promises that Holy Spirit would be the Spirit of __________! (v.13)
Truth is His instrument. Truth is His nature. And into truth is where He will
guide.

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON
Holy Spirit is a person, a Divine Person, NOT an “IT” or an impersonal force.
It is not uncommon to hear Christians refer to Holy Spirit as “it”. But He is God,
and it would not be appropriate to refer to God as “it”. It is no more appropriate to
refer to Holy Spirit as “it” than it is to refer to Jesus or Jehovah.
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John 14:15-18
The disciples had begun to sorrow at the words of Jesus about His leaving
them. But He comforts them with the words that He will not leave them as
orphans (v.18) Our English word “orphan” comes from the original word Jesus
used… “orphanos”. Jesus promised He would not leave the disciples alone…
HE would come to them.

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES
Holy Spirit is a Divine Person. To deny His divine personhood is to deny His
essential nature… that is… as God Himself.
It is vital that we understand that Holy Spirit is God, who acts in total harmony
with God’s will and God’s plan through God’s Word. As a Divine Person, He
possesses all the attributes of deity and the qualities of personhood.
A– THE ATTRIBUTES OF HOLY SPIRIT RELATED TO HIS DEITY
• He is eternal. (He.9:14)
• He was present and active at creation. (Ge.1:2)
• He is omnipotent. (Ro. 15:19, Lk.1:35)
• He is omniscient. (All-wise and knowing) (1 Co.2:10-11)
• He is omnipresent. (Present everywhere) (Ps.139:7-100
• He is holy. (Ep.4:30)
• He is named God. ( Is.63:9-10, Ac.5:1-4)
These are the qualities which make God, God! And Holy Spirit shares those
same qualities, making Him totally and completely Divine. He is totally and fully
deity!
B– THE ATTRIBUTES OF HOLY SPIRIT RELATED TO HIS
PERSONHOOD
An adult human being or person is a living being who demonstrates presence
of mind or rationale, possessing will or volition (the power of intelligent
choice), having communication skills (being able to speak and hear), having
emotions (the ability to love, or be hurt etc.) and is capable of relationship or
being rejected.
• He possesses thinking rational mind. (Ro. 8:27, Ac.16:6-7)
• He exercises power of choice. ( 1 Co.12:11)
• He communicates. (1 Ti.4:1)
• He is sensitive to feelings. (Ro. 15:30, Ep.4:30)
• He can be rejected or vexed. (Is.63:10)
Holy Spirit is fully Divine. Holy Spirit is fully a person. He is to be honored as
God, a living Divine person.

4- THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT ERA
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C.C. Crawford writes, “The Jewish Dispensation began with the forming of the
Hebrew theocracy under Moses and terminated with the death of Christ on the
cross. By His death, that is, by the shedding of His blood, the Messiah at one and
the same time abrogated the Old Covenant and ratified the New. (see Col. 2:1315; Heb. 8:1-13, 9:1-29) The covenant relationship established by God with
Abraham and his seed after him was enlarged into a national covenant at Sinai,
under Moses, with a national altar, sacrifices and high priest. And in this manner,
from the individual (Enoch, Noah etc.) the Spirit’s work passed over into the
family, and thence into the nation.”1
A recitation of this history is given:
• By released captives re-entering the promised land. (Nehemiah 9:9-31)
o Notice the connection with the Spirit’s work and the LAW of the
Lord and the MINISTRY of the PROPHETS!
• By a converted Hellenistic Jew named Stephen. (Acts 7: 2-53… notice 5153)
An important Scripture from the mouth of Jesus, essential to begin our study:
• John 7:37-39
• Jesus did not say that the Holy Spirit was not at all present or engaged in
specific facets of ministry, but Holy Spirit had not been given, and would
not be given until after His return to glory, in the sense of a personal
indweller for every believer.
• “… we should keep constantly in mind in studying the Spirit’s dealings
with the Hebrew nation, namely, that the Spirit did not dwell in the people
generally, but only in their chosen leaders, and even in them only at times
when some definite religious purpose was to be achieved by His
presence.”2
Let’s consider an overview of the Spirit’s activity before and during the Old
Testament era.
1- THE HOLY SPIRIT AT CREATION
• Gen. 1:2—What does “hovering over” mean? His presence was there
wherever the work of God was being accomplished.
• Gen. 1:26—How does the image of man reflect the person(s) of God?
• Innocent / Integrity
• Industrious
• Intelligent
• Volition
• Possessing spirit—Paul calls this “inner man and outer man”. (See 2nd
Cor.4:16)
• Gen. 2:7 and Job 33:4 “The Spirit (ruah) of God made me and the breath
(neshemah) of the Almighty gives me life”. Man’s body formed of dust and
inbreathed with breath (neshemah) life from God.
1
2

Crawford, C.C. The Eternal Spirit- Book II. Joplin: College Press; 1973. p.385.
Ibid. p.387.
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•

Ps. 104:29-30—Holy Spirit was present and engaged at creation and part
of God’s sustaining power in the universe.

2- THE HOLY SPIRIT STRIVING WITH PRE-DELUVIAN MAN
•

Gen. 6:1-8 (v.3) God’s wrath is aroused, because man has rejected the
pleading influence of God’s own Spirit.

3- THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW
•
•
•

•

•

Isaiah 63: 7-14
Deut. 18:15-18—_____________________________________________
Number 11:17—Moses had Holy Spirit of God. In order to lighten the load
of leading this vast people, God directed a means of sharing the burden.
(Note v. 25) The Spirit’s power that rested upon Moses was spread to the
seventy elders. The prominent gift of empowerment was PROPHECY!
(Speaking the Word of the Lord.)
Exodus 31:18—“written with the finger of God” (Compare Deut. 9:10)
o Now also compare Mattt. 12:28 and Luk. 11:20. Since Jesus used
the terms Spirit of God and finger of God interchangeably, could
“finger of God” be a descriptor used by inspired writers to describe
an operation of the Spirit?
o Did the Spirit not “inspire” the work of Moses? (See Ex. 34:27-28)
Impartation of gifts and skills and wisdom for God’s service.
o Ex. 28:3— “filled with a spirit of skill”
o Ex. 31:3-5— “filled him with the Spirit of God” (In ref. to Bezalel)

4- THE HOLY SPIRIT ON JUDGES AND KINGS
• “The Spirit of the Lord came upon…”
o The judges acted as civil magistrates and military leaders. The
Spirit came upon them to endow them with “wisdom, legal insights,
statesmanship and power in form of extraordinary physical strength
etc.
o “These exhibitions of the Spirit’s power stand alone in the Old
Testament, and it is apparent that they were for the sole purpose of
imparting great strength and valor to God’s chosen commanders
who were to lead His chosen people to victory against their foes…”
3

•
•
3

o Judges 3:10—Othniel
o Judges 6:34—Gideon
o Judges 11:29—Jephthah
o Judges 13:25; 14:6; 15;14—Samson
st
1 Samuel 10:6, 10; 11:6— Saul
1st Samuel 16:13-14—David

Johnson, Ashely. The Holy Spirit and the Human Mind. Dallas: Eugene Smith. 1903. p.20.
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2nd Samuel 23:1-2—David
o David was aware of the Spirit’s presence and power:
• David first proclaimed the omnipresence of the Spirit- Ps.
139:7-10
• David proclaimed the goodness of the Spirit. Ps. 143:10
• David emphasized the work of the Spirit in Creation and
Providence. Ps. 33:6,9; 104: 30
• David prayed for the abiding presence of the Spirit in his
personal repentance. Ps. 51:10-12
• David is recognized as a prophet.
• Ac.1:16
• Matt. 22:43-45
• Heb. 3:7-11
5- THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HEBREW PROPHETS
• The first person designated as a prophet in the O.T. (Gen . 20:7)
• Yet Jude says Enoch, seventh from Adam prophesied. (Jd.14)
• Noah fits the role of a prophet… a “preacher of righteousness”. (2nd Pe.
2:5)
• “This shows that the Spirit came miraculously upon the teachers and not
on the multitudes. The age of the prophets was the amplification of this
idea. It is a mistake to suppose that they were chiefly concerned about
future events. They were pre-eminently and conspicuously reformers and
teachers of the law.”4
• There is a significantly higher concentration of the mention of the Spirit in
the prophets than in other portions of the O.T.
o Pentateuch- 14
o History- 26
o Poetry- 8-9
o Prophetic- 31
o Crawford says that this goes to prove that there was a distinct
advance in the activity of the Spirit throughout the age of the
Hebrew prophets. (p. 402)
• The MESSIANIC PROPHECIES
o “The most important work perhaps of the Holy Spirit in and through
the prophets fo Israel was the building upon the body of prophetic
utterance pertaining to the advent of the Messiah, His earthly
ministry, His character and works, His humiliation and exaltation
and the nature and scope of His kingdom and covenant. This mass
of prophecy is of evidential value to us: it served to identify the
Messiah at His coming; as all these prophecies were fulfilled in the
life and work of Jesus of Nazareth, they proved beyond all
possibility of doubt that He was the long-expected Messiah and the

4

Johnson, Ashley. The Holy Spirit and The Human Mind. Dallas: Eugene Smith, 1903. p.16.
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Son of the living God. From the very beginning, revelation has ever
been attested by prophecy and by miracles.”5
o The following facts pertaining to the Messiah and His work, all of
them fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth are
foretold by the Spirit in the Hebrew Scriptures:
 His lineage
 The time of His coming in the flesh.
 The circumstances of His coming in the flesh.
 The character of His earthly ministry
 The excellence of His character
 The circumstances of His death.
 His resurrection, exaltation and coronation.
 The character and extent of His kingdom
 The character and extent of His covenant.
 The fact and circumstances of His second coming.
 FOR A LIST OF THE SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO ALL
THESE PROPHECIES ABOUT JESUS, SEE THE
ETERNAL SPIRIT—VOL. II- Crawford—pp. 406-410.
John was a prophet under the Old Covenant era. Luk. 1:76; 7:26; Mrk.
11:32

Jack Cottrell sums up the Spirit’s work in the Old Testament with the following
seven statements:
1) “The Spirit’s gifts were not given to all God’s people, even among the saved
within Israel.
2) The Spirit’s gifts were bestowed to equip for service, not to sanctify inwardly.
3) The Spirit’s gifts were not given to individuals for personal benefit, but for the
good of the whole body of Israel.
4) Such gifts were temporary and lasted only as long as the need for the
person’s services remained.
5) Miraculous signs accompanied such gifts at least once for evidential
purposes, but these signs were temporary. (Nu.11:25)
6) Once did not have to be a believer to receive this kind of empower from the
Spirit (Balaam, Nu. 24:2; Saul 1st Sa. 19:20-24) (These were exceptions…
TLP)
7) Sometimes the gifts were given through human agency such as anointing or
laying on of hands (Dt. 34:9, Nu. 27:18-20; 1st Sam. 16:13; 2nd Ki. 2:9-15) ,
and sometimes given directly without human agents. (Nu. 11:25-26)”6
So, we should know at the beginning that Holy Spirit is a Divine Person of God,
the third person of the ‘Godhead’. He has been present and engaged in specific
roles before and since creation. But we shall see that His ministry is more further
engaged in the New Testament era, preparing the believer for eternity to come.

5
6

Crawford, C.C. The Eternal Spirit- Vol. II. Joplin: College Press, 1973. pp. 402 and 405.
Cottrell, Jack. The Faith Once For All. Joplin: College Press, 2002. p.291.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT—HE INSPIRED SCRIPTURE AND MINISTERS
THROUGH THE WORD
“There were great truths in the mind of God, essential to the well-being,
happiness, and salvation of man, which man could not discern without divine aid.
These could not enter the realm of human knowledge by seeing, hearing, or
reasoning, so what eye had not seen, ear had not heard, and the heart had not
devised, God revealed unto us by the Divine Spirit.”1
The work of the Holy Spirit is divided into two categories: KNOWLEDGE and
POWER! This aspect of the Spirit’s work relates to His work and influence in the
field of KNOWLEDGE.
What is communication? It is the process of transferring a thought or a concept
or the expression of a feeling from one person’s mind to another’s.
Human communication is hindered by:
• Faulty memories
• Incomplete understanding
• Poor choice of words
• Embellishments
• Distortions or fabrications
When we speak of the Holy Spirit as the INSPIRER of Scripture, we are referring
to Divine communication from God our Creator, by His Holy Spirit through the
written Word (the BIBLE), through our primary senses into our mind.
What is the most important thing the Holy Spirit has ever done for us? He _____
US THE ___________!
“The Holy Spirit was the divine agent to convey the message of heaven, the
apostles and prophets were the human agents to whom He transmitted it, and
who then committed it to all men.”2
REVELATION was given to some men for the __________________ of all men!
THE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE
The Bible consists of 66 books (39 and 27 respectively) written by
__________ authors by the ____________ influence of God, the Holy Spirit.
The Bible is both REVEALED and INSPIRED! God HAS and DOES
communicate with us. He:
• Shares His very thoughts
• Tells us how to be saved
1

Ketcherside, W. Carl. “Revelation and Illumination” The Hartford Forum: The Holy Spirit in Our
Lives Today. St. Louis: Mission Messenger, 1966. p. 94.
2
Ibid. p.95.
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Gives us a sense of origin and identity and purpose.

So, how did God ensure that what the Biblical writers documented for us is what
He Himself wanted us to know?
1. REVELATION apocalupto= apo- from or out of and kalupto- to
uncover or unveil.
(a) 2 Types of Revelation from God
• GENERAL—Ps. 19:1-6 & Romans 1:19-20
• SPECIAL or Specific—Ps. 19:7-14, He.1:1-2
(b) Revelation refers primarily to the _______________!
(c) This aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work is the _____________
revealed ____________ to the ___________ AUTHORS. This is
true of anything they could not have known any other way. (Some
portions they may have known by experience, investigation, etc.)
2. INSPIRATION- theopneustos= theos- God and pneo- to breathe,
hence GOD-BREATHED or BREATHED OUT BY GOD!
(a) Inspiration refers primarily to the __________________!
(b) This aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work makes the Bible
__________________!
i. The authors were human, subject to all the ERRORS and
WEAKNESSES any man might experience.
ii. The Holy Spirit worked within them to make sure what
they wrote was absolutely _________and ___________.
Neo-orthodoxy declares that the Bible CONTAINS the Word of God! (What is
wrong with that?) __________________________________________________
BIBLICAL TESTIMONY TO THE SPIRIT’S ROLE
1. 2nd Samuel 23:2-- _____________________________________
2. Psalms 110:1-- _______________________________________
3. Mark 12:36-- _________________________________________
4. Acts 1:6-- ___________________________________________
5. Acts 2:4-- ____________________________________________
6. Psalms 2:1-2-- ________________________________________
7. Acts 4:24-26-- ________________________________________
8. Hebrews 3:7-11-- _____________________________________
9. Hebrews 9:8-- ________________________________________
10. Hebrews 10: 15-- ______________________________________
11. 1st Peter 1:10-12-- _____________________________________
The PROPHETIC WORD—2nd Peter 1:19, 20-21
This passage is speaking of the _____________ of the BIBLE, not just the
reader’s interpretation of it.
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“That is to say, the prophets were not giving their own interpretation of God’s
works. The ‘prophetic word’ (v.19) was not the result of mere human
investigation; it was not the product of writer’s own thinking Instead, as they
spoke, they were being carried along by the Spirit.”3
Jesus promised DIVINE HELP to the APOSTLES!
John 14:26
The Holy Spirit helps them in two ways:
1. INFALLIBLE _______________- they would have complete and accurate
recall of the teaching of Jesus.
2. TEACH THEM ________ THINGS—He would provide
________________ information.
a. See John 15:26
b. See John 16:12-14
What they receive through the Holy Spirit and what the end product will be is
TRUTH! It will be true is whichever format… _______________, ____________,
or ________________!
1st Corinthians 7:40-- ________________________________________
1st Corinthians 2:10 & 12-13 __________________________________
The same is true for the NON-APOSTLES with the gift of PROPHECY! (This gift
given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands.)
Ephesians 2:20- _____________________________________________
Ephesians 3:5- ______________________________________________
WHAT IS BIBLICAL INSPIRATION?
Biblical inspiration is NOT VERBATIM DICTATION! Rather “inspiration is the
term used to refer to the special supernatural supervision exercised by God over
His messengers to make sure they communicate His message accurately.”4
Russell Boatman calls this NOEMATICAL INSPIRATION—that is pertaining to
thoughts… “word are the vehicles of thought. We speak of thought in its
communicable and inter-relating with another. Noematical inspiration, as God’s
modus operandi for the writing of the Scriptures, implies that: The office and
work of the Holy Spirit, operating in the context of the inspiration of the
Scriptures, may be described as a supernatural influence exerted upon the minds
of the divinely chosen writers, whereby their writings may be unequivocally called
the Word of God.”5
Hebrews 1:1-2- _________________________________________________

3

Cottrell, Jack. The Authority of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978. p. 24.
Ibid. p. 23.
5
Boatman, Russell. What The Bible Says About The Holy Spirit. Joplin: College Press, 1989. p.278-279.
4
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The Holy Spirit supervised the authors, and the emphasis is on the PRODUCT,
the outcome which is the Holy Word of God. These are not the words of men;
rather the message sent from heaven via Spirit-guided authors, each writing in
the context of their own setting, experience, knowledge, language, genre, and
research. The Spirit of God guided them through this whole process.
Romans 3:2-- __________________________________________________
John 10:35-- ___________________________________________________
John 17:17-- ___________________________________________________
There is a distinction between the mere words of men and the WORD of God.
(See 1st Thessalonians 2:13)
THE BIBLE CLAIMS TO BE INSPIRED!
• Matthew 1:22 / Isaiah 7:14-- _________________________________
• Matthew 2:15 / Hebrews 4:7-- ________________________________
• Luke 1:70-- ______________________________________________
• Acts 3:18 / Acts 4:25-- ______________________________________
2nd TIMOTHY 3:16
1. God’s __________________ were inspired! 2nd Peter 1:21
2. God’s _______________ was inspired! 2nd Timothy 3:16
o Refers to the original manuscripts of Scripture, the autographs—
though the copies and legitimate translations have been confirmed
as quite dependable.
3. God’s ___________________ message is inspired!
o Plenary—ENTIRE, ALL of it!
o ALL Scripture is given by the inspiration of God.
o Not just the OLD Testament, but also the NEW!
 1st Timothy 5:18 contains 2 quotations… Dt. 25:4 and Mt.
10:10 / Lk. 10:7… The point… BOTH are Scripture.
o The apostles and prophets RECOGNIZED their own WRITING as
Scripture!
 1st Peter 1:10-12- _________________________________
 2nd Peter 3:2 & 14-16- ______________________________
o Every form / genre of Scripture:
 Historical
 Didactic
 Doctrinal
 Biography
 Poetry / Songs
 Prophecies
HOW OR IN WHAT MANNER DID THE HOLY WORK IN REVELATION?
1. Through guided research. Luke 1:1-4
2. Through revealed truths that the speaker / writer may not even have
understood. 1st Peter 1:10-11
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3. Through direct substance or content supplied. Exodus 4:12; Matthew
10:19,20
WHAT ABOUT ILLUMINATION?
Illumination is Calvinistic teaching that the Holy Spirit works directly upon the
believer’s mind miraculously as the Scripture is received, studied, giving
definitive, subjective help in understanding the meaning.
Scriptures that are many claim teaches illumination:
1. John 14:26—(a promise to the 12)
2. John 16:13—(a promise to the 12)
3. 1st Corinthians 2:10-16 (See Peer Chart on this passage (attached—p.16)
4. 1st John 2:20, 27 (See notes below)
5. Matthew 10:19-20—(a promise to the 12)
6. Jeremiah 31:31-34—(a prophecy/promise of the New Covenant which is in
contrast to the old. In the old covenant, a person was born into the
covenant family and upon reaching an age of understanding, had to be
taught about the Lord they were in covenant with by being an Israelite by
birth. In the New Covenant, one does not enter by natural birth, but by
new birth—coming to personally know the Lord through His gospel. They
don’t need to be taught “know the Lord”, for coming to know Him is how
one becomes a Christian to start with)
If Holy Spirit is illumining the mind of all sincere Bible readers, why then would
there be so many different and conflicting conclusions to that reading and study,
which result in so many denominations and doctrines and disunity in
Christendom? Holy Spirit would not give different messages and conclusions to
all the groups claiming to represent God’s ministry on earth.
THE QUESTION: Do these Scriptures refer to the promises to the APOSTLES of
Jesus or to all believers of all ages? ______________ . While most of these
passages do apply specifically to the apostles of Jesus, it appears there may be
some specifics which apply to all believers. (As in 1st Cor. 2 or 1st John 2)
The root of the concept of illumination is the Augustinian/Calvinistic doctrine of
TOTAL DEPRAVITY—that the human is so deprave that the human mind cannot
grasp spiritual things until first awakened by the Spirit. This led to the notion that
the Bible cannot be known or understood through normal, cognitive processes.
How does a Christian gain an understanding of God’s Word? How does
Holy Spirit help with our study of the Bible?
1. He reveals NO new, additional messages.
2. No conclusion about a Scripture may contradict or conflict with any
message or part of the Bible. The Holy Spirit will not contradict Himself.
3. He can assist in comparing Scripture with Scripture. (A sound question to
ask is: Is this all the Bible has to say on this subject?)
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4. He promotes a regard and respect for the authority of Christ as the Living
Word, the Incarnate Word, as the Inscribed Word is studied.
5. He helps clear the mind of cluttering, distractions and assist us in focusing
on the content of the message.
6. Since Holy Spirit can and does bring the Word to bear on the world as
Jesus promised in John 16:8-11, can He not bring the same Word to bear
on the mind and heart of the believer?
7. Yet this is NOT a SUPERNATURAL / MIRACULOUS ACT, whereby the
Spirit is performing a “first work of grace” on the mind of a person so they
are capable of understanding the Word. God’s Word can be understood
by a seeking soul.
8. God promises to give spiritual wisdom in answer to the prayers of a
believer. (see James 1:5-8) Surely wisdom in “rightly handling or dividing
the Word” (2nd Tim.2:15), would be something God gladly help with.
9. The person with Holy Spirit dwelling within the mind/heart is assisted to
spiritually discern /appraise/ or examine the truths that are read or heard.
(See 1st Cor.2:14-15)
Jack Cottrell lists: THREE REASONS TO REFUTE ILLUMINATION (As
Calvinists propose it)
1. There are differing views by those who claim to have this illumination
when commenting on the same passage.
2. Views often change by those claiming to have received illumination.
3. This promise of this passage in 1st Cor. 2:6-13 is not valid exegetically—
the promises apply to the apostles and prophets.
What about 1st John 2:20 and 27?
Some say that this “anointing is not Holy Spirit, but rather the Word itself. Their
idea is based on a fear that to allow this Scripture to refer to the ministry of Holy
Spirit in the believer, it is likely to make the Bible is unnecessary.
1. The passage is a detailed explanation for Christians as to how God has
equipped His people to stand against the claims of those denying the
person and ministry of Jesus. (Called anti-Christs). Their claims are
against both the Word of God AND the indwelling presence of Christ in the
person of His Spirit.
2. The one who gives the “anointing” is the Holy One. Acts 2 says that Jesus
is the giver and sender of Holy Spirit to His people. (In Acts 2:33,
specifically of “baptism of Holy Spirit on the apostles) In John 14 and 15, it
is said that “the Father sends the Spirit, and also the Son sends the Spirit,
indicating the oneness and total harmony and joint efforts of the Godhead
in providing His power for His church.
3. The “anointing” abides in us. It is true, Holy Spirit is the indweller. Yet
keep in mind—so is the Word! And of course the Word is resultant of
God’s Spirit’s ministry.
a. 1st Jn. 2:14, 24
b. 2nd Jn. 2
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c. Jn. 5:38
d. Jn. 15:7
e. Col. 3:16
4. The “anointing” is true, and not a lie! This anointing is associated and
inherently connected with truth. (Remember Holy Spirit is called “Spirit of
truth” by Jesus Himself—Jn. 15:26)
5. Alfred Barnes states that this passage does NOT mean:
a. “That Christians are literally instructed by Holy Spirit in all things, or
that they literally understand all subjects…
b. It is not meant that any new faculties of mind are conferred upon
them , or any increased intellectual endowments by their religion…
or that they have any mental traits which they had not before their
conversion.
c. It is not meant that any NEW truth is revealed to the mind by the
Holy Spirit. All the truth that is brought before the mind of the
Christian is to be found in the Word of God, and “revelation” as
such, was completed when the Bible was finished.
d. It is not meant that anything is perceived by Christians which they
had not the natural faculty for perceiving before their conversion, or
which other people have not also the natural faculty for perceiving.
e. But this passage does imply:
i. That the minds of Christians are so enlightened that they
have a new perception of the truth. They (we) see it in a light
in which they did not before. …
ii. They see it to be true; that is, they see it in such a light that
they cannot doubt that it is true.
iii. Their knowledge of the truth is enlarged, having become
acquainted with more truths… [which the mind is capable of
grasping- mine]
6. Restoration scholar, Clinton Gill states: “Those who hold fast the message
which they heard before the rise of the anti-Christs still have the anointing
of the Holy Spirit… If this real presence of Holy Spirit is kept in mind, it is
the ‘earnest of our inheritance’ (Eph.1:14), it is the down payment. In
receiving this anointing we have already received the first installment of
eternal life which God has promised. With this in mind, it become
extremely difficult to reject the promise itself. So the anointing become a
point of appeal by John for his readers to hold fast to the truth that Jesus
is the Christ… Awareness of the presence of God’s Spirit makes the
denial of Christ less likely.” (College Press BST, First John, pg.56-67)
GOD’S SPIRIT DOES HELP US UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE!
1. He does so through special providential intervention in answer to our
prayers.
a. Ephesians 1:17-18
b. Philippians 1:9-10
c. Colossians 1:9
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d. Psalms 119:18
2. God does grant the gift of heavenly wisdom—James 1:5
3. God does help us through insightful teachers. (But remember that if they
are not the historical apostles and prophets of Jesus in the Bible, however
gifted and popular a speaker or author today may be, they are not
infallible) Contemporary authors and speakers’ conclusions and
judgments on a passage may or may not be Biblically correct.
a. Acts 8:30-31
b. 1st Cor. 12:28
c. Eph. 4:11
d. He. 5:11-6:3
4. Holy Spirit works through the Word to help us spot false teaching, to have
strength and motivation to resist false teaching, and to assure us that the
Word of truth is truly true and hold faithfully to faith in Jesus Christ! (1st
John 2)
J. I. Packer said, “When we hear or read Scripture, that which impinges on our
mind (whether we realize it or not) is the speech of God Himself.”
Since the Bible is INSPIRED by the HOLY SPIRIT, it is
• INFALLIBLE• INERRANT• RELEVANT• ABSOLUTE• AUTHORITATIVE
“The apostolic message is the compilation of the Holy Spirit. It was provided by
the Spirit, protected by the Spirit, and perpetuated by the Spirit, always through
employment of human agency.”6
“The activity of God commonly called the inspiration of the Scripture was a Divine
influence exerted by the Holy Spirit upon the mind and the will of chosen scribes
whereby their writings were endowed with Divine trustworthiness.”7
It is important to note and remember that in Holy Spirit’s ministry as it pertains to
the Word of Scripture, (which He inspired), that He works presently more to
influence the will of man than the mind of man, to prompt and urge us to live up
to our best knowledge of the will of God.

6

Ketcherside, W. Carl. “Revelation and Illumination” The Hartford Forum: The Holy Spirit in Our
Lives Today. St. Louis: Mission Messenger, 1966. p. 97.
7
Boatman, Russell. What The Bible Says About The Holy Spirit. Joplin: College Press, 1989. p.296.
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HOLY SPIRIT—HE REGENERATES SINNERS
"CONVERSION" means a turning again. Involves a change of ______, _______,
___________, ____________ and _______________.
THE QUESTION AT HAND-- How are men influenced and moved to believe and
obey the Christ of the Gospel and what does Holy Spirit do within man at the
event of baptism?
A FIRST CONSIDERATION--THE MAKE UP OF MAN
A. Two different views on the nature of man. Trichotomy--Dichotomy.
1. Dichotomy- man is two entities by nature.
BODY (soma) and SPIRIT or SOUL (outer man and inner
man)
a. Scriptures which favor this view: 2nd Cor.4:16; James
2:26; Matthew 10:28; 26:41; 1st Cor.2:11; 7:34; John 19:30
Acts 7:59
2. Trichotomy-man is three entities by nature. BODY (soma) (16
chemical elements) SOUL (psyche-animation or life animation)
and SPIRIT (pneuma) (distinctive-like, in image of God) instinct,
reason, senses, will, passions, affection, conscience
a. Scriptures which favor this view: I Thessalonians 5:23;
Hebrews 4:12
Either way, conversion affects the _____________ man, beginning with
the inner man and ultimately affecting the outer man!
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN MAN SINS
A. Man's spirit becomes powerless to function in directing human life
according to God's original intention and reflecting the heart of God.
1. Becomes a ____________ to sin. Romans 6:16-20; 7:9-14.
2. Spiritually _______. (inner man) Ephesians 2:1 The spirit needs
rebirth. Man is condemned and doomed. (Remember, death means
separation.) Innocence is lost!
B. Description of the Spiritually Dead.
1. Sensual Jude 18-19, I Cor. 2:14
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2. Carnal I Cor.3:1 Romans 8:6-7
3. Fleshly- Earthy Romans 8:5-10
4. NOTE: Once a person's spirit dies, he is given over to be
___________by the instincts and desires of the body. Man is by his
own doing reduced to pure animal instincts, self-satisfying, selfgratifying. Man becomes the slave to sin, bound to its law --SIN
BRINGS DEATH.
C. Man's Great Need --TO HAVE HIS SPIRIT ________________ FROM
DEATH or deadness. John 3:1-8; Titus 3:5
HOW REGENERATION TAKES PLACE.
A. God's Spirit does not invade a person's privacy, but enters only where
He is made welcome. God does NOT force _____________________!
B. Holy Spirit becomes the active co-agent of God in planting the seed
(word) in the human spirit, (inner man, heart). When a person chooses to
believe the truths about Jesus Christ, the process towards a new birth
begins. (For a spiritual harvest to take place, there must be a ______, a
_______, (Rom. 10:14 (Ac.8:) a _______. Hence the Word, the Spirit and
the witness/preacher, and the heart)
As our Savior was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (see Lk.1:35) so Holy
Spirit brings about this ___________ seed-planting deep within the heart.
James 1:18
1st Peter 1:23
John 1:12-13
Luke 8:5,11 & 15
1st Corinthians 4:15
C. Note the _____________ work of the Holy Spirit during this time. John
16:8-9 "reproves" or convinces or convicts the sinner of: sin--(guilt &
need); righteousness-(source) judgment (motivation) (More in Lesson
7) Man responds with repentance (a change of mind). This is man’s
choice out of his free will response to the seed (gospel facts) But even at
this point, man is NOT reborn yet. It is “not turning over a new leaf”, not
moral reform, not determination to do better. The sinner must be
__________ ______________.
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D. For a person to be converted and born again, every part of the human
spirit must be changed.
______________ must accept the truths of gospel;
_____________ must be motivated to decide about discipleship;
_____________ must be responsive to love of God, and
____________________ must be cleansed and sanctified.
THE NEW BIRTH
The seed has been planted by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the gospel
through the ear-gate or eye-gate and those truths are brought to bear on the
mind in a convincing way. Upon belief (acceptance of the truths/facts), this
“______________” (Jms.1:21) takes place and 'the word begins to take root’. He
continues this holy influence until the person chooses and wills to be born again
(the act of repentance) , or until the person declines and refuses the call of God.
It is NOT until the new birth occurs, that there is the DELIVERY or BIRTH day of
the new person in Christ. There is no awakening of the dead spirit until then, only
a process of conviction and movement toward that new birth. That new birth
happens at ____________. At baptism, the dead becomes alive, and the
“damage sin inflicted on the soul is repaired”. (Cottrell)
A. 1st Corinthians 12:13 Holy Spirit is the __________ to lead us to our
baptism, birthplace.
B. John 3:3-6 Born of water and Spirit. (Water has always been the
symbol of purification or making clean, and Holy Spirit is the life giving
power to resurrect the dead human spirit which is responding to .the
gospel by faith. (Born of water has never been Jewish term for physical
birth. That term is “born of the flesh”) Regeneration is the ___________
change of the heart, which in turn affects the whole life.
C. Titus 3:5 "washing of regeneration"- there's the water. "renewing of
Holy Spirit"- there's the Spirit. Our spirit is regenerated and recreated as
our bodies washed. The terms “bath of regeneration and renewal” are
___________ acts of Holy Spirit working within the soul of man.
E. Ephesians 5:26 "washing of water by the Word" (See NLT “washed
by baptism and God’s Word” )
F. Romans 8:10- the physical body still subject to death, but the spirit is
alive because the righteousness of Jesus has been imputed to it. Holy
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Spirit applies the “saving benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection to the
sinner.” (Cottrell) As such, He is the “Spirit of life” (see Rom. 8:2)
G. Resurrection of the spirit (inner man) and forgiveness of sins are
______ ___________ as part of God’s work internally in us at one’s
baptism, which is man’s faith in __________ work. (Colossians 2:12-13)
THE BENEFITS OF CONVERSION
A. Spirits are made alive. Romans 6:4-5; Eph. 2:5-7
B. Spirits are freed from law of sin and death. Romans 6:7-11,18, 22; 8:2
C. Holy Spirit takes ________ within us as God's personal presence. Acts
2:38, 5:32; Romans 5:5; 8:11; 1st Corinthians 3:16 (More in Lesson 4)
D. Conscience is _________ and __________. I Peter.3:18-21; Hebrews
9:14, 10:2 & 22. (The appeal to God for a clean conscience)
E. Sins that resulted in death of spirit from first are forgiven and person is
justified (_______ not guilty) and sanctified (____ ________). See 1st
Corinthians 6:11; Acts 2:38
A FINAL WARNING-- GENESIS 6:3
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HOLY SPIRIT—HE INDWELLS THE BELIEVER
Holy Spirit is a person, a Divine Person, not an “IT” or an impersonal force. It is
not uncommon to hear Christians refer to Holy Spirit as “it”. But He is God, and it
would not be appropriate to refer to God as “it”. It is no more appropriate to refer
to Holy Spirit as “it” than it is to refer to Jesus or Jehovah.
John 14:15-18
The disciples have begun to sorrow at the words of Jesus about His leaving
them. But He comforts them with the words that He will not leave them as
orphans (v.18) Our English word “orphan” comes from the original word Jesus
used… “orphanos”. Jesus promised He would not leave the disciples alone…
HE would come to them.
Now the Spirit is the Spirit of ___________ (v.17) but He is NOT the Bible.
This is a fairly common view today held by many people. Yet the Comforter or
Counselor promised by Jesus is a PERSON and DIVINE!
Jesus makes it clear that the world ( I.e. the unsaved) cannot receive Holy
Spirit because the unsaved cannot see or know Him. The Counselor’s presence
is limited to those who are in Christ. Without Christ, Holy Spirit’s work would be
meaningless, because His work is centered in the redemptive work of Jesus.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN BY INDWELLER?
Holy Spirit is the 2nd Comforter or Counselor. Jesus is the first and Holy Spirit is
the second. What is the difference between them as Comforters? The secret is
found in our understanding of the word translated in v.16 as “abide” (KJV) or “to
be with you” (NIV) Both Jesus and Holy Spirit are said in Scripture to have
“DWELT” or make their abode (abide) with us. However there are two different
Greek words which speak of this abiding with us.
•

•

•

Jn.1:14– dwelt (skene) “_______________________”, or to tabernacle.
The tabernacle or tent is the physical body. Jesus is said to have dwelt
among us in His own physical body or the Word of God “incarnate” or in
His own flesh/_________.
Jn.14:16– Holy Spirit dwells or abides with us. (meno) “_____________
_______________________” Holy Spirit does not bring His own tent or
body… but He does lodge within the body or “tent” of the Christian. (See 1
Corinthians 3:16 & 6:19)
So Holy Spirit of God comes TO BELIEVERS/CHRISTIANS after Jesus
ascended back to heaven. He does not come to live in His own physical
body; rather He comes to _____________ in the life of the new-born
Christian. He lives within the believer and can do so, since He is a spiritbeing, not a spirit/physical being.
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WHAT DOES THE WORD COMFORTER/COUNSELOR/HELPER MEAN?
To really understand and appreciate the PERSON of Holy Spirit, it is necessary
for us to understand the term used for Comforter or Counselor or Helper.
The original Greek word translated “Counselor” or “Comforter” is parakletos.
It is transliterated… the Paraklete. The term parakletos is a very meaningful word
and discovering its’ original usage will help us to understand a appreciate Holy
Spirit.
1. It was applied to an individual who stood beside another to point out
________made while working a ____________ problem. So Holy Spirit, as
the presence of God stands along beside us to point our errors made in the
problems of life. He performs this ministry through the Word, written or
preached.
2. It was applied to a person who ____________ a BURDEN-BEARER. Many
times there are burdens who are difficult to manage alone. A paraklete would
come and assist a person is shouldering his load or his pack and maybe even
help support some of the weight. He didn’t take the burden away and
shoulder it for the person. He simply helped one bear and balance the
burden.
3. It was applied to an _______________ who stood alongside and pleaded
one’s case in defense. He represented the person as an advocate. This term
refers only to Jesus and Holy Spirit in the New Testament. Christ and Holy
Spirit pleads our case only on the basis of our faith in the righteousness of
Jesus.
Holy Spirit comes to indwell the body of every new Christian. He doesn’t bring
His own body. He lives in ours. And His identity is defined as “the Paraklete”, our
Comforter, Counselor and Helper.
WHEN DOES HOLY SPIRIT BECOME THE CHRISTIAN’S INDWELLER?
(A segment of this lesson is taken from the notes taught by Bro. Henry
McAdams with his permission)
If I were asked to list the most important days in all of history, to me personally,
the top 5 would be as follows: the day of Christ's birth, the day of His crucifixion,
the day of His resurrection, the day of Pentecost as described in Acts 2, and the
day of my own new birth. (McAdams)
It is the purpose of this study to look at the significance of the day of Pentecost
as described in Acts, chapter 2.
THE MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT DAY --1. A most important promise, made by Christ to His apostles, is fulfilled. He
promised that He would send ________ upon them. Luke 24:49; Acts 1:45; Acts 2:33
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2. On this day a New Testament (_____ _________) went into effect.
a. This was a purpose of the death of Christ. Heb. 9:15-17. We now
have new heirs; new benefits; new terms. In a sense -the apostles
were given power to "probate this will".
3. For the first time publicly, Christ is presented as the sacrificed and
resurrected Savior. Until this time the problem of sin was handled on a
"temporary basis" . How Christ provided forgiveness, while in the flesh,
was a _____________ measure. (See Mr. 2:10 & Lk.23:42-43, He.10:110) He, being God in flesh, had the prerogative to ________ __________
to anyone He chose… the paralytic, the woman at the well, the thief on the
cross, etc. But speaking forgiveness from the lips of Jesus was only
possible while He was personally here. Now that Jesus is in heaven and
His New covenant is in effect, the ________ of __________ are detailed
in the gospel.
4. The Church is born. Three thousand believing, repentant, baptized
persons were added that day. Acts 2:41 And the Lord continued to add
those being saved. -Acts 2:47 The "saved" are the "__________"
Ephesians 5:23
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THAT DAY IN VIEW OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. A major prophecy regarding the Holy Spirit is fulfilled. Joel 2:28-32; & Acts
2:16:21
a. These "last days" would embrace the __________ ______. Note
Hebrews 1:1-2
b. A critical question: Is all of this prophecy fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost? Or only part? If only apart -what part? Peter did not say
that this is a part of what Joel prophesied. -He did say, "this is that"
Joel said would occur.
2. The power that Jesus promised to His apostles is revealed to be the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. (compare Luke 24:29 with Acts 1:4-5 and 2:33)
a. This baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred again in Acts 10:34-48, In
reporting the events of Acts 10- Peter referred to it in that manner
Acts 11:1-18.
b. The events recorded in Acts 2 & 10 are the _____ _______
situations definitely identified as being "baptized with the Holy
Spirit" although it is called there an “outpouring”… (note v.45)
c. The sound of the wind and the tongues of fire? Might this have
caused the Jews to associate this event with Moses and Elijah (the
Law and the Prophets)? Exodus 31-4; I Kings 19:11-13; and
Matthew 11:1-6 (Supernatural events happened in Biblical history
at the dawning of a new era… the giving of the law, the age of the
prophets, and here… the giving of the New Testament.
d. The tongues (languages) were ____________. Acts 2:4-5. It was
not gibberish. The term “unknown” tongue in the KJV was inserted
by a scribe at a much later time. They spoke known languages. The
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people there even said, “We hear them telling in our own tongues
the mighty works of God.” The miracle was on the lips of the
apostles, not on the ears of the hearers.
e. In Acts 10:46 it was known that they (Cornelius & his household)
were praising God in these languages. The languages were
understood. The possibility must be considered -that in both
instances where the baptism of the Holy Spirit was experienced,
those baptized, at that time, were not Christians. Cornelius had not
yet been baptized for the remission of sins. Acts 10:48
3. From the Pentecost experience we learn that the Holy Spirit is a ______ to
all believers who are repentant and baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:38 .
a. The baptism commanded in Acts 2:38 is not to be confused with
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The baptism people desire when they
hear Jesus preached is a baptism in water. Acts 8:35-36 . In Acts 2
the power (baptism of the Holy Spirit) had come upon the apostles
before anyone was commanded to be baptized for forgiveness of
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. - -In Acts 10 Cornelius received
the baptism of the Holy Spirit before he was commanded to be
baptized In water.
b. The Holy Spirit is not given to believers as an indweller until they
have been baptized in the name of Jesus. Acts 2:38 & Acts 19:1-5
c. In Acts 19:6 Paul laid his hand on about 12 men. They spoke with
languages (tongues) and prophesied. This does not mean that they
had not received the gift of the Holy Spirit when they were baptized
in the name of Jesus. It does mean that the Holy Spirit produced
manifestations following the laying on of the apostles hands. NOTE
Acts 8:14-11
4. It is critical that we note this: it was not the powerful supernatural
manifestations of the Holy Spirit that produced conversion. (There is a
difference between the Spirit coming on an apostle or supernatural
empowerment given through the laying on of the apostle’s hands AND the
indwelling person of Holy Spirit into the inner life of the baptized as the
presence of the Living Jesus) It was the sharing of and obeying the Word
of the gospel which gave and gives the ___________ for _________
sinners, acting in ________ to receive the Spirit of God as His gift. Acts 2The baptism of the Holy Spirit caused the observers to be amazed. vs.1.
But Peter's quotation of Scripture (from the O.T.) and his preaching about
the cross and resurrection of Jesus caused them to ask what they must
do. (That is evidence of Holy Spirit’s convicting work. (See John 16:8-11)
Acts. 2:14-21; 25-28; 34 &31
a. Cornelius was told to send for Peter who would have "words" or a
message whereby he and his household would be saved. Acts
11:14
b. The divine work that happens in baptism, takes place only on the
“preconditions of faith and repentance.” (Cottrell)
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THE GIFT OF HOLY SPIRIT MEANS THAT HE IS THE GIFT!
1- His immediate presence is received at the event of the sinner’s
______________. Holy Spirit is placed within us at our baptism. So much is
going on in this moment:
a) He is _________ the believing sinner to this place of baptism1Cor.12:13
b) He is ____________ the dead spirit within the sinner- John 3:5 (The
construction of the words of Jesus literally are: “from water and Spirit
to enter the kingdom of God.” (two aspects of a single event)
c) He is _____________ God’s work of regeneration- Colossians 2:1213, Romans 8:11 (He is the agent of regeneration!)
d) He is _____________ the inner man at a mind-heart level- Titus 3:5
e) He is __________ ____ as the “Spirit of Christ”-Romans 8:9-10
1. The believer’s body becomes the “temple of Holy Spirit”—1st
Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19-20.
f) He _________ ___ ________ of sanctifying the believer toward
increasing measures of Christlikeness. (1st Peter 1:2) (More in
Lesson 9)
g) He ____________ competent ministers of the gospel. 2nd Corinthians
3:6
b. Jesus gives us His Spirit to abide in us.
a) 1st John 3:24, 27
b) 1st John 4:13
Conclusions
1- Jesus kept His promise! He always does!
2- The baptism of the Holy Spirit (power) equipped the apostles to share a
message with an audience prepared by that demonstration of power.
3- The WORD of the gospel led men to ask what to do. Holy Spirit convicted
their hearts of their sin and need of a Savior. A message was given that they
might know exactly what they must do to be saved.
4- Those who believed and obeyed were promised the removal of sin and the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
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HOLY SPIRIT—HE SEALS NEW CHRISTIANS IN
SALVATION
Ephesians 1:3-14
2nd Corinthians 1:22
In the Ephesians passage, we have recorded the particular and specific
ministries of our Father, Son and Holy Spirit, how they relate to one another in
the complete plan of God in so far as salvation goes. To begin to see Holy
Spirit’s purpose(s), we must view His ministry in light of all God’s plan for
redeeming man.
• v.3-4—The Ministry of the Father… ____________ & _____________ us.
• v.7-12—The Ministry of the Son… ___________ & ____________ us by
______________ and ___________________.
• v.13-14—The Ministry of Holy Spirit… ______________ us.
The great plan of redemption is by God’s design and is accomplished according
to God’s ________________. (v.9-10)
Fulfilled in the “fullness of times”—Note: Galatians 4:4-5… “But when the
fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born
under the Law, so that He might redeem those under the Law, that
we might receive adoption as sons.”
The Christian can be confident that each one upon arriving in heaven shall
fully realize and receive the promised inheritance which is incorruptible and
which will never fade away, (1 Peter 1:4). One aspect of assurance that these
promises are true and will be realized is in the giving of God’s Spirit to each
individual Christian the hour the new birth occurs.

Note the significant truths of Ephesians 1:13
1. Christians are “____________ in Christ”—Salvation is found for all those
who are “IN Christ”. We come into Him when we are “baptized into
Christ”… (See Romans 6:3 and Galatians 3:27)
2. Christians have ______________ the Word of truth. It is the seed
implanted in the fertile soil of the human heart which brings forth the fruit
of __________________. (See James 1:21)
3. Christians have responded to the “gospel of salvation” by ____________.
4. Christians are ___________ with a seal, “the promised Holy Spirit. The
concept of “marked” is that of a seal. This is God’s stamp or mark of
adoption.
This “SEAL of PROMISE” is one of the primary purposes of God’s Holy Spirit.
But there are THREE important facts about Him as God’s seal of promise.

THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SEAL OF PROMISE
“which is the earnest of our inheritance” (KJV) or “the deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance…” (NIV)
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A. What is the “earnest”? The earnest is the _____________ of a
______________. It can be in any form, earnest money, an earnest
pledge, or anything of value which substantiates a contract or
covenant. It is said that in Bible times, the seal (sphragis) was that of
“an image carved in relief on a small object such as a stone that could
be mounted in a signet ring. And the act of sealing was pressing that
image into soft clay or wax attached to the document or object to be
sealed.” (Cottrell.p.350)
1) It could serve as a “legal barrier” to tampering with the
document or making _______________ ______________.
2) It could serve as a mark of _________________ that
guaranteed authenticity, like a notary’s seal.
3) It could serve as a mark of ______________, as an engraved
I.D. on an object, or a brand on cattle.
B. How does Holy Spirit prove to be an earnest or pledge? (2nd
Corinthians 1:22; 2nd Corinthians 5:5, and Ephesians 1:14)
1) First, God gives Holy Spirit to every new Christian at the new
birth to GUARANTEE His ______________ in carrying out His
part of the terms of the covenant. In this sense, He is God’s
pledge that all that has been promised to the Christian will
certainly become a ______________. The pledge (arrabon)
which was a commercial term referred to an amount given to
serve as a ________ ____________ or __________, with the
full amount to be given later.
2) Secondly, Holy Spirit becomes a personal living presence of
God in the life of the believer as the Heavenly One who is in
personal covenant with the Christian, and becomes Himself, as
God, the seal and guarantee that the ____________will not be
__________ by God. (Remember, God’s salvation covenant is
conditional!) God offers the covenant, pays for the covenant in
the blood of Jesus, and then offers Himself as the seal and the
pledge to the covenant which gives the Christian assurance.

THE DURATION OF THE SEAL OF PROMISE
v. 14 “until the __________________ of the purchased possession.” (KJV)
A. At the event of Calvary and our personal connection to it during our own
baptism, our natures and spirits are redeemed, cleansed and forgiven. But
even after our baptism, we still live in the same ___________ _______.
We are commanded and expected to conduct our lives differently, and to
lay aside worldly, sinful habits. Still yet it is the same physical body. Our
bodies are said to be “___________”, but are not redeemed as yet. They
will not be exchanged for a new nature until one’s physical death and/or
the coming of Jesus. At that time, we shall we changed, in a moment , in
the twinkling of an eye. So at present, our bodies are “purchased
possessions”, belonging to God.
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a) See 1 Corinthians 6:19-20— “Do you not know that your _____ is a
____________ of the Holy Spirit, who is ___ _____, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own you were ___________
with a _________. Therefore, honor God with your body.” (NIV)
B. The Holy Spirit will be our seal until the “_______________” of the
purchased possession, or the exchange of our physical body for the new
spiritual body, which doesn’t happen until we pass from this life.
1) (See also Romans 8:23)
2) Note also 1 Corinthians 15:50-58… note the use of the word inherit in
this text.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HOLY SPIRIT SEALING THE BELIEVER
Hebrews 6:4-5
A) Being a “partaker of Holy Spirit”, the Christian has ____________ of
the “powers of the age to come.” So the Holy Spirit’s presence and
assistance in the Christian’s life is a ____________ of divine glory.
a. We actually sing of this… “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, O
what a foretaste glory divine, Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.” (Fanny Crosby)
B) While we still live HERE in the earthly, physical body, the reality of
Holy Spirit taking up residence within the believer is God’s way of
guaranteeing that we shall one day have a new _______________
body in the _______________ of Jesus’ own _____________ body.
(See 1st John 3:1-3)
a. Notice the connection between the assurance and the obligation to
pursue the “_______________” life.
C) Paul adds that Holy Spirit then is a type of “______________” to our
salvation. The firstfruits was both a _____________ and a
_____________ of what is to come. (See Romans 8:23)
So a primary purpose of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is to be a Divine
seal and pledge of the covenant relationship between the Christian and God,
guaranteeing what is yet to come. He stays in this role, indwelling the Christian
as long as we are in this life, residing in this body.
This also urges upon the Christian the obligation to avoid sinning against Holy
Spirit, grieving Holy Spirit, or putting out the Spirit’s flame. Doing so could mean
forfeiting both the assurance and guarantee as well as the reality of God’s
covenant promises.
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HOLY SPIRIT—HE PROMOTES TRUE WORSHIP
John 7:37-38
The streams of living water flowing from within are Jesus’ words to
describe the flow of His Spirit’s presence in the life of the believer. (Notice: This
was not going to take place until Jesus was glorified.)
Philippians 3:3 “… who worship God in the Spirit”
• Those who worship are the “true circumcision” Rom. 2:28-29; 4:11-13, 16;
Ga. 3:26-27
• These worshipers glory in Christ.
___________________________________________
• These worshipers put no confidence in the flesh/the earthy side of life.
_______________________________
• The Holy Spirit of God becomes the agent through which worship is
offered.
John 4:19-24- Worshipping in Spirit is essential because of the very __________
of God. “God is Spirit”. For worship to acceptable and meaningful, and since
we are addressing a Spirit-being, we must have an intercessor or go-between to
transfer expressions of worship from the natural realm to the spiritual realm.
Given that Holy Spirit is residing (indwelling) in the believer, we have heavenly
help in the offering of spiritual worship. Worship is a spiritual activity.
• What does it mean to worship “in Spirit”?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
• What does it mean to worship “in truth”?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
• Some say this refers to merely the _______ of the worshiper, thus
referring to the “spirit” of the man involved in offering worship. “Man needs
to be in the right frame of mind”, is what many suggest. Yet Romans 8:16
teaches that when we become Christians, the Holy Spirit, God’s personal
indweller, works in and through the newly reborn or renewed spirit of man.
• While many may attend the worship ___________ of the church, it is
possible, maybe likely that all do not really worship. People may be there
in __________, but not offer ______________ worship to the Lord.
People can be ______________ instead of _______________. They may
go through the _____________ of worship, but not offer genuine
expressions from the heart through the Spirit to honor God. This is a false
form of worship condemned in the Bible:
o Amos 5:21-24
____________________________________________________
o Hosea 6:6
____________________________________________________
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1st Samuel 15:22
____________________________________________________
o Psalms 40:5-8
_____________________________________________________
o Isaiah 1:11-15
_____________________________________________________
o Micah 6:6-8
_____________________________________________________
o Mark 12:28-34
____________________________________________________
There must be a ______________ of “in truth” and “in spirit”. It is without
question that worship is unacceptable even if the ___________ is correct
but the spirit is not ________________.
o

•

When we approach God in worship, whether _____________ or ___________,
we should begin thinking,
 What can I offer to God?
 How can I express my gratitude?
 How can I best honor His Son?
 And What should I ask His Spirit to relay to God in the ways of both requests
and praises?”
The focus of worship must be on the __________. What will be pleasing to the
Lord? NOT SO MUCH, What is pleasing to __________?
The Spirit is the one who knows the mind of both God and the man He is
indwelling. He is the perfect intercessor.
What Are The Elements of Worship That He Assists In?
• SINGING
o Ephesians 5:19
_____________________________________________________
o Colossians 3:16-17
_____________________________________________________
o Hebrews 13:15
_____________________________________________________
• READING THE WORD
o Ephesians 6:17
_____________________________________________________
o 2 Timothy 3:15-17
_____________________________________________________
• COMMUNING WITH CHRIST
o 1st Corinthians 10:14-22
_____________________________________________________
o 1st Corinthians 11:23-32
_____________________________________________________
• THANKS & LOVE OFFERING-GIVING
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•

•

•

o 1st Peter 2:5
_____________________________________________________
o Ephesians 5:20
_____________________________________________________
o Hebrews 9:14
_____________________________________________________
o Hebrews 13:16
____________________________________________________
TEACHING-PREACHING
o 1st Corinthians 2:13
____________________________________________________
o 1st Timothy 4:1
____________________________________________________
o 2nd Peter 1:20-21
____________________________________________________
o 1st John 2:20,27
____________________________________________________
o Revelation 2: & 3:
PRAYER
o Romans 8:26
_____________________________________________________
o Jude 20-21
_____________________________________________________
INVITATION
o Revelation 22:17
_____________________________________________________

The fact that the Holy Spirit assists us in our worship so that it is not just a
____________l, or going through the _____________ mindlessly, does not
mean that our worship is __________ or unintelligible. It is in a realm with our
understanding and perception. (SEE 1st Corinthians 14:15-17). Even when the
supernatural gifts were present and in use, it was still necessary that personal
understanding and comprehension prevailed. Otherwise, how would any blessing
be derived. (In stark contrast to the embellished emotionalism passed off as
“spiritual gifts” today.)
God’s Spirit is IN us to help us in our worship. We can ask God to have Him aid
us in making our worship times ________ and ____________to the Father and
Jesus. He can take the genuine, Biblical heartfelt expressions of worship and
translate them, convey them and relay them to heaven’s very throne room.
HOW DO I EVALUATE EFFECTIVE, SPIRITUAL WORSHIP?
• Does it glorify God?
• Is it according to truth?
• Is it from my heart?
• Is it Christ-Centered?
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HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM
John 16: 5-11
The thrust of these lessons has to do with the Spirit’s help to the believer, the
person who already is part of the family of faith by his/her obedience to the
gospel. And for the most part, our emphasis is on the inner help Holy Spirit
provides by encouraging Christlikeness, promoting sanctification, assisting in
resisting temptation, and understanding and applying the Word.
However, one would be amiss not to consider how Holy Spirit helps the believer
in being a “__________” to the lost, unsaved people of this world. This is one
aspect of the Spirit’s help that is focused _______________ on the gospel work
of Christians in the ______________.
We know the mission… the _____________ is the ___________. There are two
essential components—___________ _____________ (preaching, teaching,
witnessing, proclaiming, baptizing) and _____________ (teaching the disciples to
obey all that is commanded). Making disciples and building up the saved… that
is evangelism.
Proverbs 24:11 urges us all… “Rescue those being led away to death; hold back
those staggering toward slaughter.”
How is the church doing in evangelism? (An update from some statistics)
How are we doing? How’s our focus? Dr. Joe Ellis taught us to ask two
questions when evaluating the ministry of the church—What is our business?
And How’s business? In some places, the church is doing great and we
celebrate that! But overall, in the big picture—WE _________ __________!
God does not call His church to do what He does not enable and empower us to
do.
God has supplied all we need to accomplish His mission!
• We have a ____________!
• We have His Saving ____________!—It’s called ________________!
• We have His Saving ______________!—It is the ________________!
• We have His Saving ___________—He is called _________ _________!
Now I want to tell you… Holy Spirit is the living presence of God and Christ and
HE is vitally interested in the evangelization of the world. A closer examination of
John 14-15-16 shows that He is present here on earth to:
1. To help Christians in _________and ______________ (14:16 & 16:7)
2. Testify of ____________ (15:26)
3. Guide the apostles into all __________________ (16:13)
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4. _________________ Jesus (16:14)
Now mark this down… Holy Spirit wants desperately to see sinners come to
Jesus and salvation! And a significant part of His role is that of engaging WITH
US in the work of evangelism.
However, our efforts are often anemic because we are trying to win the world
with human ingenuity and human strategy—artificial replacements/substitutions
for God’s method and power. We see today more “marketing” and
“commercialism” at work in this area that true gospel power.
Now the Holy Spirit’s part in evangelism has not been agreed upon historically in
our brotherhood !
• Alexander Campbell stressed the influence of the rational reception of the
Word alone converts the soul. Many like him were heavily influenced by
John Locke who taught that true knowledge can only be gained through the
five senses—“reason must be our last judge and guide in everything.”
Robert Richardson, as close as he was to Campbell, called this “dirt
philosophy.” Out of this, many held that the Spirit of God worked exclusively
in the setting of the pages of Scripture. It was referred to the “Word-alone”
theory. Campbell’s view was capsulized by the statement, “The Bible
contains all the arguments which can be offered to reconcile man to God,
and to purify them who are reconciled, therefore, all the power of the Holy
Spirit which can operate on the human mind is spent.”
• Stone, clinging to much of the influence of the views of reformed doctrine and
the experiences of frontier religious experiences stressed the role of the
Spirit. He asked, “Will all the arguments found in the Bible ever subject the
carnal mind to the mind and will of God? The carnal mind is not subject to the
law of God, and neither can it be. Nothing less than the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus can do this work; this is to be born of the Spirit.” Many went from this
to the extreme of “Spirit only” influence in conversion, much akin to the
Calvinistic influences from whence it came.
Word alone? Spirit alone? That debate has continued through the decades since.
 Obviously, the world is not being won to Christ at a very rapid pace.
 Obviously, Christians need to be engaged in this ministry of world
evangelism.
 Obviously, we cannot depend on human ingenuity to get the job
done.
 Obviously, we need divine help to more effective in reaching people
for Christ.

1- The PERSON of the Holy Spirit is Engaged in the Work of
Evangelism.
NOTE: vr. 8… And _______, WHEN _________ COMES…
Now truly the Spirit of God inspired the authors of Scripture. This
Book of Scripture is authoritative, reliable, relevant, inerrant ONLY
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because of the direct working of the Spirit of God upon it. It is truly and
fully the INSPIRED Book of God. It is a HOLY Bible, because it is of the
HOLY Spirit.
However, when Jesus makes this promise, He does not say
_____________ will do this specific work… He says the Spirit, the
PERSON of the Holy Spirit, the Divine presence sent from heaven.
And what a dynamic influence there has been since the Day of
Pentecost, Jerusalem, 30 AD came upon first the apostles and
His ministry unleashed upon the sinners of this world as the gospel is
proclaimed. He can get to a depth of the human soul that we
never can.

2- The Spirit is Directly Engaged in this work ON THE WORLD! (v.8)
He will convict the ____________. The target is the world. The aim of this
particular aspect of His energy is upon unsaved sinners in the
world.
Now while it is true, He Himself becomes the birthday gift from the
Father when one is baptized into Christ, yet the Holy Spirit as God’s
gift is not to be confused with His influence in guiding and nudging
the sinner along the path to belief and repentance and baptism.

3- The Spirit’s Work on Sinners is CONVICTING! (v.8)
Convicting means (actively serving as a prosecuting attorney) bringing the
_________ to _______ on the sinner. Some translate it more passively as
convincing (NIV) which really depends on the response of the free
will of the sinner.
The work of convicting (elengcho) means to _________ or bring to _____.
It is a “bringing to bear” upon the soul of a man regarding his real
condition and plight outside of Christ and His need for God’s grace.
When Stephen preached his powerful Sanhedrin sermon, he
concluded it by accusing those Jewish leaders of “always resisting
the Holy Spirit” because the Spirit was bringing the message to
bear on their guilty souls.
Now there are 3 AREAS that the Spirit convicts the world:
• __________________—
• _________________________—
• ____________________________—
Since there is no doubt that Holy Spirit works at least and primarily
through the Word He inspired, the call today is for Christians taking the
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work of evangelism seriously NEED TO GET ON THE SAME PAGE WITH
HIM!

4- CHRISTIANS WOULD DO WELL TO PARTNER WITH HOLY
SPIRIT TO ACCOMPLISH THE MISSION!
Let’s get on His side. Let’s work on His team. We have established
the facts—we need help, and there’s no help more suited than His
help.
Are we abandoning the Word? ABSOLUTELY NOT! Quite the
contrary! Since Holy Spirit works powerfully through the Word and
alongside the Word, let’s use the WORD __________ in tandem with
HIM!
It’s a simple strategy actually—if He’s in the business to convict the
world of SIN, RIGHTEOUSNESS, and JUDGMENT TO COME, then in
our evangelizing, let’s get to some key Scriptures early on that
specifically speak to SIN, RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUDGMENT TO
COME.
Let’s first of all underscore the truth that ________ IS THE CENTRAL
TRUTH in each of these considerations! —He says:
• V.9—Of sin because they don’t believe in __________.
• V.10—Concerning righteousness because _____ is ascending back to
heaven.
• V.11—Of judgment because ______ has brought judgment on the
devil Himself.
You see, the heart of this convicting work is _______-CENTERED! (Just
like Jesus said the Spirit would be) This is not a Spirit-movement, this is
not a church of the Spirit, it is not a glorify-the-Spirit call—it is a CHRISTCENTERED, GOSPEL TRUTH MESSAGE! IT IS ABOUT JESUS!
So when we are evangelizing here’s some Scriptures you’ll want to
include to cooperate with the Spirit of God to CONVICT that person of the
need to believe, repent and be baptized:
•

•

OF SIN—
o Romans 3:23—“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.
o Romans 3:9—“We have already charged that Jews and
Greeks alike are ALL UNDER SIN”.
o Romans 3:10—“There is none righteous, no not one.” Now
how many is that?
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS—
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•

o 2nd Corinthians 5:21—“For He has made Him who knew no
sin to become sin for us, that we might be made the
RIGHTOUSNESS OF GOD in Him.”
o Hebrews 4:15—“… one who was tempted in all points as we
are, yet WITHOUT SIN.”
o Titus 3:5—“Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but by His mercy He saved us by the washing of
regeneration and renewing BY the Holy Spirit.”
OF JUDGMENT—
o Romans 14:10,12—“ For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ… So then each one of us will given
an account of Himself to God.”
o 2nd Corinthians 5:10—“For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ to give an account for the deeds
done in this body, whether good or bad.”
o Revelation 20:12—“And I saw the dead, great and small
standing before the throne, and books were opened, and
another book was opened which is the book of life and the
dead were judged from the things written in those books.”

I want to tell you that when the Christian prayerfully and respectfully shares these
kinds of Scriptures with an unbeliever, it simply throws open the door for the Holy
Spirit to bring these truths to bear on the _______ and _______ of the _______.
And if the sinner is convinced by the convicting influence of God’s Spirit through
the Word, it opens the way for belief and repentance and baptism. And let’s not
discount the fact that Holy Spirit can providentially guide and influence the whole
process as well, bringing a preacher/witness together with a searching, openhearted sinner at just the right time and place like He did with Philip and the
Ethiopian in Acts 8.
Why try to do it alone when we have Divine help? Why just invite someone to
church when you can invite them to Christ? Why witness to them about your
preacher or programs when you can tell them of the _________ and the ______
of salvation in Jesus?
Holy Spirit is the PARAKETE—often translated HELPER—and my do we need
His help. So let’s get partnered up with this Divine God-Person who can HELP
us get the job done!

We need help and God has offered a Divine HELPER to us!
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HOLY SPIRIT HELPS THE CHRISTIAN’S PRAYER LIFE
Romans 8:26-27
Jude 20-21
Praying is just one of several Christian “birthrights” of which we are told to
perform or practice “in the Spirit”. The principles and guidelines of “praying in the
Spirit” are such that they are applicable to many of the other “birthrights” such as
rejoicing, worshipping, walking and singing in the Spirit.
I- NOT KNOWING WHAT TO PRAY FOR AS WE SHOULD IS ONE OF THE
CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST WEAKNESSES
A. Our limited __________________ and __________ prohibits us from
seeing things from the ______________ perspective and according to the
“_____________________ view”. (Not that we don’t pray or don’t know
how to pray.) The application and point here is regarding the content, not
the manner.
1) We are often unable to analyze situations and pray intelligently about
them. Three primary areas of weakness in our prayer life:
a) Don’t know at times _________ ___ _____ _____.
b) It seems so hard for us to put it into ___________, an intelligible
________________.
c) We find it so hard to __________ for that which we
_____________ for. (cf. vv.24-25)
II. THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMPTS US TO PRAY!
A. Romans 8:15-16
1) He prompts us to _______ ____ ___________, who is _____
______________ Father.
2) “To cry” is used of a child ____________ out to His Father when in
_____________ or _______________.
3) Even Jesus prayed such prayers. (cf. Hebrews 5:7)
III. THE HOLY SERVES AS AN INTERCESSOR FOR OUR PRAYERS (v.2627)
A. He can help to _______________ prayer matters for us and assist us in
knowing better _______________ we should pray for.
1) One weakness may be that we are not even _____________ of our
_______________!
2) Primarily though, He takes the ____________ that we may make
sincerely, but nevertheless beyond God’s plan or will and
“___________” them into requests which are according to God’s
__________. (c.f. v.27) He can take our prayers and make them
harmonious with the will of God.
a. Note James 4:1-5
3) Christ is our _______________in the ________-_________ of heaven.
(c.f. Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25 & 1st John 2:1)
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a. An intercessor is one who makes an __________ to someone
on another person’s _____________.
4) He also can take the inner prayers of our ________, which we cannot
articulate or put into words, and make ___________ requests to God.
a. The groanings within our heart which are too deep for words, He
knows/reads our minds and relays the request to the Father in
an _________________ way, particularly when we trust Him
and ask Him to do that for us.
b. This is NOT a reference to tongue-speaking! It is a deep
burden that is beyond articulating in words.
5) God knows the mind of the Spirit, the Spirit knows the mind of God.
And He knows the meaning of the deep ______ and yearnings and
sighs which are within us. Our _______ are made completely
intelligible to the Lord. What we cannot get into words, Holy Spirit
makes clear prayer requests before God’s ___________.
6) God answers these inner “yearnings” because they have been placed
in a form of a request in harmony with His will. So according to His
love, knowledge, wisdom, and grace, God answers these deep soulprayers.
IV. PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT SPEAKS OF THE CHRISTIAN’S MOST INTENSE
AND GENUINE PRAYERS
A. Prayers offered “In the Spirit” are those of the ___________ and most
_________ order. They are offered from the heart and in an attitude of
genuine _________ and _____________ for God.
B. They are prayers in ____________. (See James 5:16)
C. Jesus prayed in the Garden before His trials and the cross with the
highest _____________ of earnestness. (cf. Luke 22:34)
D. This praying stands in sharp contrast to the prayers we offer
mindlessly, with repetition and phrases which long ago have lost their
meaning to us.
a. See Matthew 6:7 and 15:8. To “pray in the Holy Spirit” is to bare
our souls through the personal ministry of the Holy Spirit who is
living within us.
So even when we are not sure what to ask for, when we face the times when all
we can mutter is a deep sigh or groan, when we don’t know what is God’s will or
what is best for the kingdom, we can trust the Holy Spirit within us to make an
intelligible request to God on our behalf which is totally in harmony with God’s
will. The Spirit reads our hearts and translates our concerns in meaningful
prayer. And that is a prayer that God will answer.
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HOLY SPIRIT CAN BE SINNED AGAINST
Holy Spirit is a divine person of God. He is God. He is the Spirit of Christ.
(Rom. 8:9) Being a divine person, He partakes of the same glory, and is of the
same life-substance, totally equal to the Father and Son in power. The qualities
of His nature are the same as God:
• Eternal- Hebrews 9:14
• Omnipresent- (Everywhere) Psalms 139:7-10
• Omniscient- (All-knowing) (1st Corinthians 2:10-11; Isaiah 40:13-14)
• Omnipotent- (All-powerful) Psalms 104:30; Zechariah 4:6; Micah 3:8, Luke
1:35; Romans 15:19
His primary work is in the areas of:
• The regeneration of sinners into a new life in Christ.
• The sanctification of Christians into a resemblance or likeness of Christ.
• The comfort and assurance of Christians regarding salvation, sonship, and
heirs of God.
Because of WHO He is and WHAT He indwells us to do as God’s presence
within us, it is quite crucial that the Christian does not commit sins against His
person. Sinning against the Spirit is sinning against God! And yet the Bible
makes it plain that there are several ways a person can sin against or offend
God’s Spirit.
I- LYING TO HOLY SPIRIT- Acts 5:1-11 (vv. 3 & 9)
A. This sin against the Spirit is in the context of Christian giving or
benevolence, although it could be done in any context of Christian
living.
1) A married Christian couple liquidate some personal property to
make a benevolent gift.
2) They conspire to tell the church that they have given all the
proceeds of the sale, when they kept back a part of the proceeds
for themselves. Doing so was fine, but the sin was in conspiring to
lie about what they had given.
3) Notice they not only lied to the Spirit, but also tested the Spirit. The
Holy Spirit knew what they had done, and in willfully lying and
conspiring, they were testing the Holy Spirit to act, or to remain
silent.
4) The Spirit “informed” the apostles about their sin.
5) The penalty was death.
B. Lying to the Holy Spirit is a serious sin, which must avoided. He knows
the complete truth about our actions.
II. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT- Acts 7:51
A. This is a sin committed by unbelievers against the CONVICTING work
of God’s Spirit to bring about conversion and regeneration.
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B. Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, was falsely accused of
blasphemy, because he was preaching the gospel with such
convincing power. (Ac.6:8-15)
C. At the conclusion of his message, he accused them of resisting the
Spirit in the same manner their fathers had.
1. The Spirit pricks the hearts of men to convince them of truth,
to persuade them of their need for the gospel and a Savior.
2. Rejecting the Spirit’s voice, is a sin against His person and
work, as well as putting oneself against Jesus and His saving
message.
III. DEFILING THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 1st Corinthians 3:16-17;
6:18-20
A. The physical body is the temple (dwelling place) of God’s Spirit.
1. See Ephesians 1:14 “God’s own possession” which is yet to
be redeemed.
B. What are some of the ways the temple can be destroyed or defiled?
1) _____________________________________________________
2) _____________________________________________________
3) _____________________________________________________
C. The “temple” is to be used to glorify God and honor God.
IV. GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT- Ephesians 4:20-32 (v.30)
A. It grieves the Holy Spirit to maintain old practices from the old life.
B. What does it mean to grieve Him?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
1. Arndt & Gingrich- “to actively vex or irritate”
V. QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT 1st Thessalonians 5:19
A. This is a Biblical command in the form of a prohibition!
1) NIV- “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire!”
2) NLT- “Do not stifle the Holy Spirit!”
B. If one quenches the fire of the Spirit, he may wind up where the fire is
not quenched. (Mt.13:22)
C. What are some specific ways the Spirit’s fire can be quenched?
• _____________________________________________________
• _____________________________________________________
VI. INSULTING THE HOLY SPIRIT Hebrews 10:29
A. Here Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of grace”.
B. The context of this passage is regarding backsliding, unfaithfulness,
and the habit which a lot of Christians have embraced of forsaking the
meeting together in Christian assemblies for worship and fellowship.
C. This sin against the Holy Spirit is connected to:
1) Trampling under foot the Son of God.
2) Regard the blood of the covenant as unclean.
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3) Sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth.
VII. BLASPHEMING AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT Mark 3:28-29, Matthew
12:31
A. Blaspheme is transliterated from “blasphemia” which means to injure by
speech, to speak defamatorily, to revile, to rail against.
1. The term blasphemy could be used loosely to refer to any “word” or act
which detracts from or mis-attributes the power and the glory of God to
an evil source.
B. According to the context, blaspheming the Holy Spirit is to attribute the Spirit’s
power AT WORK IN JESUS to the power of evil and to maliciously and
viciously attack the person and power of the Holy Spirit.
C. The Holy Spirit is the last means God employs to call lost and dying sinners
back to Himself, and if a person, hardened in sin, hard-hearted against God’s
Spirit refuses to yield to God, or turns His back in derision against God, there
is no other sacrifice, there is no forgiving such an act of rejection and sin.
D. Why this is called the “unpardonable sin”.
1. Could this sin be possible to commit only while the Lord Jesus was here
on earth, having the Holy Spirit without measure at work in His life and
ministry, in plain visible sight of those who were eyewitnesses of this
power of God in Him and yet they attributed this power to Beelzebub or
the devil?
2. Some say this is “unforgivable” so long as a person continues in it. Yet
that would be true of all sin which opposes God.
3. This may be sin that speaks to a state that which, when a man reaches,
he will never repent of nor be inclined to return from. (The intentional,
high-handed willful sin committed from a heart of total antagonism
toward God)
4. Since God’s Spirit is the agent of regeneration and sanctification, and no
new birth is possible without His divine agency, to reject, spurn and
defame the Spirit makes conversion impossible.
5. This may represent the most hardened form of opposition to the work of
God in redemption that exists. A slanderous rejection of God’s Spirit at
work in Jesus is the clear result of a willful, obstinate hardness that
determines man’s eternal fate.
a) Remember, the Spirit worked without measure in Jesus. (c.f. Jn.3:34)
6. These are not statements made out of unbelief or ignorance or
weakness. Even Paul said he was forgiven by God’s mercy because He
acted out of ignorance and unbelief. (c.f. 1st Timothy 1:13)

We have seen that there are many possible ways both Christians and nonChristians can sin against the Holy Spirit. The lessons are plain… we need to
not only be sensitive to the Spirit’s presence and leading, but also careful that we
don’t offend and reject His divine person and power to work in us.
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HOLY SPIRIT—HE SETS APART THE BELIEVER IN HOLINESS
Galatians 5:16-26
“Walking by the Spirit” found in vv.15 & 25 are the bookends around this entire
passage of Scripture. There is very close connection between being “________
by the Spirit” (v.18) and “_________ by the Spirit”. In order for a Christian to walk
by the Spirit, He was be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s presence and be willing to
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. Other terms and references to this aspect of
Holy Spirit ministry are:
1- Being ____________ by the Spirit—1st Thess. 5:23-24; 2nd Thess. 2:13;
1st Peter 1:2
2- Being ____________ with the Spirit—Ephesians 5:18
3- Being __________ by the Spirit—Titus 3:5 ( a spiritual renewing of the
mind)
Words for Holiness:
1- Hagios—adjective—translated “holy”
2- Hagiasmos—noun—means the resultant state of being separated and
consecrated, something now sacred.
3- Hagiadzo—verb—to hallow, sanctify, set apart
Norman Bales (He Died To Make Men Holy) describes holiness in two
categories:
1- _______________—the gift or state one receives and in placed in at
baptism into Christ; it is in a position in relationship with God (Colossians
1:13-14)
2- _______________—this is the process for the baptized to practice and
implement for a lifetime.
a. And there are TWO steps involved in the lifelong pursuit:
i. ______________—the putting to death of all worldly and
sinful attributes, habits, and sins.
ii. _____________—the changing (morphing) of life from
world-likeness to CHRIST-likeness.
In life, there is a warfare between two opposing powers: the flesh and The Spirit.
• Galatians 5:17
• Romans 7:15-25
This internal conflict is NOT ultimately settled and finalized at our new birth or
baptism. Thus the message of Romans 6: calls Christians not to live
presumptuously under grace, by taking sin lightly and thinking we can sin as
much as we wish, since God has so much grace to dispense. Satan and his evil
henchmen still vie for our allegiance and puts constant pressure on us through
temptations and negative circumstances to try and turn us away from the Lord.
Evil impulses are of the devil’s making. He uses power of suggestion to tempt us
to indulge in the works of the flesh.

43

Lesson 9
Holy Spirit-The Believer’s Heavenly Helper

The works of the flesh are listed in Galatians 5:19-21:
• Immorality- _________________________________________________
• Impurity- ___________________________________________________
• Sensuality- _________________________________________________
• Idolatry- ___________________________________________________
• Sorcery- ___________________________________________________
• Enmities- __________________________________________________
• Strife- _____________________________________________________
• Jealousy- __________________________________________________
• Outbursts of Anger- __________________________________________
• Disputes- __________________________________________________
• Dissensions- _______________________________________________
• Factions- __________________________________________________
• Envying- ___________________________________________________
• Drunkenness- _______________________________________________
• Carousing- _________________________________________________
• And things like these… this list is by no means comprehensive!
Those who practice these behaviors and possess these attitudes will not inherit
the kingdom of God.
Compare this list to 1st Corinthians 6:9-10 and Revelation 21:8 and Romans 1:
28-32. These additional lists of attitudes and behaviors which will result in
excluding people from the kingdom are:
• Fornicators- _________________________________________________
• Adulterers- __________________________________________________
• Effeminate- _________________________________________________
• Homosexuals- _______________________________________________
• Thieves- ___________________________________________________
• Covetous- __________________________________________________
• Revilers- ___________________________________________________
• Swindlers- __________________________________________________
• Cowardly- __________________________________________________
• Unbelieving- ________________________________________________
• Abominable- ________________________________________________
• Murderers- _________________________________________________
• Liars- _____________________________________________________
• Unrighteousness- ____________________________________________
• Wickedness- ________________________________________________
• Greed- _____________________________________________________
• Evil- _______________________________________________________
• Deceit- _____________________________________________________
• Malice- _____________________________________________________
• Gossips- ___________________________________________________
• Slanderers- _________________________________________________
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Haters of God- _______________________________________________
Insolent- ___________________________________________________
Arrogant- ___________________________________________________
Boastful- ___________________________________________________
Inventors of evil- _____________________________________________
Disobedient To Parents- _______________________________________
Without understanding- ________________________________________
Untrustworthy- _______________________________________________
Unloving- ___________________________________________________
Unmerciful- _________________________________________________

QUESTIONS:
1- Which of the above sins cannot be forgiven by God if there is a genuine
response of the sinner to the gospel of Jesus? ______________________
2- Which of the above sins are acceptable to be retained and practiced in a
Christian’s life? ___________________________________________
These passages make it very clear that such persons with these continuing
qualities and characteristics of life, whether attitude or behavior:
1- are _______________ the _____________of God
2- on a path of ____________ __________________
3- cannot _______________the kingdom
4- ______________ to the Spirit,
5- Unrepented of, will mean a part in the lake of fire and brimstone which is
the __________ _________________
ONLY if one repents, surrenders to Christ, obeys the gospel and yields to the
Spirit to live a faithful life until death can eternal perishing be averted. .
One who claims to be a Christian and displays the works of the flesh habitually
and willfully forfeits the birth-right of inheriting the kingdom of God. While many
of these attitudes and actions may get one a long way in the world and are
approved of by the world, they are totally __________________ to God. Yet
God is aware of our susceptibility and human frailty. So He provides the
powerful, living presence of His Holy Spirit to more than offset our sinful
tendencies and supply spiritual __________ and ___________ to oppose
Satanic pressures. (Note 1st John 4:4)
Yielding to the Holy Spirit’s influence and being responsive to His promptings
enables us to walk the way of righteousness that God designed and desires.
This is God’s means of assisting the Christian to keep the old man “put to death”
(mortification) . (c.f. Romans 6:6 and Galatians 5:24)
Being led by the Spirit of God and walking in the Spirit is accomplished by an
__________________ to the Spirit’s influence along with a determination to be
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CHRIST-LIKE in _______________ and ______________. Prayer and studying
the Word are essential ingredients in the development of the FRUIT of the Spirit.
One author wrote, “Let’s live in such a way as to permit growth of the fruit of the
Holy Spirit. If we lack these elements of character, we are nothing and our
service for God is of no profit.”
Christian character can’t be faked. To yield to the leading of the Spirit so these
qualities of Christ-likeness can be developed in our life is truly the growing of
____________-RIPENED FRUIT.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Love- ______________________________________________________
Joy- _______________________________________________________
Peace- _____________________________________________________
Patience- ___________________________________________________
Kindness- __________________________________________________
Goodness- _________________________________________________
Faithfulness- ________________________________________________
Gentleness- _________________________________________________
Self-control- _________________________________________________

Notice some of the results and by-products of being led by the Spirit to the
development of these character qualities:
1. There is no _______________ against these qualities. (v.23)
2. This character development is how those who belong to Christ
demonstrate the flesh and all its desires are __________ and
__________________. (v.24)
3. This is how we _______________ by the Spirit. (v.25)
4. This is how we keep a right view of ________. (v. 26) “not boastful”
5. This is how we avoid ___________________ one another (v.26)
6. This is how we eliminate _________________ one another. (v.26)
When you stop and think for just a moment, the qualities of this Spiritual fruit are
the very characteristics of ___________ Himself. So to allow the Holy Spirit to
grow and develop these traits in our lives is part of the sanctifying process of
becoming transformed into the very _________ of Jesus. (c.f. 2nd Corinthians
3:18)
This aspect of Holy Spirit ministry and help in the life of the Christian is a __________ process, from one’s __________ until their _______________.
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